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EDITOR-IN-CHIEF NOTE

ON THE COVER

I’m pleased to introduce the March 2018 
issue of  Voices of  Darfur, which contains 
news, features and interviews not only about 
unique aspects of  life in Darfur but also 
about UNAMID’s ongoing efforts to facil-
itate lasting peace in the region.
In an interview with Voices of  Darfur, Pe-
ter Schumann, former Acting Deputy Joint 
Special Representative, highlights the impor-
tance of  UNAMID’s Jebel Marra Task Force 
and the Temporary Operation Base in Golo, 
Central Darfur, including his relationship 
with Sudan and Darfur, in particular.
The feature article entitled: ‘Jebel Mara Task 
Force and Golo Temporary Operating Base:  
Towards a New Phase of  UNAMID”, fo-
cusses on UNAMID’s efforts to enhance its 
provision of  protection of  civilians in the 
area through the two-pronged approach, 
combining peacekeeping and stabilization–
oriented tasks as stipulated in UNSCR 2363, 
which will will play a pivotal role in fostering 
peace, security and stability as well as helping 
to improve humanitarian conditions in the 
greater Jebel Mara area
In another feature entitled: ‘The Struggle for 

Women’s Rights in Darfur’, we highlight the 
impact of  the armed confl ict on women in 
Darfur and the Life in the IDPs camps which 
made women vulnerable to unacceptable lev-
els of  sexual and gender based violence as 
women travel out of  the camps for water and 
fi rewood and in the process sometimes get 
raped or abused.
The collation of  photographs, focusing on 
the UNAMID’s Community Outreach Unit’s 
regular school visits in the Mission’s Area of  
Responsibility, to promote peace and peace-
ful coexistence among school children as 
well as raising awareness on the Mission’s 
mandate and the reconfi guration process.
Finally, in our cover feature, ‘Walking for 
Peace’ , Voices of  Darfur presents an interview 
with the Sudanese -American poet Eimtithal 
Ibrahim, who speaks about her love for Dar-
fur and her commitment to the cause of  peace. 
As Voices of  Darfur continues to evolve as a 
news magazine, we welcome your feedback. 
To send comments by email, please put “Let-
ters to the Editor / Voices of  Darfur” in the 
subject line and send the email to: 
unamid -pub l i c i n fo r ma t ion@un .o rg.

The Philadelphia-based Darfuri, Ms. Eim-
tithal Mahmoud interacts with University 
students before start walking a distance 
of approximately 1,600 kilometers from El 
Fasher, North Darfur, to Khartoum as part 
of her Peace Dreams campaign. Photo by 
Amin Ismail, UNAMID.

On 30 March 2017, UNAMID and the Al-Mourada 
club, held a peace and peaceful coexistence festival 
in El Fasher, North Darfur. Hundreds of people at-
tended the event, which included traditional danc-
es, a music concert and drama performances high-
lighting the importance of social peace among local 
communities. Photo by Amin Ismail, UNAMID
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UNAMID Joint Special Represen-
tative (JSR), Jeremiah Mamabolo, 
accompanied by senior UNAMID 
staff recently concluded a two-
day visit to El-Daein, East Darfur, 
which took place on 5-6 February 
2018. While in East Darfur, JSR 
Mamabolo focused on discussions 
with local authorities, Native Ad-
ministration leaders, displaced 
persons and women’s and youth 
representatives. 

The Acting Wali (Governor) 
of East Darfur, Hashim Elwagee, 
briefed the JSR on progress made 
in the security situation across 
East Darfur through fruitful collab-

orations with UNAMID and reiter-
ated his government’s gratitude 
for the Mission’s steadfast sup-
port. Furthermore, Dr. Elwagee 
called for continued partnerships 
with the Mission to ensure the 
successful implementation of the 
Sudanese government’s stabiliza-
tion and development agenda.

In his remarks, JSR Mamabolo, 
while commending the produc-
tive relationship between UN-
AMID and the state government, 
appealed for redoubling efforts in 
the interest of the vulnerable and 
the community as a whole. In this 
regard, he urged all stakeholders 

and communities “to collaborate 
and support the ongoing arms col-
lection campaign, so that peace 
can be sustained.” 

Upon meeting JSR Mamabolo, 
El Fadil Saeed, Deputy Nazir of the 
Rezeigat, acknowledged past in-
ter-communal conflicts between 
the Ma’alia and the Rezeigat and 
averred that UNAMID’s proactive 
engagements with both groups 
and the ongoing arms collection 
campaign have greatly improved 
social relationships between the 
two traditional rivals. 

Additionally, Mr. Saeed submit-
ted two proposals—one for the 

Discussions with local community leaders and state 
leadership focus of high-level UNAMID visit to East Darfur

As part of efforts to support peaceful coexistence across Darfur, UNAMID Joint Special Representative (JSR) Jeremiah Mamabolo 
is pictured with members of the Ma’alia and Rezeigat communities in El Daein, East Darfur. The meeting took place on 5 February 
2018 and was part of JSR Mamabolo’s extensive agenda which included discussions with native administration leaders, displaced 
persons, women’s groups and youth representatives in the region.  Photo by Hassan Ishag, UNAMID.



3VOICES OF DARFUR

NEWS

On 28 January 2018, UNAMID Joint 
Special Representati ve, Jeremiah 
Mamabolo, offi  cially received a 
suitable locati on allocated by the 
Government of Sudan for the estab-
lishment of the Mission’s temporary 
operati ng base in Golo, Jebel Marra, 
Central Darfur.  
The Memorandum of Understand-
ing was signed at the Central Jeb-
el Marra Locality Commissioner’s 
offi  ce in Golo by Lameck Kawiche, 
Head of Offi  ce, UNAMID Sector 
Central, on behalf of UNAMID, and 

Government of Sudan authorities offi  cially handed over on 28 January 2018, a suitable location to UNAMID, for the establishment of a temporary 
base in Golo, Central Darfur, as per the Mission’s mandate. In the picture, UNAMID Joint Special Representative, Jeremiah Mamabolo (centre), and 
the Wali (Governor) of Central Darfur, Ja’afar Abdul Hakam (left) look at site plans in Golo. Photo by Kone Mouroulaye, UNAMID. 

V

 Government of Sudan hands over land for the establishment of 
a UNAMID temporary operating base in Golo, Central Darfur

by the Wali (Governor) of Central 
Darfur, Ja’afar Abdul Hakam Ishaq, 
on behalf of the Sudanese govern-
ment. 

Speaking at the ceremony, JSR 
Mamabolo, thanked the Govern-
ment of Sudan and the Wali of Cen-
tral Darfur for their support in imple-
menti ng the Mission’s mandate as 
delineated by United Nati ons Secu-
rity Council Resoluti on 2363.

Mr. Mamabolo added that UN-
AMID and the United Nati ons Coun-
try Team (UNCT) will work together 

on community-based and develop-
ment-oriented projects in the Jebel 
Marra area, in accordance to the 
Mission’s peacekeeping and stabili-
zati on goals. “UNAMID aims to start 
constructi ng the temporary base in 
Golo immediately,” said the JSR. 

On his part, Mr. Ishaq urged the 
Mission to support existi ng law en-
forcement and judicial insti tuti ons 
in the area and reiterated the Gov-
ernment’s commitment to facilitate 
UNAMID’s acti viti es in the Jebel 
Marra region. 

education of children from no-
madic communities and the other, 
advocating for the establishment 
of a peace museum in El Daein to 

support conflict-resolution among 
the diverse local population. 

JSR Mamabolo also visited El 
Neem camp for the displaced to 

obtain a firsthand update on the 
condition of the displaced people 
residing there since the camp’s es-
tablishment in 2004. V
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UNAMID Acting Deputy Joint Special Representative (ADJSR), Peter Schumann, conducted on 11 February 2018, a two-day visit to El 
Daein, East Darfur, where he met the Wali (Governor), the Deputy Nazir of the Southern Rezeigat, native administration leaders and 
representatives of displaced persons as well as women’s groups. Photo by Abdulrasheed Yakubu, UNAMID. 

El Daein; 11 February 2018: UN-
AMID Acting Deputy Joint Spe-
cial Representative (ADJSR), Peter 
Schumann, recently conducted a 
two-day visit to El Daein, East Darfur, 
where he met the Wali (Governor), 
the Deputy Nazir of the Southern 
Rezeigat, native administration lead-
ers and representatives of displaced 
persons as well as women’s groups.
The aim of visit was to discuss the 
role of UNAMID in the state as a 
peacekeeping mission mandated to 
maintain security and protect civil-
ians, within the context of the Mis-
sion’s ongoing reconfiguration. 
Welcoming ADJSR Schumann, the 
Wali, Annas Omer Mohammed, 
expressed his appreciation of Mis-
sion’s role in reducing inter-commu-
nal conflicts, its support to IDPs and 
facilitating government activities.

