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EDITOR-IN-CHIEF NOTE

On 25 May 2017 UNAMID, CPIS Communication and Public 
information Section (CPIS), in collaboration with Open 
University of Sudan, organized a Photo Exhibition in Khartoum 
as part of the commemoration of the International Day of 
UN Peacekeepers. Photo by Mohamad Almahady UNAMID

ON THE COVER

I’M PLEASED to introduce the June 2017 
issue of  Voices of  Darfur, which contains news, 
features and interviews not only about unique 
aspects of  life in Darfur but also about UN-
AMID’s ongoing efforts to facilitate lasting 
peace in the region.
In the interview “We must uphold the human es-
sence in every Darfuri “ with UNAMID’s Dep-
uty Joint Special Representative- (DJSR)-Protec-
tion, Ms. Bintou Keita speaks about the unique-
ness of  her current job, how she defi nes the 
Mission’s protection of  civilians mandate and 
the warmth and love she has experienced from 
the people living in this confl ict-torn region.
The article “Mariam--giving women a voice 
in Darfur’s peace process” describes Mariam 
Adam Hussein as an inspiration to many women 
across West Darfur in her role as a leader for 
displaced women as well as her conviction that 
every individual must contribute to the peace 
process across the region. 
The article “Reinforcing Rule of  law in Darfur 
by building capacity of  National Justice Mecha-
nisms” refl ects the Mission’s works in partner-
ship with Sudan National Judicial authorities 
and Attorney General Offi ce to improve the 

rule of  law in Darfur by promoting mediation 
efforts to resolve confl icts by building the capac-
ity of  justice institutions, such as rural courts for 
mediation of  disputes, prosecution offi ces and 
prison services across Darfur
The collection of  photographs titled “UNAMID 
Outreach: Peace Through Sports” portrays 
sports as a tool that contribute to strengthening 
ties and enhancing relations between various 
communities at different strata of  society. Sports 
cuts across all social barriers and brings people 
together in harmonized fashion, regardless of  
their social status, ethnic or political affi liations.
Finally, in our cover feature, “Art as a Tool of  
Peace”, Voices of  Darfur presents an interview 
with the  Nyala-based artist, Yehia Adam Mo-
hammed, where he speaks of  the art scene in 
South Darfur, what inspires him and the role of  
local artists in bringing about social peace and 
cohesion in Darfur.
As Voices of  Darfur continues to evolve as a 
news magazine, we welcome your feedback. To 
send com¬ments by email, please put “Letters 
to the Editor / Voices of  Darfur” in the subject 
line and send the email to:
 unamid-publicinformation@un.org.

Artist Yehia Adam Mohammed is 
pictured displaying his paints at his 
studio in Nyala, South Darfur. Photo by 
Saeed Salim, UNAMID.
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UNAMID Joint Special Representative, Kingsley Mamabolo, conducted a two-day visit to El Daein, East Darfur,  where he engaged with 
the state Wali (Governor), Anas Omar, and members of the Native Administration on local issues On 7 May 2017. The JSR also met with 
representatives of South Sudanese refugees at Kario camp and listened to their concerns. Photo by Abdul Rasheed Yakubu, UNAMID.

EL DAEIN - UNAMID Joint Special 
Representative, Kingsley Mamabolo, 
on 7 May 2017, met the Governor, 
tribal leaders, and community rep-
resentatives during a two-day visit 
to El Daein, East Darfur. Local issues 
were canvassed during a meeting 
with the Wali (Governor), Annas 
Mohammed and members of the 
Native Administration, led by the 
Nazir of Rezigat, Mahmoud Madibo. 

The discussion included the lat-
est developments in the state, and 
ongoing cooperation between the 
Mission and local authorities.

Mr. Mamabolo told tribal leaders 
that the Native Administration plays 
a pivotal role in restoring peace and 
stability in East Darfur. He expressed 
his readiness, within the Mission’s 

mandate, to assist and support 
peace-related projects. In addition, 
the Joint Special Representative 
praised efforts made by the state 
government in sharing its resources 
with refugees at Kario camp. 

 Meanwhile, Mr. Madibo thanked 
the Mission for supporting East 
Darfur communities, underscor-
ing the exemplary cooperation 
between local authorities and the 
Mission. Also during the 7-8 May 
visit, Mr. Mamabolo met with wom-
en and youth groups, and, at Kario 
camp, representatives of South Su-
danese refugees. During a meeting 
involving youth and the State Com-
mittee on Security Council Resolu-
tion 1325 – on women, peace and 
security -- Mustafa Bakhit, a youth 

spokesperson, expressed appreci-
ation for the efforts made by UN-
AMID in supporting tribal reconcil-
iations, social peace and peaceful 
coexistence in East Darfur.

Mr. Bakhit said that UNAMID-sup-
ported training and workshops con-
tributed to evolving good relations 
and strengthened ties between 
people in the community. Youth 
will continue to cultivate a culture 
of peace and promote peaceful 
coexistence among local commu-
nities in the area, said Mr. Bakhit.

Samiya Musa, Chairperson of the 
Committee, said that women are 
the most vulnerable segment of so-
ciety and, as such, require special 
attention and support in terms of 
income generation activities.

EL GENEINA – Some 500 ex-combat-
ants, including 30 women, are going 
through the process of demobilization 
and return to civilian life at a camp in 
El Geneina, West Darfur, thanks in 
part to support from UNAMID.