The Wali briefed on the main causes 
of conflict in East Darfur as well as 
the Government’s efforts to address 
disputes related to land ownership 
and other communal clashes, in co-
ordination with the Mission.
On his part, the Acting DJSR spoke 
about UNAMID’s ongoing restruc-
turing as well as its support to de-
velopment projects in the state. 
The Deputy Nazir of the Southern 
Rezeigat, El Fadil Saeed Madibo, 
stressed upon the need for a con-
tinued presence of the Mission to 
address the root causes of conflict 
in the region. “We cannot say there 
is absolute peace in east Darfur, 
though it is true that there have 
been marked improvements in the 
security situation. However, a lot 
more needs to be done in areas that 
are still unsecured and lack basic 

services as well as rule of law insti-
tutions,” said Mr. Madibo. 
The women’s representative, Ms. 
Magbola, stated that UNAMID, in its 
capacity as one of the main stake-
holders that witnessed the signing 
of the Doha Document For Peace 
in Darfur (DDPD), should monitor 
and ensure that all segments of 
the DDPD, including provisions that 
speak about displaced persons, 
compensation, returns, wealth and 
power sharing, are addressed.
Other issues discussed at the meet-
ing included challenges to voluntary 
returns and provision of health fa-
cilities as well as safe drinking water 
in areas of return. 
In the course of his visit, Mr. 
Schumann also met with the UN 
Country Team representatives from 
East Darfur. V

UNAMID Acting Deputy Head visits East Darfur
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EL FASHER – The demobilization of 
some 500 ex-combatants -- part of 
ongoing efforts supported by UN-
AMID and partners to reintegrate 
former combatants into the com-
munity -- concluded on 10 January 
in El Fasher.

The fifth demobilization exer-
cise, which started on 26 December 
2017, was supported by the Sudan 
Disarmament Demobilization and 
Reintegration Commission (SDDRC), 
in partnership with UNAMID’s Gov-
ernance and Community Stabiliza-
tion Section (GCSS), the UN Devel-
opment Programme (UNDP) and 
the World Food Programme (WFP).

The ex-combatants -- among them 
85 women and 12 disabled persons 
-- were drawn from armed move-

ments that signed the 2006 Darfur 
Peace Agreement and the 2011 
Doha Document for Peace in Darfur.

Participants went through a veri-
fication process which was conduct-
ed by members of the Ceasefire 
Commission, the SDDRC and UN-
AMID’s GCSS. Additionally, partic-
ipants received an administrative 
and reintegration briefing, medical 
checks, and were registered with 
the SDDRC database. 

Each ex-combatant was provid-
ed a reinsertion package from WFP 
which included dry rations for three 
months.

One of the participants, a former 
member of an armed group in her 
early 30s, explained that her future 
plans concerning reintegration into 

society include investing in agricul-
ture and animal resource projects. 
She said that she planned to help 
promote a culture of peace among 
local communities in Darfur.

Another former combatant from 
the same group called on all parties 
to the conflict to address the root 
causes of the conflict in order to 
achieve lasting peace in Darfur. 

Mr. Mohammed urged all the 
ex-combatants not to return to war and 
actively participate in the stability and 
development projects in the region.

Mohamed Ahmed, Commission-
er of the North Darfur SDDRC, said 
that the demobilization exercise 
will encourage more combatants to 
disarm, and benefit from economic 
and social stability projects. 

NEWS

A UNAMID-supported demobilization process for 500 former combatants was launched on 26 December 2017, at Dar al Argam camp 
in El Fasher, North Darfur. Participants – who came from non-government armed movements -- received cash and food as part of the 
programme, which is also supported by the Sudan Disarmament, Reintegration and Demobilization Commission, WFP and UNDP.  
Photo by Amin Ismail UNAMID.

UNAMID supports demobilization of former combatants 
in North Darfur
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El Daein, 13 February 2018: 19 
women from Al Manara village in 
East Darfur parti cipated in a two-
day, UNAMID-supported training 
programme on sexual and gen-
der-based violence (SGBV).
The acti vity aimed at educati ng 
parti cipants about diff erent forms 
of gender-based violence and rais-
ing their awareness that violence 

against women in any form is unac-
ceptable. Furthermore, they were 
trained in methods that can be used 
to prevent such acts. 
The workshop also sensiti zed parti ci-
pants on support structures available 
for victi ms of such violence, under 
the framework of family and child 
protecti on principles, through var-
ious humanitarian agencies as well 

as non-governmental organizati ons. 
Speaking on behalf of the trainees, 
Mustoura Rihan, a displaced wom-
en’s leader, called upon all parti ci-
pants to disseminate key points of 
the training acti vity to members of 
their community, thereby creati ng 
a trickle-down eff ect which, she 
hoped, would contribute to a re-
ducti on of such incidents. 

Some 19 women from Al Manara village, near El Daein, East Darfur, attended on 13 February 2018, a UNAMID-supported 
awareness raising session on sexual and gender-based violence. The event was part of the Mission’s efforts to empower at-risk 
women in Darfur. Photo by Hassan Ishag, UNAMID.

“We will focus on community sta-
bilizati on through the provision of 
service projects in the areas aff ect-
ed by the confl ict”, said Mr. Ahmed. 

Mr. Ahmed commended UN-
AMID for its conti nued commit-
ment, coordinati on and support to 
ensure successful demobilizati on. 
He indicated that donor community 
support for the reintegrati on pro-
cess contributes to achieving peace 
in Darfur.

Major Abdul Jaleel Fadol Hamza, 

Commander of the 5th Demobili-
zati on camp in North Darfur, high-
lighted the importance of the de-
mobilizati on process for peace, se-
curity and stability in North Darfur. 
He expressed a readiness to receive 
more combatants who are willing to 
join the peace process and reinte-
grate in local communiti es.

Ezzedin Adam Mohammed, a 
UNAMID DDR Offi  cer, said that de-
mobilizati on represented the fi rst 
step for ex-combatants to reinte-

grate into the community and re-
turn to civilian life.   

UNAMID provided technical and 
logisti cal support to the demobili-
zati on. In additi on, the Mission pro-
vided a fi nancial package of 1,500 
Sudanese Pounds for each ex-com-
batant prior to their fi nal reintegra-
ti on projects with UNDP. 

UNAMID has supported similar 
demobilizati on exercises that have 
taken place in the other four states 
of Darfur since 2011.

 19 women benefi t from two-day training on sexual and 
gender-based violence in East Darfur
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30 rural court judges trained in court adjudication 
procedures, North Darfur

Some 30 rural court judges from 
various localities in North Darfur 
participated in a two-day, UN-
AMID-supported training on court 
adjudication procedures held on 
19-20 February 2018 in El Fasher. 

The workshop was facilitated by 
the Mission’s Rule of Law section 
and aimed at disseminating the 
contents of a hand book for rural 
court judges developed jointly by 
UNAMID and the Sudan Judiciary,  

which takes into account the 
needs of rural court judges across 
Darfur, who often have no formal 
legal training. It is designed as a 
topical, easy-to-use reference to 
help them dispose pending civil 
and criminal cases in accordance 
with Sudanese law. 

In the course of the workshop, 
participating judges called for re-
inforcing the role of rural courts 
in conflict resolution through 
specific capacity-building exercis-
es. Furthermore, they requested 
the endorsement of a law clear-
ly identifying the jurisdiction of 
North Darfur rural courts, par-
ticularly with regard to cases 
and claims of land ownership. 

Addressing workshop partici-
pants, Sameer Sayed, Chief Judge, 
North Darfur, emphasized the im-
portance of such training activi-
ties in enabling rural court judg-
es to understand and implement 
due procedures to ensure justice 
is served; while Shareef Adam, 
on behalf of participating judges, 

spoke of the benefits of the hand-
book and said that the manual, 
along with the two-day intensive 
training, will greatly help rural 
court judges.

On her part, Francoise Simard, 
Head, Rule of Law, UNAMID, stat-
ed that this endeavor is part of 
the Mission’s continuing efforts 
to strengthen the institutional 
capacity of rural court judges to 
address land disputes and other 
conflict drivers. 

The United Nations Security 
Council Resolution 2363 (2017) 
mandates UNAMID to continue to 
focus on providing advisory and lo-
gistical support to strengthen rural 
courts’ capacity to address land dis-
putes and other conflict drivers.