The session, which kicked off 
on 17 May and is expected to con-
tinue for 10-days, represents the 
fourth round of demobilization. It is 
supported by UNAMID, the World 
Food Programme (WFP) and the Su-
dan Disarmament, Demobilization 
and Reintegration Commission. The 
Commission is supporting the demo-
bilization of a further 150 ex-com-
batants from the Sudan Armed Forc-
es and the Popular Defense Forces.

The former combatants are from 
non-government armed movements 
that signed the 2011 Doha Docu-
ment for Peace in Darfur (DDPD) and 
2006 Darfur Peace Agreement (DPA). 
They comprise elements of the Lib-
eration and Justice Movement (LJM), 
Popular Forces for the Restoration of 

Democracy (PFRD) and Liberal and 
Reform (L&R) Movement.

Islika Sesay, Head of UNAMID’s 
Community Stabilization Section in 
West Darfur, described the Disar-
mament, Demobilization and Rein-
tegration process as part of the final 
security arrangements in the imple-
mentation of the DDPD and DPA.

“The successful execution of this 
operation will bring the official num-
ber of ex-combatants demobilized 
from movement forces since 2010, 
to a total of 3,306 adults in West 
Darfur,” said Mr. Sesay.

Captain Jamaleldin Abdullah, 
Commander of the demobilization 
camp, explained that 150 ex-com-
batants have been demobilized since 
the camp was launched on 15 May.

“I would like to thank UNAMID 
and WFP for supporting the pro-
cess,” said Captain Abdullah, not-
ing that the UN Development Fund 
would play a subsequent role.

Ex-combatants interviewed during 

the session emphasized the impor-
tance of peace and urged non-signa-
tory movements to put down their 
arms and join the peace process.

A former combatant said that his 
group considers peace a strategic 
option, so he and others signed the 
document to bring about peace and 
alleviate the suffering of the people 
of Darfur from the scourge of war.

Another former combatant 
echoed the call for peace, saying it 
would improve conditions for refu-
gees and enable internally displaced 
people to return to their homes.

UNAMID provided logistical, 
technical and financial support to 
the session including a payment to 
each ex-combatant to assist with 
their move to civilian life. 

WFP provided the ex-combatants 
with food rations for three months. 
In addition, the UNDP will facilitate 
assistance after the demobilization 
exercise, including support through 
income-generation projects.V

Ex-combatants attend an awareness-raising session as part of a recent 10-day demobilization at a camp in El Geneina, West Darfur. 
Some 500 former fighters were reached during the session, which was jointly supported by the Sudan Disarmament, Demobilization and 
Reintegration Commission, the World Food Programme and UNAMID. Photo by Muntasir Sharafadin, UNAMID.

V

UNAMID Joint Special Representative engages 
with East Darfur community

UNAMID supports demobilization of 500 
ex-combatants in West Darfur



4 5VOICES OF DARFURVOICES OF DARFUR

NEWS NEWS

V

UNAMID’s Ordnance Disposal Offi  ce, in partnership with the National Mine Action Centre and the local community, celebrated on 24 April, 
2017, all registered contaminated areas being clear of Explosive Remnants of War and unexploded ordnance in Forobaranga, West Darfur. 
The project is part of the Mission’s mandate to protect civilians. Photo by Muntasir Sharafadin, UNAMID.

UNAMID’s Communications and Public Information Section, in partnership with UNESCO and the Sudanese Union of Journalists, 
concluded on 16 May 2017, a three-day “safety in confl ict zones” workshop for female journalists in Darfur. Some 24 journalists, from all 
Darfur states -- including eight UNAMID personnel -- participated in the event, which took place at the Mission’s headquarters in El Fasher, 
North Darfur. Photo by Mohamad Almahady, UNAMID.

FOROBARANGA, WEST DARFUR 
- Thousands of people from Foro-
baranga, West Darfur, gathered to 
mark a milestone in the safety of 
their community this week. In an 
event on 24 April, UNAMID and the 
Nati onal Mine Acti on Centre joined 
with locals in Forobaranga town to 
celebrate the clearance of Explo-
sive Remnants of War (ERW) and 
unexploded ordnance (UXO) from 
all registered contaminated areas 
in the locality. Parti cipants also wel-
comed a pilot survey aimed at en-
suring the area is kept free of resid-
ual ERW and UXO.  

The celebrati on represents the 
culminati on of over nine years of ef-
forts by UNAMID and the centre to 
clear the land and make it safe for 
the community use, and is in accor-
dance with UNAMID’s protecti on of 
civilian’s mandate.

Fadul El-Haja, the Wali (Gover-
nor) of West Darfur, commended 
UNAMID for its role in the success-
ful completi on of the project, which 
he said contributes towards peace 
in the area and paves the way for 
development projects.

Mr. El-Haja highlighted the Govern-
ment’s commitment to support peace, 
enhance security and provide the 
local populati on with basic services.

Lt. General Ali Salim, State Minis-
ter of Defense, praised the Darfuri 
people for their support of peace 
and stability. He noted the impor-
tance of the enti re community be-
ing involved in programmes that 
miti gate the eff ects of war and con-
tribute towards development.

“As part of our responsibility, we 
are committ ed to free Sudan from 
ERW in line with the Ott awa Treaty,” 
said Lt. General Salim, referring to 

the conventi on signed in 1997 that 
placed an internati onal ban on an-
ti -personnel mines.

Abdulhamid Naheed, a repre-
sentati ve of the local community, 
commended the role played by all 
parti es towards the clearance of 
ERW and expressed his hope that 
development projects would follow.

Oumar Kane, Head of UNAMID 
Sector West office, reiterated the 
Mission’s commitment to work 
with the Government of Sudan 
and the community to achieve the 
goals of peace and security in the 
region. He urged the community 
to refrain from engaging in con-
flict, which would re-contaminate 
the area with ERW and UXO. 

Mr. Kane called on locals to be an ex-
ample of a community that promotes 
peace and supports development, 
security and peaceful co-existence 

among diverse groups of people.
Jeff rey McMurdo, Programme 

Manager for the UNAMID Ordi-
nance Disposal Offi  ce, said that 
Forobaranga is the fi rst locality in 
Darfur to complete removal of all 
reported ERW. This milestone un-

derlines the readiness of UNAMID 
and the centre, along with State 
and Local Government, to work to-
gether to clear the remaining areas 
of contaminati on.

“For nine years UNAMID has been 
clearing and someti mes re-clearing 

those parts of Darfur aff ected by 
confl ict. With the current ceasefi res 
there is hope that there will not be 
any new ERW,” said Mr.  McMurdo.

Similar ERW and UXO clearance 
projects are planned for the rest 
of West Darfur.

EL FASHER – Women journalists 
from across Darfur took part in a 
‘Safety in Confl ict Zones’ workshop 
in El Fasher recently, supported in 
part by UNAMID.

The three-day workshop involved 
16 Darfur-based women journalists, 
along with eight female UNAMID 
public informati on staff . During the 
workshop, parti cipants learned to 
recognize the circumstances that 
entail risks for personal safety; to as-
sess major safety risks; and how to 
eff ecti vely deal with public disorders 
or emergencies. They also acquired 

skills that will enhance their safety 
and security, and were exposed to 
best practi ces for confl ict reporti ng.

Nagla Jumaa, a parti cipant and jour-
nalist from Nyala, South Darfur, not-
ed: “The workshop was very import-
ant for us in terms of protecti ng our-
selves as journalists, because in Dar-
fur we have been suff ering for more 
than 13 years from war and confl ict.”

Another journalist, Reem Abdal-
la, from Zalingei, Central Darfur de-
scribed the workshop as the most 
important she had ever att ended.

“It brought together journalists 

from all the fi ve states of Darfur and 
created a spirit of harmony and co-
operati on between us as a group,” 
said Ms. Abdalla.

The training was supported by 
UNAMID’s Communicati ons and 
Public Informati on Secti on, in part-
nership with the United Nati ons 
Educati onal, Scienti fi c and Cultural 
Organizati on (UNESCO) and the Su-
danese Union of Journalists.

UNAMID has trained more than 
70 local journalists in 2017 in a ma-
jor contributi on to the development 
of a strong media in Darfur.

V

 Milestone achieved in clearance of Explosive 
Remnants of War in West Darfur 

 Safety in confl ict zones focus of workshop for 
Darfur-based female journalists
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EL FASHER – Remembering fallen 
peacekeepers was a key part of a 
ceremony observing the Internation-
al Day of UN Peacekeepers held on 
29 May 2017 at UNAMID headquar-
ters in El Fasher, North Darfur.

Attended by Mission leadership, a 
representative of North Darfur and 
UNAMID military, police and civilian 
staff, the event included a military 
and police parade. Peacekeepers who 
lost their lives in the line of duty were 
honoured with a minute of silence 
and the laying of wreaths. The lags of 
Sudan, the African Union and the UN 
were lowered to half-mast as a fur-
ther sign of respect.

Related events were organized by 
the Mission in all sectors across Dar-
fur and in Khartoum.

Bintou Keita, UNAMID’s Deputy 
Joint Special Representative-Protec-
tion, read the UN Secretary-General’s 
message, which took the theme of 

‘Investing in Peace around the World”.
Twelve peacekeepers have been 

killed to date this year, while more 
than 3,500 have lost their lives across 
the years while serving the UN.

“Their efforts on behalf of the in-
ternational community are one of 
the most concrete expressions of the 
UN Charter’s determination ‘to save 
succeeding generations from the 
scourge of war.’  We all owe them a 
great debt,” said Ms. Keita.

Peacekeeping operations have 
evolved from monitoring of cease-
fires to protection of civilians, disarm-
ing ex-combatants, protecting human 
rights, promoting the rule of law, sup-
porting free and fair elections, and 
minimizing land-mine risks.

“The UN is working hard to make all 
our peacekeeping operations cost-ef-
fective from start to finish. We are con-
stantly finding ways to reform, restruc-
ture and drive costs down. At the same 

time, UN peacekeepers are relentless 
in searching for new ways to build sus-
tainable peace,” said Ms. Keita, quot-
ing the Secretary-General’s message.

Hamaza Abass, the Minister of Cul-
ture and Environment for North Dar-
fur, who was representing the Wali 
(Governor) of North Darfur at the 
event, expressed his appreciation to 
UNAMID peacekeepers for their ef-
forts in support of peace, stability and 
development in Darfur. 

Mr. Abass reiterated the commit-
ment of the Government of North 
Darfur to cooperate with UNAMID in 
the cause of peace. 

The International Day of UN 
Peacekeepers is celebrated world-
wide. More than 113,000 ‘Blue 
Helmets’, UN Police and civilian per-
sonnel are currently deployed to 16 
missions, while more than one mil-
lion women and men have served 
under the UN flag.

UNAMID marks International Day 
of UN Peacekeepers 

UNAMID celebrated the International Day of UN Peacekeepers at the Mission Headquarters in El Fasher, North Darfur. The event 
included a military and police parade; observing a minute of silence and laying of wreaths in honour of the Peacekeepers who lost 
their lives in the line of duty. Photo by Amin Ismail, UNAMID.