Some 30 rural court judges from various localities in North Darfur benefited from a two-day, UNAMID-supported training on court adjudication 
procedures held on 19-20 February 2018 in El Fasher. The workshop, facilitated jointly by the North Darfur Judiciary and the Mission’s Rule of 
Law section, aimed at building the capacity of rural court judges, who often have no formal legal training. Photo by Amin Ismail, UNAMID.
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Fourth free medical clinic in West Darfur by 
UNAMID peacekeepers 

On 8 February 2018, UNAMID’s 
Bangladeshi peacekeepers teamed 
up with the Rule of Law section to 
organise a free medical clinic for the 
inmates and prison officers at Arda-
mata Prison, West Darfur. This joint 
civilian-military exercise served 
some 214 people who received 
basic medical examinations—treat-
ment for common ailments as well 
as malaria screening—and free 
medication. Furthermore, toys, 
school supplies and clothes were 
distributed among children of 
women prisoners; prison officers at 

Ardamata received sports kits and 
medical supplies as well. 

Speaking at the clinic, Oumar 
Kane, Head of Office, UNAMID West 
Darfur, stated that the Mission’s 
support to the campaign falls within 
the framework of the Nelson Man-
dela Principles that aim to foster 
treatment with dignity for all pris-
oners. “The provision of medical 
care to prisoners is very import-
ant because health is a basic need 
which should be enjoyed by all cit-
izens, irrespective of their status,” 
said Mr. Kane.

On his part, Captain Khamis Moga-
dam, Director, Ardamata Prison, ex-
pressed appreciation for  UNAMID’s 
commitment towards improve con-
ditions at Ardamata prison. 

This is the fourth free medical 
campaign conducted by the Mis-
sion in West Darfur and falls within 
its strategic priorities of protecting 
civilians and supporting rule of law 
institutions across the Darfur re-
gion.  Previous campaigns aimed 
at students, internally displaced 
and disabled people in various 
parts of the state.

UNAMID’s peacekeepers conducted on 8 February 2018, a free medical campaign at Ardamata Prison in El Geneina, West Darfur. The 
event, which was part of a joint initiative by the Mission’s military peacekeepers from Bangladesh and civilian personnel, included basic 
medical examinations and distribution of medicines among prisoners and prison officers. Photo by Muntasir Sharafadin, UNAMID.
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On 17 and 18 January 2018, UN-
AMID’s Community Outreach Unit 
(COU), in partnership with the 
Students Activity Directorate at 
the Ministry of Education, North 
Darfur, conducted three school vis-
its to Al Fajr Secondary School for 
Boys, Al Faroug and Al Raheeg Al 
Makhtoum Basic School for Boys 
and Girls, respectively.

These visits aim at educating 
students on the Mission’s mandate 
and its ongoing reconfiguration. 
More than 700 students, teachers 
and members of the Student Activ-
ity Directorate as well as communi-
ty members and kindergarten stu-

dents attended the events, which 
also included cultural performanc-
es and traditional songs calling for 
peace and unity. 

Speaking at one of the events, 
Ahmed Ibrahim Sirag, Principal, 
Al Faroug and Al Raheeg Al Makh-
toum Basic School, highlighted the 
challenges faced by students and 
staff. “There is an urgent need for 
enough latrines, fence and water 
storage,” said Mr. Sirag.

On his part, Abdul-Aziz Salim, Di-
rector, Student Activities Director-
ate, thanked UNAMID for its con-
tinued support to education and 
development in North Darfur and 

emphasized that the Mission’s out-
reach activities play a vital role in 
supporting students in the region, 
particularly with sports materials.

Information and educational 
materials incorporating messages 
on UNAMID’s activities across Dar-
fur were distributed among the 
students during these visits who 
also received given exercise books, 
volleyballs, footballs,T-shirts and 
school bags that carried the slo-
gan, “No Life without Peace.” Ad-
ditionally, quiz competitions on 
the Mission’s mandate as well as 
the ongoing peace process in Dar-
fur were held.

UNAMID reconfiguration process focus of school 
visits in North Darfur

UNAMID’s Community Outreach Unit visited on 17 January   2018,  Elfajr  Secondary School for Boys at Al Salam camp for  in-
ternally   displaced persons in El Fasher, North Darfur.  Information and educational materials incorporating messages on UN-
AMID’s activities across  Darfur were distributed among the students during the visit along with exercise books, volleyballs, 
footballs,T-shirts and school bags that carried the slogan, “No Life without Peace.” Photo by Mohamad Almahady, UNAMID.

NEWS
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The Jebel Marra area is located in 
the center of Darfur, Sudan, border-
ing South and Central Darfur states, 
with a small protrusion into North 
Darfur. The greater Jebel Marra is 
characterized by medium height 
peaks and valleys. This agricultur-
ally producti ve region receives high 
rainfall but lacks stability and devel-
opment on account of prolonged 

 Through the Jebel Marra Task Force, UNAMID is gearing up to support local efforts 
towards achieving a comprehensive socio-economic and political transformation in a 
previously inaccessible, conflict-ridden part of Central Darfur. 

confl ict between the Government 
of Sudan forces and armed move-
ments, especially the Sudan Liber-
ati on Army-Abdul Wahid (SLA/AW), 
which, since the beginning of armed 
confl ict in Darfur, has maintained 
Jebel Marra as its stronghold.

The fi rst military off ensive mount-
ed on government positi ons by 
armed movements—the Sudan Lib-

erati on Army (SLA) and Justi ce and 
Equality Movement (JEM)—took 
place on 26 February 2003 in Golo, 
Central Darfur, and El Fasher, North 
Darfur. Since that ti me, Golo became 
the theatre of regular confronta-
ti ons between government forces 
and the SLA/AW. Between 2010 and 
2016, aft er a series of confrontati ons 
between the two parti es, the Gov-

Towards a new phase: 
UNAMID’s Jebel Marra Task Force

PEACEKEEPING

BY KONE MOUROULAYE
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ernment of Sudan (GoS) succeed-
ed in extending its full control over 
Golo and surrounding areas in East 
and West Jebel Marra, including Al 
Aradeeb, Al Ashara, Katur, Dirbat, 
Sony, Fanga Suk, Rokero, Guido and 
Sa rong. The latt er used to be the 
stronghold of SLA/ AW in Jebel Mar-
ra and was liberated on 8 April 2016.

Consequently, thousands of peo-
ple fl ed the area to other places in 
Darfur due to signifi cant destruc-
ti on of existi ng basic infrastructure 
and services. Within this context 
of fi ghti ng and lack of safety and 
security for both local populati ons 
and humanitarian aid organisati ons, 
Golo remained inaccessible to UN-
AMID and UN Country Team part-

ners unti l recently.
In an eff ort to ameliorate the 

situati on and enhance protecti on 
of civilians in the area, UNAMID re-
cently established the Jebel Mara 
Task Force (JMTF) and is construct-
ing a Temporary Operati ng Base in 
Golo, in accordance with UN Securi-
ty Council Resoluti on (UNSCR) 2363 
of 29 June 2017 and the recommen-
dati ons of the African Union Com-
mission on UNAMID of 8 June 2016. 
The JMTF represents a key part of 
UNAMID’s two-pronged approach, 
combining peacekeeping and stabi-
lizati on–oriented tasks sti pulated in 
UNSCR 2363. 

The JMTF will play a pivotal role 
in fostering peace, security and sta-
bility as well as helping improve hu-
manitarian conditi ons in the greater 
Jebel Marra area which had been 
aff ected by fi ghti ng between the Su-
danese Armed Forces and the Darfur 
armed elements for over a decade. 

The signing of a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) related 
to the opening of the Temporary 
Operati ng Base (TOB) in Golo, be-
tween the UNAMID and GoS on 28 
January 2018 represented a mile-
stone in the implementati on of the 
Mission’s mandate in Darfur. The 
MoU on the allocated land to UN-
AMID was signed in Golo at the Lo-
cality Commissioner’s offi  ce by Mr. 
Lameck Kawiche, UNAMID Central 
Sector Head of Offi  ce, who is also 
Head of Jebel Marra Task Force, on 
behalf of UNAMID, and by the Wali 
(Governor) of Central Darfur State, 
Jafar Abdul Hakam Ishaq, on behalf 
of the government, in the presence 
of UNAMID Joint Special Represen-
tati ve (JSR) Jeremiah Kingsley Mam-

abolo, the UN Country Team and 
representati ves of the Golo Nati ve 
Administrati on.