UNAMID organizes Peace conference 
in El Sereif, North Darfur

From 13 to 14 March 2017, UN-
AMID’s Civil Affairs Section, in col-
laboration with the UN Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP), Oxfam 
America, local authorities and na-
tive Administrations, jointly orga-
nized a two- day peace conference 
in El Sereif Locality to create a 
platform to discuss intercommunal 
conflict issues between the Beni 
Hussein, Northern Rezeigat and 
other minority tribes in the area 
and other areas of North Darfur 
state.   The conference was also 
aimed at rebuilding social cohesion 
and maintenance of peaceful coex-
istence in the area.

The two-day event, which is part 
of the Mission’s continued medi-
ation efforts to promote peaceful 
coexistence among local commu-
nities in Darfur, brought together 
more than 1000 participants in-
cluding prominent tribal leaders 
from neighboring localities, West, 
South and Central Darfur states 
and Khartoum, civil society orga-
nization as well as government 
officials including the Deputy Wali 
of North Darfur, Mr. Mohammed 
Breraima Hassab Alnabei, UNAMID 

and UNDP representatives.
In their discussions, participants 

called for the establishment of joint 
mechanisms between Beni Hussein, 
northern Rezeigat, Zaghawa, and 
Bediat tribes to manage pastoral-
ists’ movement and shared natural 
resources in Abo-Jidad Area, and 
the need to establish early warning 
systems to prevent inter-communal 
conflicts. The restoration of state 
authority, rule of law and public 
order through empowerment of 
law enforcement institutions such 
as police and judiciary in a manner 
that will facilitate control of out-
laws, were also discussed.

Addressing the gathering, Mr. 
Hassan Gibril, UNAMID Head of of-
fice, Sector North, indicated that the 
peace conference was organized in 
line with the Mission’s mandate and 
priorities. He also encouraged all 
participants to continue to embrace 
mutual dialogue and to share limit-
ed resources in the area.

Mike Dzakuma, Acting Head of 
Civil Affairs Section, reiterated UN-
AMID’s readiness to continue the 
good collaboration with the state 
government, local authorities, the 

native administrations and communi-
ties to promote peaceful coexistence 
in the locality and across Darfur. He 
encouraged participants to active-
ly contribute to the discussions and 
make recommendations for durable 
solutions to curb inter-communal 
conflicts and enhance social peace 
in the locality.    “Recurrent tensions 
over access to shared limited natural 
resources including land, water,  pas-
ture and minerals is a major trigger 
for inter-communal violence, espe-
cially in localities west of El Fasher, 
North Darfur”, added Mr. Dzakuma.

Representing UNDP, Mr.   Osman 
Abdulkareim, explained that his or-
ganization is currently implement-
ing a project to promote reconcilia-
tion and coexistence for sustainable 
peace in Darfur. He added that the 
UNDP will contribute to all efforts 
aimed at resolving conflicts through 
peaceful mechanisms of reconcilia-
tion and mediation across Darfur.

Ahmed Ali, a representative of 
the organizing committee called on 
participants to discuss the estab-
lishment of Ajaweed committees to 
resolve tensions between the tribes 
and address issues related to land 
(Hakorat) and encouraged use of 
traditional conflict resolution mech-
anisms to achieve positive results.

The representative of the native 
administrations, Mr. Ismail Sulei-
man touched on the critical need 
to empower native administrations 
and the Ajaweed Councils to build 

UNAMID’s Civil Affairs Section, in collabora-
tion with the UN Development Programme, 
organized on 14 March 2017, a peace confer-
ence to defuse tensions between the Northern 
Rezeigat and Beni Hussein in El Sereif, North 
Darfur. The event is part of the Mission’s con-
tinued mediation efforts to promote peaceful 
coexistence among local communities in Dar-
fur. Photo by Salah Mohammed, UNAMID.
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On 30 May 2017, UNAMID Sector 
Central handed over a constructed 
Women’s Center and Meeti ng Hall 
to the local community in Nerti ti , 
West Jebel Marra Locality in Cen-
tral Darfur. The project, imple-
mented as a Quick Impact Project 
(QIP) is part of the Mission’s con-
ti nued eff orts to empower women 
and improve their working envi-
ronment and wellbeing.

Speaking at the occasion, UN-
AMID Sector Central Commander, 
Brigadier General Kamrul Islam 
noted that the Women’s Center will 
foster peaceful coexistence and 
lasti ng peace among the people in 
the locality. He commended the co-
operati on that exists between UN-
AMID and the Government of Su-

dan, stati ng that it is “through such 
cooperati on and shared vision that 
many achievements have been re-
alized in the locality, through hard 
work and determinati on by the 
people of Sudan.” In her remarks, 
as representati ve of UNAMID’s QIP 
Secretariat, Ms. Yousra El Ghorayeb, 
Civil Aff airs Team Leader in Sector 
Central, explained that the project 
aims to address pressing commu-
nity needs for a common meeti ng 
place for women and is a platf orm 
for building confi dence amongst 
the host community on the Mis-
sion’s mandate. Ms. El Ghorayeb 
described the completed project as 
a good example of the cooperati on 
between civil society, local authori-
ti es and UNAMID.

The Acti ng Commissioner of 
Western Jebel Marra Locality, Mr. 
Hassabo Ahmed Musa, who repre-
sented local government at the han-
dover ceremony, thanked UNAMID 
for constructi ng the Women’s Cen-
ter and for the conti nued support 
from the Mission on other projects 
implemented in the locality.