Speaking at the handover cere-
mony, the JSR Mamabolo described 
the handover of the plot of land 
in Golo to UNAMID as a signifi cant 
step in current mandate implemen-
tati on. “Through this gesture from 
the Government of Sudan, the peo-
ple of Golo will now be able to ex-
perience and enjoy the dividends of 
peace, security and stability in this 
area aff ected by confl ict for over a 
decade. The handover of this piece 
of land for the TOB in this locality, 
will enable the Mission to fulfi ll its 
mandate as per the provisions of 
UNSCR 2363. This is the beginning 
of a strong partnership between 
UNAMID and the people of this 
community in accordance with the 
mandate that we have—peace-
keeping in Jebel Marra area and sta-
bilizati on in the other parts of Dar-
fur,” Mr. Mamabolo added.

In the same handover ceremony, 
the Wali of Central Darfur State, Jafar 
Abdul Hakam Ishaq, commended the 
cooperati on with UNAMID over the 
past period, hoping the fruitf ul coop-
erati on and coordinati on between 
the two parti es will conti nue for the 
benefi t of the local community. He 
called on UNAMID and the UN Coun-
try Team to involve all segments of 
the local community in Central Jebel 
Marra in upcoming community and 
development projects to guarantee 
their support and collaborati on. 

“UNAMID should prioriti ze the 
people of Central Jebel Marra in 
terms of employment in its future 
base in Golo and support existi ng 
government structures and insti -

UNAMID Joint Special Representative, Jeremiah Mamabolo, officially received On 28 
January 2018, a suitable location allocated by the Government of Sudan for the estab-
lishment of the Mission’s temporary operating base in Golo, Jebel Marra, Central Dar-
fur.  The Memorandum of Understanding was signed at the Central Jebel Marra Locality 
Commissioner’s office in Golo by Lameck Kawiche, Head of Office, UNAMID Sector Cen-
tral, on behalf of UNAMID, and by the Wali (Governor) of Central Darfur, Ja’afar Abdul 
Hakam Ishaq, on behalf of the Sudanese government. 

PEACEKEEPING
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tutions in that area, especially law 
enforcement and judicial organs,” 
added Wali Ishaq.

To ensure immediate operation-
alization of the JMTF, especially the 
construction of Golo TOB, UNAMID 
dispatched an Integrated Team from 
its Sector Central Headquarters and 
Nertiti Team Site in Central Darfur, 
comprising police, military and civil-
ian components to conduct a field 
mission to Golo, Rockero and sur-
rounding villages from 4-11 Febru-
ary 2018 to assess protection needs 
of the civilian population in these 
areas. The Team engaged with local 
authorities, Native Administration, 
civil society organizations, women 
and youth leaders, as well as fac-
tions of SLA/AW.

The Integrated Team also met the 
Locality Commissioner, Mr. Ga’afar 
Mohammed Abaker Hamid, and rep-
resentatives of the Locality Security 
Committee and discussed pertinent 

issues. The Locality Commissioner 
informed the Team that the security 
situation in Golo has relatively im-
proved and requested humanitarian 
actors to provide required basic ser-
vices to enable sustainable returns 
for people who fled the conflict. 
“We request UNAMID to support 
the renovation of the police station 
in Golo, establish rural courts, reha-
bilitate prisons, construct a training 
hall and build a Native Administra-
tion office and a women’s centre. 
We also appeal to UNAMID to sup-
port and assist the rehabilitation of 

the Nertiti-Guldo-Golo-Rokero road 
to open the area for development,” 
Mr. Hamid emphasized. 

According to local authorities in 
Golo, the total population of Cen-
tral Jebel Marra locality is estimated 
to be 148,000, although during the 
most recent outbreak of conflict in 
2016, many villagers fled to Nertiti, 
Zalingei, Sortony, Tawila, Nyala and 
other areas. Nearly 72,000 have 
returned to Golo town in 2017 and 
were registered by the International 
Organization of Migration (IOM).  

Additionally, Native Administra-

PEACEKEEPING

UNAMID Joint Special Representative, Jeremiah Mamabolo, officially received On 28 January 2018, a suitable location allocated by the 
Government of Sudan for the establishment of the Mission’s temporary operating base in Golo, Jebel Marra, Central Darfur.  The Mem-
orandum of Understanding was signed at the Central Jebel Marra Locality Commissioner’s office in Golo by Lameck Kawiche, Head 
of Office, UNAMID Sector Central, on behalf of UNAMID, and by the Wali (Governor) of Central Darfur, Ja’afar Abdul Hakam Ishaq, on 
behalf of the Sudanese government.

“Through this gesture from the Government of 
Sudan, the people of Golo will now be able to 
experience and enjoy the dividends of peace, 
security and stability in this area affected by 
conflict for over a decade.”

—Jeremiah Mamabolo
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tion leaders confirmed improve-
ment in the security situation, 
mainly due to the signing of the 
Koron Peace Agreement (KPA) on 
4 November 2016, the arms collec-
tion campaign in Golo and an effec-
tive Peaceful Coexistence Commit-
tee. However, they urged UNAMID 
to facilitate the signing of a compre-
hensive peace agreement between 
GoS and non-signatories to the 
Doha Document for Peace in Dar-
fur (DDPD) without further delay. 
“We are quite concerned with the 
existence unexploded ordnance in 
areas around Golo and on the road 
to Rokero. UNAMID should dispatch 
ordnance clearance and risk edu-
cation teams as we have received 
reports of three incidents related 
to Explosive Remnants of War since 
early February 2018,” stated Umda 
Saeed Abdulatif Sharafadin

Other issues highlighted by local 
representatives in Rokero were lack 

of essential services such as food, 
water, health, education facilities, 
as well as other basic infrastructure.  
“We request UNAMID to advocate 
with national and state authorities 
to consider conducting examina-
tions for secondary students within 
their localities due to unsafe road 
conditions between their areas and 
the nearest major town,” entreated 
Umda Adam Yagoub.

Taking into account the feedback 
from such Integrated Teams, mov-
ing forward UNAMID will not only 
exert additional efforts in institut-
ing confidence-building measures 
amongst the various ethnic groups 
residing in the area, but will also 
continue to engage with the Darfur 
armed movements, especially SLA/
AW leadership, to join the political 
process without any preconditions. 

Considering the rugged terrain 
that affects road movement linking 
the different locations in Jebel Mar-

ra area, the newly established JMTF 
and humanitarian actors will need 
to redouble efforts in reaching the 
community in terms of protection of 
civilians and the delivery of humani-
tarian assistance. The Golo TOB will 
provide the much-needed coordina-
tion point for humanitarian and de-
velopmental assistance in the area. 
Appropriate measures are also being 
put in place by all stakeholders to ad-
dress recovery issues in Jebel Marra, 
primarily, provision of essential ser-
vices to reduce chances of recur-
rence of active armed conflict.

Through the JMTF, UNAMID 
and Country Team partners on the 
ground, therefore, are gearing up 
to support local efforts towards 
achieving a comprehensive so-
cio-economic and political transfor-
mation and support the establish-
ment of justice and human rights 
institutions in Darfur, to ensure last-
ing peace and stability.

PEACEKEEPING

The first Jebel Marra Task Force (JMTF) Conference was held in UNAMID Zalingei Headquarter, on 27 February 2018, the meeting which was 
chaired by Sector Central Head of Office/ Head of JMTF, Mr. Lameck Kawiche and attended by the newly established UNAMID body military 
commander, police Sector Commanders,. Photo by Mohammed Idriss, UNAMID.

V
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INTERVIEW

Peter Schumann, UNAMID Acting Deputy Joint Special Representative, 
highlights the importance of UNAMID’s Jebel Marra Task Force and the 
associated Temporary Operating Base in Golo, Central Darfur.

Highlights on Peacekeeping: 
An Interview with UNAMID Acting Deputy Joint 
Special Representative, PETER SCHUMANN

INTERVIEW BY ALA MAYYAHI
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UNAMID Acting Deputy Joint Special Representative Pe-
ter Schumann, was interviewd by Voices of Darfur at his 
office in UNAMID’s headquarters, El Fasher, North Darufr, 
on 22 February 2018. 
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INTERVIEW

Peter Schumann, a national of Ger-
many, has worked for more than 
35 years with the United Nations 
and its Agencies, Funds and Pro-
grammes, in various capacities, 
such as UN Resident Coordinator 
and United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) Representa-
tive; Senior Development Advisor 
and has spearheaded complex de-
velopment, peace building and re-
construction projects.

In the course of his career, he has 
served in various capacities in New 
York, Albania, Tajikistan, Somalia 

and Kosovo. Additionally, he was 
Section Chief, Area Development 
Programme in Darfur, Kordofan and 
eastern region (1986-1988), UNDP 
Sudan. As Head of the Emergency 
Coordination Office in Sudan (1988-
1990), he was responsible for the 
start-up of Operation Lifeline Sudan.