The representati ve of Women in 
Nerti ti  Locality, Ms. Asha Abdallah, 
extended her grati tude to UNAMID 
for its conti nued support to wom-
en in Western Jebel Marra Locali-
ty and requested additi onal assis-
tance with furnishing the newly 
constructed Women’s Center.

UNAMID has implemented around 
120 Quick Impact projects in Central 
Darfur over the last fi ve years.

 UNAMID hands over women center to local 
community in West Jebel Marra, Central Darfur

 UNAMID trains South Darfur women 
in making fuel-efficient stoves 

UNAMID Sector Central handed over a building, Women’s Center and Meeting Hall,  to the local community in Ner titi, 
West Jebel Marra Locality in Central Dar fur. The project is par t of the Mission’s continued effor ts to empower women and 
improve their working environment and wellbeing. Photo by Kone Mouroulaye, UNAMID.

NEWS

social cohesion in Darfur. He also 
urged the government to collect 
arms from civilians and to form fol-
low-up mechanisms for the eff ec-
ti ve implementati on of reconcilia-
ti ons outcomes.

At the end of the Conference, Tra-
diti onal leaders` signed an agreement 
on co-existence and rebuilding the 
social structures including denuncia-

ti on of confl icts and all types of vio-
lence and culture of war and working 
towards disseminati ng the culture of 
peace. The agreement further com-
mits all concerned to take all mea-
sures available to them to prevent the 
erupti on of confl icts, denounce tribal-
ism and embrace the spirit of accep-
tance of the other people’s concerns 
in order to regain trust and mutual co-

existence to att ain and achieve com-
mon shared benefi ts and interests.

The agreement also addressed 
the need to encourage collecti ve 
eff orts towards fi ghti ng criminals, 
outlaws and spoilers by not provid-
ing them with collecti ve tribe’s pro-
tecti on so as to avoid impunity and 
encourage the disseminati on of all 
good values, ethics and morals.

UNAMID’s Gender Advisory Unit 
in Nyala, South Darfur, recently con-
cluded a two-month capacity-build-
ing programme for women on mak-
ing fuel-effi  cient stoves in Kateela 
locality. More than 1,000 women 
benefi ted from the training, which 
is part of the Mission’s Quick Impact 
Projects (QIPs) programme. 

The programme incorporated 
dual objecti ves of protecti ng the 
environment as well as minimizing 
possible security risks to which Dar-
furi women are exposed to while 
collecti ng fi rewood.

Addressing the gathering, Ber-

hanemeskel Nega, Head of Offi  ce, 
UNAMID Sector South, underscored 
the importance of empowering 
women to enable them to take care 
of their families. “UNAMID stands 
ready to support the local communi-
ty and enhance cooperati on with the 
state Government to ensure prog-
ress on the path of peace building, 
reconciliati on and peaceful coexis-
tence, which are the foundati ons of 
any developed community,” he said.

Addressing the parti cipants, Ai-
sha Hanno, State Minister of Social 
Welfare, emphasized the need for 
women to use the learning acquired 

to train other women in their com-
muniti es so that the skills can cas-
cade to all levels of society.  Omer 
Mawla, Locality Commissioner, Ka-
teela locality, expressed his appre-
ciati on for the Mission’s conti nuous 
support to women’s groups in the 
locality and affi  rmed that the proj-
ect will contribute positi vely to en-
vironment preservati on in the area. 

Kalotom Hussein, Head, Wom-
en’s Union, Kateela locality, request-
ed more support from UNAMID for 
women-focused projects in the 
area, parti cularly the constructi on 
of a women’s centre.

UNAMID’s Gender Advisory Unit recently concluded a two-month capacity-building programme for women in Kateela locality, 
South Darfur, on making fuel-efficient stoves. More than 1,000 women have benefited from the training which is aimed at pro-
tecting the environment and minimizing domestic accidents to which Darfuri women are exposed by using firewood. Photo by 
Amir Abdalla, UNAMID.



10 11VOICES OF DARFURVOICES OF DARFUR

INTERVIEW

“We must uphold the human essence in every Darfuri” 
—An interview with Deputy Joint Special 
Representative-Protection, Bintou Keita

By EMMANUEL EMASEALU 

UNAMID’s Deputy Joint Special Representative, Bintou Keita, speaks to Voices of 
Darfur about the uniqueness of her current job, how she defines the Mission’s 
protection of civilians mandate and the warmth and love she has experienced 
from the people living in this conflict-torn region. 

Bintou Keita was appointed as Dep-
uty Joint Special Representati ve in 
charge of UNAMID’s Protecti on of 
Civilians pillar in November 2015. 
Since then she has hit the ground 
running, traversing through the 
length and breadth of Darfur, inter-
acti ng with its people and demon-
strati ng her own special brand of 
hands-on peacekeeping.

In this candid interview with Voices 
of Darfur, Ms. Keita shares her views 
on the quest for sustainable peace 
across this confl ict-ridden land, gen-
der issues at the workplace and the 
importance of every individual em-
bracing the concept of a bett er to-
morrow for the people of Darfur. 

VoD: Your appointment in 2015 
as DJSR in charge of the Protecti on 
pillar is an inspirati on for women in 
the United Nati ons and elsewhere. 
What does this appointment mean 
to you? Do you see this as a call to 
duty, a problem-solving opportuni-
ty or even as a challenge that must 
be confronted?