  Mr. Schumann has also served 
as Chief of Staff, United Nations 
Mission in Sudan (UNMIS), followed 
by a stint as Coordinator and Re-
gional Representative of UNMIS 
in South Sudan from 2006-2007. 
Furthermore, He also advised on 

the transition of the African Union 
Operation in Darfur to the African 
Union-United Nations Hybrid Oper-
ation in Darfur (UNAMID).

 Mr. Schumann retired in Sep-
tember 2007. He is currently an 
independent advisor /researcher 
with the University of Konstanz on 
intra-state armed conflict and ex-
ternal interventions, in particular 
UN peacekeeping operations. He is 
a regular trainer at the National Mil-
itary Academy Senior Staff Training 
Programmes; the National Police 
Academy and other institutions, in 
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INTERVIEW

support of UN peacekeeping and 
post-conflict reconstruction as well 
as development operations. He also 
serves as a member of the expert 
panel advising the Parliamentary 
Committee on Civilian Crisis Preven-
tion and peacekeeping issues in the 
German Parliament.

In this interview, Mr. Schumann 
talks to Voices of Darfur about his 
experience in peacekeeping mis-
sions, UNAMID’s Jebel Marra Task 
Force as well as its Temporary Op-
erating Base in Golo, Central Darfur. 

VOD: With more than 35 years 

of professional experience, most 
of which were spent serving in dif-
ferent capacities in the United Na-
tions, how would you describe your 
short tenure with UNAMID? 

ADJSR Schumann: I worked in 
different United Nations organi-
zations in different capacities and 
I have spent considerable time in 
Sudan. The decision to come back 
to Sudan, in particular to Darfur, is 
closely related to the work I have 
done in this country through my 
earlier professional roles. I believe 
that the situation in Darfur has 
evolved since I was last here. We 
need to seize this opportunity to 
find a more durable solution to the 
Darfuri conflict.    

VOD: You refer to the situation in 
Darfur as having evolved, how did 
you observe that?  

ADJSR Schumann: I have had a 
long relationship with Sudan and 
with Darfur; I have carefully ob-
served and monitored the evolving 
nature of the situation here. Even 
when I was in Germany, before I 
knew that I was coming here, I was 
very aware about what is going on in 
Darfur, including the complexity of 
the Mission’s operational environ-
ment. I have a focused idea of what 
I can contribute professionally to 
help the Mission provide enhanced 
solutions to the conflict in Darfur. 

I came to Sudan, for the first time 
in 1983, so I have been evaluating 
the situation in Sudan from multiple 
angles over a long period of time. I 
am certain that this was the reason 
why colleagues from the UN Head-
quarters in New York requested me 
to come to Darfur. I believe I was 
asked specifically because of my 
background, my knowledge and my 
engagement with the situation in 

Sudan and Darfur, in particular.
VOD: UNAMID has now estab-

lished the Jebel Marra Task Force 
and commenced construction of 
the Temporary Operating Base in 
Golo, Central Darfur, as part of its 
reconfiguration process and focus 
on peacekeeping in the Jebel Mar-
ra area. What difference do you 
feel this will make on the ground in 
terms of enhancing peacekeeping 
in Jebel Marra?   

ADJSR Schumann: In Jebel Mar-
ra, we have an armed movement 
operating in different parts of that 
area. Its fighting capacity has been 
massively reduced but still this is a 
classic peacekeeping set up. UN-
AMID has the instruments, the ex-
pertise, and the knowledge on how 
to deal with this scenario. It is a 
classic example of ongoing internal 
conflict, where I think UNAMID can 
do a lot. In my analysis, the Mission 
should focus on this particular sce-
nario—the remaining elements of 
an armed movement challenging 
governmental authority in a par-
ticular region, thereby creating a 
massive threat to the civilian popu-
lation. In such situations, it is the lo-
cal populace that suffers, with many 
displaced and some choosing to 
hide in the Jebel Marra mountains. 

I have visited this area, seen 
abandoned villages and talked to 
community leaders about their sit-
uation. This is a definitive need for 
peacekeeping. I think the decision 
to establish the Jebel Marra Task 
Force, create Golo as a Temporary 
Operational Base and enhance the 
Mission’s existing office in Zalingei 
for planning and implementation 
of programmes, is a very important 
move. In my opinion, the center of 
gravity for UNAMID must shift fully 

UNAMID’s newly-appointed Acting Deputy Joint Special Representative (ADJSR), Peter 
Schumann, (third from right), visited on 10 January 2018, Zalingei, Central Darfur, where 
he met with senior Mission officials and local authority representatives. The familiarization 
visit included discussions on the establishment of the Mission’s Jebel Marra Task Force and a 
Temporary Operating Base in Golo. Photo by Mohammed Iddris, UNAMID.
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towards the Jebel Marra area. This 
is the focus and my recommenda-
tion would be the throw all Mission 
resources into the Jebel Marra. 

One thing we should never for-
get, is that when the conflict start-
ed in 2003, the fighting started in 
the Jebel Marra area. At that time 
UNMIS was on the verge of being 
established as the advanced mis-
sion, after signing of the north-
south peace agreement. Prior to 
that we had AMIS, an operation 
funded by donors. It was neither a 
peacekeeping option nor a proper 
African Union funded operation, 
but was backed by a group of do-
nors, such as Canada, Netherlands 
and others. The consequence was 
that these organizations did not 
have the capacity at the time to 

tackle the heart of the problem 
inside the Jebel Marra region. Hu-
manitarian agencies established 
centers around Jebel Marra to 
distribute humanitarian aid. This 
resulted in a pull factor, where 
people came out of Jebel Marra to 
receive humanitarian aid but could 
not return, due to continued fight-
ing between the rebel movements 
and Government of Sudan forces. 
50 years later, the United Nations 

finally has access inside the Jebel 
Marra area. The pull factor is re-es-
tablished as the people will have 
confidence in the presence of the 
UN and hopefully return to their 
places of origin. This is the heart of 
the matter, the core of what peace-
keeping should do in Jebel Marra.

VOD: What would be the best 
approach for the Jebel Marra 
Task Force to adopt in order to 
be effective?

INTERVIEW

UNAMID Acting Deputy Joint Special Representative (ADJSR), Peter Schumann, is pictured meeting on 16 January 2018, representatives of 
the nomadic community at the Kube water point, 6 kilometers from Sortony, North Darfur. During his visit, the ADJSR also discussed the se-
curity situation in the area and the relationship between internally displaced persons and nomads, with leaders of the displaced population 
and members of the Sudan Liberation Army-Peace and Development. Photo by Zurab Elzarov, UNAMID.

“I think the decision to establish the Jebel Marra 
Task Force, the creation of Golo Temporary 
Operating Base and the enhancement of 
the Mission facilities in Zalingei to facilitate 
peacekeeping implementation in the area, 
is a very important move.”
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ADJSR Schumann: The Secretary- 
General Antonio Guterres’s Report, 
states that peacekeeping must be 
nimble. It must be smart, flexible 
and creative. I would like to see UN-
AMID presence in Rokero, and oth-
er smaller places. It doesn’t have to 
be a huge base, but the Mission’s 
presence always counts for the host 
community. We can have a couple 
of tents; we can rent existing build-
ings and base ourselves in these 
localities, stay for a month to three 
months and then move to another 
base. It has to be smart and nimble, 
using the UN Secretary- General’s 
emphasis again. We have to create a 
pull factor with the people in these 
nine team sites around Jebel Marra, 
which are part of the Jebel Marra 
Task Force area, thereby building 
and urging peaceful coexistence 

amongst the communities in the 
area. UNAMID has to be seen in the 
villages and all these remote places. 
When trust is achieved, UNAMID 
can create an attraction factor and 
encourage people to return to reoc-
cupy their villages of origin, at which 
point the difficult work will start, 
that of rebuilding the local economy. 

Jebel Marra was the bread basket 
in Darfur. It was a major economic 
contributor to the budget of the lo-
cal Darfur state. The area was rich, 
with local farmers and merchants 
exporting fruit and other agricul-
ture products to the whole region 
and beyond into countries such as 
Chad and Libya. For instance, Jebel 
Marra oranges are famous all over 
Darfur and entire country. 

I travelled to Zalingei and Golo 
recently and when I talked to the 

community leaders and I informed 
them that I had remarkable mem-
ories of Jebel Marra during the 
times of its richness; they fully 
agreed with me and shared the 
same sentiments.  

This connection and the pride 
of host community in its home 
area needs to be re-established. 
Again, the Mission has to be nim-
ble, smart, flexible and creative. 
We will need additional expertise 
in the Mission—people who know 
about food production and irriga-
tion. Jebel Marra had a very sophis-
ticated irrigation system for local 
agriculture. The community lead-
ers said there is an urgent need for 
the repair of small dams or reser-
voirs in the valleys to store water, 
so they can irrigate the fruit trees. 
This is what needs to be done.

INTERVIEW

UNAMID Acting Deputy Joint Special Representative Peter Schumann, accompanied by UNAMID staff, met on 30 January 2018, with repre-
sentatives of the displaced community at the Internally Displaced Persons Gathering Site in Sortony, North Darfur. Issues discussed included 
protection of civilians and the facilitation of inter-communal dialogues. Photo by Armands Pupols, UNAMID. 
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POINT OF VIEW

While international organisations and the Government of Sudan are taking 
steps to ensure greater participation of women in decision-making bodies, 
much remains to be done to ensure that Darfuri women are fully 
empowered in a region where conflict is endemic and cultural 
and religious norms do not recognize gender equality

The Struggle for Women’s Rights in Darfur

BY HUMAN RIGHTS SECTION
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UNAMID peacekeepers during a daily routine patrol in the new 
Rwanda IDP Camp in Tawilla, North Darfur. UNAMID conducts 
24/7 patrols across Darfur as per its core protection of civilians 
mandate. Photo by Mohamad Almahady, UNAMID.
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POINT OF VIEW

The impact of the armed conflict 
on women in Darfur has been se-
vere. Data has shown that 45 per-
cent of households in Darfur are 
female-headed with a higher per-
centage of 65 – 70 in the internal-
ly displaced persons camps (IDP). 
Similarly, 65 percent of the agri-
cultural labour force before active 
conflict was provided by women 
and they also engaged in subsis-
tence farming to feed their house-
holds. The armed conflict which 
has seen the proliferation of small 
arms and the recruitment of many 
abled men into militia groups have 
disrupted agricultural activity and 
thus impacted on women’s liveli-
hoods. Women cannot sell their 
labour on a large scale nor engage 
in their “backyard gardening”/sub-
sistence farms as before, but now 
engage in seasonal agricultural ac-
tivities in their original homesteads 
or seek alternative livelihood op-
tions in the IDP settlements such 

as fetching water and firewood.  
Communities in Darfur have al-

ways had both temporary wom-
en-headed households and long-
term women-headed households. 
≠percent of households in Darfur 
are women-headed, compared 
to average of 28 percent wom-
en-headed households in other re-
gions of Sudan. “The conflict in Dar-
fur has changed the family-head 
structure in IDP camps where 
about two-thirds of the households 
are headed by women.” Signifi-
cant proportion of women-head-
ed households in Darfur are poor 
and vulnerable. The protracted 
conflict and displacement in Dar-
fur has worsened socio-economic 
indicators and increased gender 
disparities by impeding livelihood 
opportunities and access to ba-
sic services. Poverty and violence 
characterize the lives of women 
in Darfur, with many women hav-
ing suffered harassment, rape and 

other forms of sexual abuse. The 
conflict has affected women dif-
ferently than men. Disproportion-
ate number of men have left their 
families – to fight, to escape being 
killed, or try to earn living outside 
family locations. Women have 
stayed to support their remaining 
family members comprising mainly 
of the old and children.

Life in the IDP camps has made 
women vulnerable to unacceptable 
levels of sexual and gender-based 
violence. Women travel out of the 
camps for water and firewood and, 
in the process, get raped or abused 
by armed militia. Due to the break-
down of social services such as 
health, education, protection and 
justice sectors, the well-being of 
women and girls is further com-
promised. Maternal mortality rates 
are high – 605/100,000 live births 
compared to the national average 
of 435/100,000 live births; school 
enrolment is low for girls and per-

On19 May 2015,  women leader in Tabit area, North Darfur addressing meeting during  a visit of  Mis Rashida Manjoo, the Special 
Rapporteur on violence against women to Darfur. Photo by Mohamad Almahady, UNAMID.
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centage of literacy levels for wom-
en aged 15 to 24 years is 32 percent 
compared to the national level of 45 
percent. Similarly, access to justice 
is limited, with women having a low 
appreciation of their rights. For ex-
ample 68 percent of Darfuri women 
between 15 to 45 years believe a 
husband is justified to beat his wife 
compared to the national average 
of 47 percent. There is widespread 
impunity for rape and gender based 
crimes as most perpetrators are not 
brought to justice, and due to lack 
of the functioning of the judicial sys-
tem, sexual violence and other cas-
es are often dealt with in traditional 
settlements in contravention of in-
ternational human rights standards. 

The level of awareness of HIV/
AIDS and an acceptable attitude to 
people living with HIV is 5.3 percent 
for Darfur, compared to the nation-
al average of 8.3 percent. This is in 
a context where recognition, pro-
tection and promotion of women’s 

rights are facing challenges from 
cultural and religious norms that 
do not recognize gender equality 
and women’s rights and where the 
mechanisms for enforcing rights 
granted by the Constitution, poli-
cies and federal and state laws are 
either non-existent or ineffective 
and where armed conflict has be-
come endemic and a way of life. 

Several political factors related 
to the ongoing conflict can be read 
from a gendered perspective as 
well. “In principle, the Doha Doc-
ument for Peace in Darfur (DDPD) 
incorporates gender considerations 
for good governance within several 
of its key provisions.” Article 1 of the 
DDPD calls for the promotion and 
protection of human rights and fun-
damental freedoms, and includes 
reference in particular to the needs 
of women, children and vulnerable 
groups during early recovery, re-
construction, rehabilitation and ed-
ucation policies and programmes. 

Article 7 outlines provisions for the 
creation of a National Civil Service, 
which should include affirmative ac-
tion provisions, taking into consid-
eration the need for gender balance 
among civil service officers. Article 
10 outlines core competencies for 
the DRA, including responsibility for 
several gender issues such as wom-
en’s advancement, motherhood 
and childcare, and the development 
of a gender policy. Under Article 16, 
the DDPD calls for socio-economic 
development and improvement in 
human resource development, with 
particular emphasis on educational 
attainment and the elimination of 
illiteracy among women. Article 27 
further outlines a system of grants 
to be dedicated toward develop-
ment initiatives related to poverty 
alleviation, attainment of the Mille-
nium Development Goals (MDGs), 
Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDG) and realizing gender equity. 
Article 55 further enshrines the role 

Women in Malha, North Darfur attend a Workshop on UN Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security organized by 
UNAMID Gender Advisory Unit. This Resolution reaffirms the important role of women in the prevention and resolution of conflicts, peace 
negotiations, peace-building, peacekeeping, humanitarian response and post-conflict reconstruction. Photo by Sojoud Elgarrai, UNAMID.
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of women and youth related to pre-
vention and resolution of conflicts. 

These gender equality provi-
sions in the DDPD, taken in con-
junction with those outlined in 
the Interim National Constitution 
(2005), present an optimistic 
picture for the advancement of 
women’s rights in Darfur. Protec-
tion  and  enforcement  of  these 
provisions,  however,  has  been  
and  will  likely,  remain  a sig-
nificant challenge in the region. 
Notably absent from the DDPD is 
a concrete quota mechanism tar-
geting women’s participation in 
various bodies prescribed in the 
document. On the other hand, 
women’s participation in the po-
litical sphere has progressed mod-
erately in Sudan due in large part 
to the National Election Law of 
2008, which specifically establish-
es an affirmative action target of 
25 percent for women’s represen-
tation in parliaments in Sudan, but 
short of the international thresh-
old of 33 percent women’s repre-
sentation in parliament.

The representation of women in 
the governance structures, in pub-
lic institutions in Darfur, is poor es-
pecially at higher levels of decision 
making. Women also rarely exist 
in traditional structures of Native 
Administration at the locality level. 
Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) in 
Darfur therefore provide an oppor-
tunity for women to have a voice 
and to participate in different issues 
of concern, especially issues regard-
ing peacebuilding and human rights. 
However, the cooption of the civil 
society and the control assumed by 
the government and security enti-
ties, have rendered this opportunity 
ineffective. Further, CSOs are often 
directed by political and ethnic al-
legiances and over-represent edu-
cated elite and often urban popula-
tions, excluding the perspective of 
rural constituencies.

In the existing representation 
by women across Sudan, including 
Darfur, capacity gaps exist at all 
levels of leadership among wom-

en as aspiring political candidates, 
leaders within party executive bod-
ies, members of parliament, gov-
ernment actors, academic leaders, 
youth, and representatives of civil 
society, and in traditional leader-
ship roles at the community level. 
Presence in office does not neces-
sarily translate into active partici-
pation nor does it imply inclusion. 
It is noted that the few women 
occupying public offices in Darfur 
and across Sudan tend to reflect 
Sudan’s most elite voices and are 
not representative of broader 
spectrum of interests, particularly 
of rural communities they are sup-
posed to represent. 