DJSR Keita: It is a mixed bag. I 
was appointed in November 2015 
as soon as I fi nished serving in West 
Africa during the Ebola crisis. I was 
very happy to come to Darfur for 
several reasons. First of all, three 
ti mes in my career I had been called 
to work in Darfur and all three ti mes 
I had considered it not the oppor-
tune moment because I had young 
children and was not sure if it was 
the best move at the ti me. The sec-
ond considerati on is the interesti ng 
fact that I am being interviewed by 
Voices of Darfur. It is very interesti ng 
to me because when I was sixteen 
years old, I thought of becoming “a 
voice for Africa”, someday. So, be-
ing interviewed by Voices of Darfur, 
one region in Africa, is interesti ng. 
Perhaps, someday, I could become 
a voice for Africa as a conti nent. An-
other reason why my appointment 
is a source of joy is that I have been 
serving in the UN since 1987 in dif-
ferent countries, including my own 
country, Guinea Conakry. 

In the context of this Mission, 
there is something unique about it. 
There is the uniqueness of working 
for both the United Nati ons and 
the African Union. So, I said to my-
self, perhaps, this is an opportunity 
provided by the African Union to 
learn more about my conti nent. So, 
I would describe my appointment 
as a mixed bag because it is a call 
to duty in my professional capacity 
and a source of joy to me, person-
ally. It is the combinati on of these 
considerati ons that make me happy 
that the Secretary-General appoint-
ed me to this positi on. 

I even found my designati on, the 
ti tle of Deputy Joint Special Repre-
sentati ve for Protecti on, interest-
ing. Initi ally, I thought of protecti on 
in the sense of my previous expe-
rience as UNICEF Representati ve or 
even in the context of the peace-
building Mission in Burundi. But 
here, I have come to understand 
that protecti on has a very diff er-
ent meaning. I have worked in a 
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UNAMID’s Deputy JSR-Protection, Bintou Keita, visits El Daein, East Darfur. She was 
received at the airport by community leaders, women’s rights activists, state ministers 
and others active in the political arena.  Photo by Abdulrasheed Yakubu, UNAMID.

number of conflict and post-con-
flict countries but never in a place 
where you also work with the mil-
itary and police components who 
are dealing with the physical pro-
tection of civilians. What I was fa-
miliar with was the rule of law, child 
protection and women protection. 
But this is the first time I have had 
to be involved in providing physical 
protection to civilians which also 
includes the environment. Even the 
context of the new environment 

presents a unique situation in Af-
rica as both the African Union and 
the United Nations are partnering 
to engage with the Sudanese au-
thorities in a bid to restore peace to 
a place which has been known for 
quite some time to present a tar-
nished image of what Africa stands 
for. I also find my appointment in-
teresting because I understand the 
scars and the wounds of the people 
having also worked in Rwanda in 
2004, ten years after the genocide. 

So, to answer your question in 
a nutshell, I see my appointment 
as UNAMID DJSR in charge of the 
Protection Pillar as an inspiration 
for women generally, a call to duty 
and a good opportunity to contrib-
ute my quota in the effort to solve 
the situation in Darfur. Indeed, my 
appointment could rightfully be de-
scribed as a challenge that must not 
be shied away from but confronted. 

VoD: You have expressed that 
there is a difference in perception 

of how the protection of civilians 
mandate is handled in Darfur com-
pared to how protection is handled 
in other conflict and post conflict 
regions. What is this difference?   

DJSR Keita: The difference is that 
in other posts, I did not work with 
the military and the police to pro-
vide protection of the civilians. The 
only time I worked with the mili-
tary and the police was during the 
fight against Ebola. There were no 
arms because this was not fighting 

another person or an enemy but 
fighting a virus. We had military and 
police expertise. But this is the first 
time I see people in uniform carry-
ing weapons and playing the role of 
preventing or deterring attacks. This 
is new to me.

VoD: You have served in several 
senior management and leadership 
positions with the United Nations 
in Chad, Congo, Madagascar, Cape 
Verde, Rwanda, Burundi, New York, 
Sierra Leone, Guinea and now, Dar-
fur. What would you consider to be 
your personal achievements in the 
discharge of your duty as DJSR - Pro-
tection in UNAMID?

DJSR Keita: I would say it is a bit 
early to assess personal achieve-
ments. But from the comments I re-
ceive, most people are not used to 
having, quote and unquote, “VIPs” 
at my level going to the deep field, 
connecting with the people, run-
ning around in the Mission Head-
quarters or even going to the sec-
tors to meet the people. For me, 
this is part of the job. You cannot 
understand if you are not mixing 
with the people. You must mingle 
with the people to understand their 
thinking, gauge their temperament, 
determine what they represent, as-
certain their dreams and despair, 
and also engage them in dialogue 
in order to further your own under-
standing and vision of what their 
needs are. I believe that this is why 
we are here, to support and serve 
the people. I would say that this is a 
personal working style. 

In the end, it is transforming the 
lives of people that matters and you 
do this by connecting, communicat-
ing, dialoguing, advocating and by 

relating to the people through your 
physical presence even when lan-
guage may appear to be a barrier. 
Indeed, there is a non-verbal lan-
guage which I use to connect with 
the people everywhere I go. I be-
lieve in connecting with the people 
and this makes the difference. 

VoD: In your current role as DJSR, 
have you met with any challenges, 
both as a woman and a leader? If 
so, how did you deal with such chal-
lenges?

DJSR Keita: Well, in every pro-
fessional journey, one is bound to 
encounter challenges. In my cur-
rent role, I have had to unpack and 
display what protection means. This 
Mission has the unique mandate 
of the protection of civilians. Be-
cause my title reflects protection, 
people tend to confuse the overall 
mandate of the Mission (which is 
the protection of civilians) with the 
personality of DJSR (Protection) as 
appointed by the Secretary-Gen-
eral and it only happens that I am 
a woman, a leader. It should not 
mean that my position is a second-
ary role because I am not a man. 
Sometimes, one’s performance can 
be assessed through the gender 
lens, consequently one is expected 
to deal with ‘soft’ issues; it is often a 
perception that women should deal 
with soft issues and not weighty po-
litical issues. But actually, the role 
in itself means that one is dealing 
with politics, negotiation, and every 
other thing which at the end should 
bring about the protection of the 
rights of the citizens of Darfur in the 
context of their communities. It is 
all about bringing peace at the end. 

VoD: Do you have any special 
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to give to my fellow brothers and 
sisters in Darfur, is the importance 
of preparing for tomorrow in the 
context of all seeking durable and 
sustainable peace. 

VoD: You have just made two 
powerful philosophical submis-
sions. The first is that the best time 
to prepare for tomorrow is today. 
The second is the philosophical 
message of hope, hope that no-
body should give up, hope that 
when tomorrow comes, thing will 
be better. How is your daily routine 
as DJSR -Protection? 

DJSR Keita: (Laughs) I will tell 
you a story. On one occasion, I 
went to the field with some mem-
bers of Mission staff including 
Zakaria, one of our interpreters. 
Zakaria is a great guy. Somebody 

message for the people of Darfur 
whom you interact with, literally, on 
a daily basis? 

DJSR Keita: In the context of 
the recent message of the UN Sec-
retary-General on International 
Day of UN Peacekeepers, I would 
say to Darfuri men, women and 
children that the peacekeepers 
are here because it is a calling. It is 
their duty and obligation to serve 
the continent and in this regard, 
they are serving Darfur with zeal 
and commitment. 

So, how do we walk the talk? 
It is by trying as much as possible 
each day to rise above the wounds 
and scars in order to pursue peace 
in every endeavour through 
our attitude and behaviour and 
through the words we use. We 

came to me with the feedback that 
they understand I could work from 
early morning to very late in the 
night and not bother about eating 
or doing anything else. However, 
Zakaria wanted me to kindly note 
and remember that other people 
needed a break so they could eat 
and be refreshed. 

I understand that my daily rou-
tine is very tough. For me, I just 
keep carrying on. I have the ener-
gy. My energy level increases as 
the day evolves. Those around me 
in the office wonder at the hectic 
schedule I keep which includes a lot 
of travelling. I thank God because I 
believe that the energy we expend 
in responding to our calling is not 
coming as a result of what we do in 
terms of taking care of ourselves. 

must uphold the human essence 
in every Darfuri or anyone having 
dealings with Darfur. We must do 
this because we care and because 
tomorrow is best prepared for, 
today. I know life can be very dif-
ficult particularly when the basic 
social amenities are not available.  
But one thing I notice, virtually 
everywhere I go and which makes 
me very emotional, is that despite 
the poverty, despite the challeng-
es, people are still welcoming and 
warm. We cannot put a value tag 
to this. This is the gem that must 
be treasured in spite of the ab-
sence of certain material things. 
These are the values that would 
help us to carry on and must be 
bequeathed to generations to 
come. So, the message I would like 

The energy is coming from above. 
VoD: You have said that the best 

time to prepare for tomorrow is to-
day. In specific terms, what is your 
message for Darfur in preparing for 
tomorrow, today? 

DJSR Keita: I believe we should 
lay down all the weapons that are 
in our minds because the weapons 
outside are a reflection of the weap-
ons that we have inside. This is the 
message I want to give. If everyone 
works on himself then it is possible 
to attain peace. I believe that this 
is what we all, including Darfuris, 
should be doing no matter what 
the challenges and difficulties are. 
It is my general thinking that men, 
women and young people in Darfur 
states must have seen reason not to 
continue fighting.

“You must mingle 
with the people to 
understand their 
thinking, gauge 

their temperament, 
determine what they 
represent, ascertain 

their dreams and 
despair, and also engage 

them in dialogue in 
order to further your 
own understanding 

and vision of what their 
needs are.”

UNAMID Deputy Joint Special Representative-Protection, Bintou Keita -- accompanied by senior Mission staff and members of the local 
authority -- launched a number of community stabilization projects in the Shattaya locality, South Darfur, On 7 May 2017. The projects, 
which aim to support community socio-economic development and local government structures, include construction of a rural court 
and prosecution office, along with the rehabilitation of a police station and 10 water pumps. Photo by Mutaz Munafal, UNAMID.

UNAMID’s Community Stabilization Section handed over a computer lab to the Sudan Open University in El Fasher, North Darfur. The project 
is part of the Mission’s Community-based Labour-intensive Projects (CLIPs) program aimed at building the youth capacity, in a bid to prevent 
them from resorting to violence, substance-abuse, or other anti-social activities, across Darfur. In the photo DJSR Bintu Keita shakes hands 
with Government officials and University Doctors. Photo by Mohamad Almahady, UNAMID.
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Mariam--giving 
women a voice 
in Darfur’s 
peace process

WOMEN PROFILES

the rights of displaced women and 
ensuring that their voice is heard.

Being a wife and a mother of eight 
children (fi ve boys and three girls), 
Mariam understands the needs of 
the women she represents. 

Born in Nory, West Darfur in 
1969, Mariam was displaced from 
there in 2003 and moved to El 
Geneina town where she current-
ly lives.  After completing higher 
secondary school, Mariam en-
gaged in various income gener-
ating initiatives such as making 
bricks among other activities. 

However, her passion for change 
propelled her to get involved in 
activities where she could make a 
difference, such as the peace pro-
cess during the Doha Document 
for Peace in Darfur (DDPD). She 
was a key participant at all Doha 
peace talk forums.