At the root of this gender iniqui-
ty lies the fact that women are sup-
ported more as beneficiaries than 
as actors in decision making. Virtu-
ally all international development 
assistance partners and national 
CSOs involved in humanitarian and 
recovery programmes/projects in 
Darfur aim at promoting women’s 
benefits to enhance women surviv-
al and livelihoods conditions from 
such interventions. The major role 
played by women is that of bene-
ficiaries from programme/project 
activities. However, development 

partners recognize that while the 
role of women as beneficiaries 
contribute to improvement in their 
living conditions and livelihoods, it 
does not empower women to make 
choices for their current needs and 
aspiration towards recovery and 
development of Darfur.

For instance, some international 
and national CSOs consulted on the 
gender dimension of interventions 
in Darfur, claim that they do imple-
ment some women-specific pro-
gramme activities such as female 
reproductive health, education of 
the girl child, food and livelihood 
support to women-headed house-
holds, among other activities, by 
virtue of their respective mandates 
and organizational objectives. How-
ever, many such activities are direct-
ed at providing benefits in terms of 
better conditions for women only 
as beneficiaries. Efforts to promote 
women in leadership positions and 
participation in decision making 
are undertaken only within project 
management arrangements in local 
communities. Hence, interventions 
to support promotion of gender 
equality in Darfur through advocacy 
and technical support for enhancing 
women leaderships and participa-

UNAMID, in partnership with the Sudan Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegra-
tion Commission, on 11 July 2017 launched eight community stabilization projects in 
Mournei locality, West Darfur. More than 200 people participated in this vocational 
training. Photo by Umal Hassan Abdallah, UNAMID.
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tion in decision making on human-
itarian and recovery issues within 
the public service and local commu-
nities  is lagging behind in Darfur.

Government structures and 
mechanisms exist to support gen-
der equality and women’s empow-
erment in Darfur. For instance, 
there is a Ministry of Social Affairs, 
in each of the five states in Darfur, 
to coordinate activities of state 
ministries on gender equality and 
empowerment issues in Darfur. 
The states ministries on gender is-
sues are linked to the federal-level 
Ministry of Social Welfare and So-
cial Security in Khartoum on gen-
der policy and programme towards 
promoting women empowerment 
in Sudan. There are also gender fo-
cal points in each of the state line 
ministries for coordination with 
the gender-ministries on women 
issues. A highly placed position of 
Adviser on Gender to each of the 
five State Governors in Darfur was 
also in existence but was removed.

Opportunities for advocating for 
gender equality and women’s em-
powerment, therefore, exist in var-
ious strategic institutions in the five 
states in Darfur. However, capacity 
is limited within the gender minis-

tries as in other government insti-
tutions in the region. There is also 
lack of coordination among devel-
opment assistance partners who 
work with various line ministries 
across various issues related to 
gender equality and women-spe-
cific issues. In this respect, coordi-
nation between the gender-based 
ministries and line ministries is 
weak across the region. On the oth-
er hand, civil society organizations 
lack adequate capacities and suf-
fer weak coordination within their 
networks which hinder them from 
forming a common front on advo-
cacy and seeking accountability on 
gender equality and women’s em-
powerment in Darfur. Hence, while 
opportunities exist for promoting 
gender equality and women’s em-
powerment in Darfur, there is need 
for concerted efforts in capacity 
building, and promoting coordina-
tion, and networking. 

It is noted that international 
and national development part-
ners make some efforts to pro-
mote women’s roles as actors in 
leadership positions and decision 
making within community-based 
projects. However, many partners 
recognized their inadequate ca-

pacities for influencing leadership 
role and participation of women 
in decision making in government 
institutions and traditional com-
munity settings. Hence, their main 
focus remains providing benefits to 
enhance women survival and live-
lihoods conditions, as short-term 
results are needed to ensure visi-
bility and accountability for their 
interventions. The longer-term, ad-
vocacy-demanding interventions, 
women leadership development 
and inclusion of recovery activities, 
are not addressed by large pool of 
partners either due to their lack of 
capacity to do so or such interven-
tions being outside their mandates 
on achieving tangible humanitari-
an and recovery results. 

The roles of women in leader-
ship positions and participation in 
decision-making in peacebuilding, 
conflict resolution, and wider re-
covery issues, are virtually lacking 
in rural communities in Darfur due 
to cultural barriers excluding wom-
en from such issues. Women are 
also systematically excluded from 
leadership positions and partici-
pation in political and administra-
tive issues in public institutions as 
shown by their low representation 
in legislatures, judiciary, prosecu-
tion, police and prisons and in top 
position in several line ministries. 

However, consultation reveals 
that a gender transformation 
phenomenon causing changes in 
gender relationships and existing 
inequality is emerging in urban 
settings, especially in IDP camps. 
In these camps, women are in-
creasingly included in leadership 
roles, even though most of their 
roles primarily revolve around 
displaced women’s issues. What 
remains to be seen, however, is if 
this inclusivity will continue when 
such women leaders return to 
their communities, and are faced 
with cultural barriers that could 
exclude them from leadership 
roles and decision-making in their 
villages of origin.

UNAMID staff members, students from a Midwifery School and three Technical Schools for 
girls, march in ElFasher, North Darfur, to commemorate the 16 Days of Activism Against 
Gender-based Violence, organized by UNAMID Gender Advisory Unit. The event intends to 
raise awareness in communities about gender violence and its implications for communi-
ties, women and girls’ lives and livelihood. Photo by Hamid Abdulsalam, UNAMID.
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UNAMID’s Communication and Public 
Information Section (CPIS)

CPIS, through its Community Outreach Unit, conducts regular 
school visits in the Mission’s Area of Responsibility. These 
visits are aimed at promoting a peace culture and peaceful 
coexistence among school children as well as raising awareness 
on the Mission’s mandate and the reconfiguration process.

During these visits to secondary, basic and kindergarten 
schools, mainly in Camps for internally displaced persons, the 
Community Outreach Unit distributes informational materials 
such as scarves, brochures, t-shirts, caps and stationary 
branded with peace messages to students and teachers.

CPIS conducts around twenty school 
visits annually, reaching an estimated 
15,000 students in North Darfur.
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Sudanese-American poet and 
activist Eimtithal Ibrahim Mah-
moud decided to walk a distance 
of approximately 1,300 kilometers 
from El Fasher, North Darfur, to 
Khartoum, as part of her Dreams 
for Peace campaign. A Philadel-
phia-based Darfuri, Ms. Mahmoud 
is devoted to the cause of sustain-
able peace and dedicates her time 
to spreading understanding through 
poetry and advocacy for disadvan-
taged communities the world over. 

VoD: Tell us about your ‘Dreams 
for Peace’ project?

Eimtithal: I am here to do a proj-
ect called Dreams for Peace, which 
is a series of civilian peace talks that 

center around the idea that we can 
make dreams come true together. 
The whole thing is similar to a jour-
ney home. Through this walk I want 
people literary put forward steps 
toward peace, because every step 
toward peace is a potential future 
step toward home. When I sat in the 
peace talk I told them I came to lis-
ten and try to do anything that can 
organize our thoughts and dreams. 
It seem that everyone wants to go 
home and have concerns whether 
the family is going to be safe or not. 
The hope is to create this collective 
responsibility through the walk; that 
we are going to take steps and re-
sponsibilities together on our shoul-

der in order to help people organize 
their thoughts and initiate workable 
civilian peace plans for getting every-
one home. This is a walk for solidari-
ty, for home and for peace.

VoD: Is your initiative aimed at 
ending the suffering of the people 
in Darfur? 

Eimtithal: The idea came be-
cause my family and I are from Dar-
fur and we don’t hear people talking 
about Darfur anymore, though the 
people still living here are bearing 
the consequences of the conflict. 
It’s high time to address it and find 
a way to move forward and take 
on the responsibility that this crisis 
never happens again.

Voices of Darfur speaks to young activist and poet, EImtithal Ibrahim, about her 
love for Darfur and her commitment to the cause of peace.

Walking for Peace: An interview with the 
Sudanese -American poet Eimtithal Ibrahim

BY SALAH MOHAMMED

In a bid to raise awareness about the importance of lasting peace and development in Darfur, Eimtithal Ibrahim Mahmoud (middle), 
walked a distance of approximately 1,600 kilometers from El Fasher, North Darfur, to Khartoum as part of her Peace Dreams 
campaign. A Philadelphia-based Darfuri, Ms. Mahmoud dedicates her time to spreading understanding through poetry and advocacy 
for disadvantaged communities the world over. Photo by Amin Ismail, UNAMID.
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VoD: What you want to achieve 
from walking these 1,300 kilome-
ters from El Fasher to Khartoum?

Eimtithal: This walk has many 
purposes. It is a healing journey 
and through it we create space for 
tolerance and talk about what hap-
pened, as Darfuris and Sudanese, 
in general, are most resilient peo-
ple. I have learned that resilience 
is not something that just happens. 
It takes hard work and an everyday 
choice to go forward. 

VoD: What are you planning to 
do during this long journey?

Eimtithal:  I will listen to po-
etry, music, see art and send our 
thoughts and dreams to the com-
munities, as far as we can reach. 
When any child in a camp in the 
depths of Darfur, seeing someone 
in Washington DC or Paris sending 
a video saying I dream for peace 
too and I respect your dream and I 
stand with you—it was something 
that spoke volumes.

VoD: What challenges do you ex-
pect during this long walk from El 
Fasher to Khartoum?

Eimtithal: It will be cold some-
time in the morning and the food 
will be hard to deal with. Also, along 
the road a lot of people will be ask-
ing why I am doing this. To them I 
say come and walk with me a little 
bit and I will tell you.

VoD: How you will disseminate 
your ideas to the community?

 Eimtithal: Capital Radio is go-
ing to do a daily broadcast directly 
from me. I will be recording along 
the walk, and I will be sending state-
ments from me and the walkers to 
the Court magazine.  The reality is 
that anything public and internation-
al can have a lot of voices and peo-
ple around it saying different things 
and I already experienced that in 
Sudan during the five months I was 
planning for this walk. My Facebook 
page and website and the specific 
radio stations and articles I am going 
to post there are the main source 
of information about the walk.

VoD: Do you think the Sudanese 

will accept your ideas along the 
road, walking for peace? 

Eimtithal: The reality is that peo-
ple have started to taste the first 
ideas of peace. In the big cities we 
have started to feel a little bit more 
comfortable but we are still very 
aware of the dangers that are out 
there. There is a need for lot of work 
to be done before we can truly say 
that Sudan and Darfur have peace 
and everyone is comfortable, happy 
and safe. I am surprised to see so 
many people standing with me be-
cause, during the first five months 
of planning this walk, everyone was 
saying that I will be walking alone 
with no one to help me. But once 
the human beings I met opened 
their hearts and their minds to the 
idea, including my family, the grand-
mothers in ZamZam and Ottash 
camps, the students of El Fasher 
University, most of them became 
open to the idea.

VoD: Are there any groups or in-
dividuals who have decided to join 
your project?

Eimtithal: Some 110 students 
from El Fasher University have al-
ready registered for the first day of 
the walk. Some of them will walk to 
the gate of El Fasher, and some to 
the next points such as Jugu Jugu 
and Karkar villages. Some other stu-

dents have shown interest in walk-
ing all the way to Khartoum. Howev-
er, so far, I have one person who will 
be walking with me to Khartoum 
and this is my cousin.

VoD: Have you got enough support 
from civil society organizations and 
Government of Sudan institutions?

Eimtithal: I requested in-kind 
support from some businesses and 
I was surprised with other support I 
received when the idea become so 
popular. Everyone is trying to con-
tribute, but at the end it’s my deci-
sion whether or not to accept any 
support.  At the kickoff event a lot of 
people volunteered to speak. People 
I asked for help are helping and even 
those, who were not approached 
by me are supporting the event.  

VoD: Is there any political agen-
da you want to achieve through this 
project? 

Eimtithal: Absolutely not. The 
reality is that I am a Darfuri-Suda-
nese-American and I don’t have any 
political say in Sudan but I am trying 
to understand the politics in Sudan, 
as there are a lot of differences in 
the spaces I am navigating and en-
gaging with. This is the risk when 
you create an open invitation; I can 
engage with everyone but the peo-
ple behind the walk are my family, 
the specific students around me 

The Philadelphia-based Darfuri, Ms. Eimtithal Mahmoud interacts with University students 
before start walking a distance of approximately 1,600 kilometers from El Fasher, North 
Darfur, to Khartoum as part of her Peace Dreams campaign. Photo by Amin Ismail, UNAMID.
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and the media sources that I will be 
highlighting during the walk. These  
are the reliable sources for informa-
tion about my walk.

VoD: In your opinion, how does 
the international community view 
the situation in Darfur?

Eimtithal: Unfortunately, people 
don’t really talk about Darfur any-
more. I don’t really see anything 
in the media. However, in truth, 
people are still living in suffering ev-
ery day. Of course the people who 
worked in Darfur still care about it 
and they will never forget. I think 
the public eye has turned away 
from Darfur. This walk for peace can 
bring the attention to the human 
element of peace. The idea is that 
instead of depending on one peace 
plan and a model that people have 
being using for centuries, which has 
been usually put together by men in 
a room. I don’t think that is a viable 
solution for the reality of the work 
that needs to be done here. There 
are seven billion of people in the 
world and there are millions in Su-
dan. How can they depend on two 
or three people agreeing on some-
thing which impacts so many?

VoD: How do you think peace 
can be achieved in Darfur?

Eimtithal: The first step is defin-
ing peace by allowing people to tell 
their individual ideas and dreams 

for peace. Peace is a word but you 
can decide how to define it and 
how to implement it. The first step 
for achieving peace is understand-
ing the people collectively and then 
sorting through individual ideas and 
responsibilities toward peace.

VoD: How can the young genera-
tion, poets and artists contribute to 
achieving peace in Darfur?

Eimtithal: They can start host-
ing a peace talk and help each oth-
er to get together and finish these 
dreams for peace, because the 
more people contribute with their 
ideas for peace, the more beautiful 
ideas we will have for understanding 
what peace looks like in Sudan and 
in Darfur specifically. I am opening 
an avenue through my walk for peo-
ple to sign up for their dreams for 
peace and to commit themselves to 
hosting peace talks until we can fin-
ish these civilian peace plans. 

VoD: What is the message you 
want to send through this initiative 
to the international community?

Eimtithal: It is very complicated 
because I am also part of the inter-
national community as someone 
from Darfur who grew up in Phil-
adelphia in the United States. My 
message to the international com-
munity, to my community, I guess, is 
that we usually think the problems 
we see in other places are far from 

ourselves and our lives. These prob-
lems couldn’t possibly happen to 
us but they could be reality in an-
other place. If we didn’t contribute 
to the peace process in Darfur as if 
we were contributing to peace pro-
cesses in Philadelphia, New York or 
Washington DC, that responsibility 
will lie squarely on our shoulders. 

 VoD:  What is your message 
to the people of Darfur including 
youth and women?

Eimtithal: My message to the 
people in Sudan and Darfur, who 
tell me that I am so small to walk 
all these kilometers, is that the hard 
thing is being faced by people who 
lost their homes for 14 and 15 years 
and lost families. My family lost 
people as well and some are also in 
the camps. You have to still be will-
ing to move forward and every day I 
choose to move forward myself. 

VoD: What is your message to 
the conflicting parties in Darfur?

Eimtithal: We all have different 
responsibilities and the reality is 
that a lot of people in Sudan haven’t 
lived up to their responsibilities. It 
is important for us to live up to our 
responsibilities, and if we wait for 
people who have never agreed to 
try and agree, we will be waiting for 
many more years. We don’t have 
that kind of time. 

VoD: What is your special mes-
sage to the artists in Darfur?

Eimtithal: I have being doing work-
shops around the world and using art 
platforms to let people be able to 
speak productively about everything 
that makes them human. When I do 
my poetry sessions, people cry but 
they cry because they feel. To all art-
ists out there, I want to tell them that 
the reason, even though I am a scien-
tist, I choose art to speak because it 
allows me to say anything I want to 
say in a productive way. I think our 
language in Sudan and Darfur is very 
poetic, and speaking with humani-
ty allows us speak productively. We 
Sudanese share a country and if we 
don’t start collaborating it is going to 
be a very hard space to share.

CULTURE

The Philadelphia-based Darfuri, Ms. Eimtithal Mahmoud interacts with University students 
before start walking a distance of approximately 1,600 kilometers from El Fasher, North 
Darfur, to Khartoum as part of her Peace Dreams campaign. Photo by Amin Ismail, UNAMID.
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Eimtithal Ibrahim Mahmoud (middle), with 
female university students, while walking 
from El Fasher, North Darfur, to Khartoum 
as part of her Peace Dreams campaign. 
Photo by Amin Ismail, UNAMID.
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