“On behalf of IDPs and refu-
gees, we engaged in the peace 
negotiation in Doha 1, 2 and 3. I 
represented IDP women and was 
selected with two other IDPs to 

participate in the negotiations,” 
she says, adding that some of the 
issues of concern that she raised 
included women’s rights, as well 
as the impact of armed conflict 
and displacement on women. 

During her participation in the 
negotiations, she and two oth-
er IDP representatives contrib-
uted to some articles that were 
included in the peace document 
under the supervision of the in-
ternational community. Mariam 
believes this inclusivity is one of 
the reasons why the people of 
Darfur embraced and feel a sense 
of ownership over the DDPD. 

“Our participation in the ne-
gotiation was in the interests of 
peace and we conveyed our mes-
sage, but unfortunately the DDPD 
is not fully implemented on the 
ground so we are still living in IDP 
camps,” she says.

While acknowledging that the 
DDPD is an acceptable to most 
people, Mariam notes that there 
are many challenges facing its im-

“I would like 
to take this 
opportunity to 
call upon the 
government 
authorities to 
ensure existence 
of a secure 
environment, 
provide basic 
social services 
like schools, 
hospitals and 
recreation places 
for the youth to 
encourage the 
IDPs to move 
back to their 
villages.”

By MATILDA Moyo

WOMEN PROFILES

MARIAM ADAM HUSSEIN has 
become a household name in 
West Darfur, as she is among 
the women that have dedicated 
their lives to contributing towards 
peace in the region. This is a ma-
jor achievement for a woman in 
a place like Darfur, where wom-
en are still conspicuously absent 
from decision-making processes.

Driven by hope and the convic-
tion that peace is not only pos-
sible, but also important for the 
advancement of Darfur, Mariam 
has been involved in the peace 
process at various levels. 

Mariam is currently the Chairper-
son for West Darfur State internally 
displaced persons (IDP) Women’s 
Union, a post she has held since 
2009. She is also the Head Woman 
Sheik at Abuzar IDP Camp.

“I believe that peace is essen-
tial for providing a decent life for 
all human beings,” she says, not-
ing with concern that women in 
IDP camps are unhappy and strug-
gling to cope with life.  

Over the years, Mariam has 
been engaged in advocating for 

Mariam Adam Hussein 
is an inspiration to many 
women across West Darfur 
in her role as a leader for 
displaced women as well as 
her conviction that every 
individual must contribute to 
the peace process across the 
region. 

Signatories to the Doha Document for Peace in Darfur (DDPD) celebrate following the formal signing of the document on 14 July, 
2011 in Doha, Qatar. Photo by Olivier Chassot, UNAMID.



18 19VOICES OF DARFURVOICES OF DARFUR

WOMEN PROFILES WOMEN PROFILES

“I believe 
that peace is 
essential for 
providing a 
decent life 

for all human 
beings.”

“Women 
can actively 

engage in the 
peace process 
through the 
programmes 

that have been 
set in the 

DDPD

plementation. Among these chal-
lenges is the proliferation of fire 
arms, which affect security and 
thus prevent IDPs from returning 
to their villages of origin. 

Women, she says, are most 
vulnerable to the insecurity as 
they risk mental and physical 
harassment including rape while 
engaging in daily chores like cul-
tivating their farms or collecting 
grass and fire wood. 

“Most of the people in Dar-
fur are still carrying arms,” she 
notes, adding that in her view, 
even if IDPs and those in villages 

A ceremony in Doha, Qatar where the Doha Document for Peace in Darfur (DDPD) was signed on 14 July, 2011. Mariam participated in the 
DDPD discussions as a representative of the internally displaced persons community in West Darfur. Photo by Olivier Chassot, UNAMID.

were fully supported and provid-
ed with basic social services, they 
would still be reluctant to return 
because of insecurity, despite 
their deep desire to go back to 
their areas of origin.

“In fact, there are some people 
who have returned voluntarily to 
their villages, but the problem 
is there are no basic services. I 
would like to take this opportu-
nity to call upon the government 
authorities to ensure existence of 
a secure environment,  provide 
basic social services like schools, 
hospitals and recreation places 

Mariam Adam Hussein (right) is interviewed for Voices of Darfur Magazine in El Geneina, 
West Darfur. Photo by Muntasir Sharafadin, UNAMID.

for the youth to encourage the 
IDPs to move back to their villag-
es” she implores.

She acknowledges support pro-
vided to IDPs by UNAMID and its 
partner organizations, as well as the 
boosting of security through patrols 
and mechanisms for displaced peo-
ple to report the problems they en-
counter in their daily lives.

Mariam currently works at Abu-
zar IDP camp’s Health Center as a 
Health Educator under the state 
Ministry of Health and has been 
involved in various decision-mak-
ing roles within West Darfur. She 
served in West Darfur’s State Leg-
islative Council under different 
portfolios, as a Member of Wom-
en Legislators from 2012 to 2013 
and as Head of the Agriculture 
and Animal Resources Commit-
tee. She is also a member of West 
Darfur’s State Women Follow-up 
Mechanism, on the International 
Women’s Day and sits on the UN-
SCR 1325 Committee.

Despite her contribution, Mari-
am feels that women’s participa-
tion in decision making positions 
and peace negotiations is still 

quite inadequate and not com-
mensurate with the heavy in-
volvement of women in most so-
cial aspects at the grass-roots lev-
el. For example, she says, there is 
only one woman in West Darfur’s 
state Cabinet. Mariam argues that 
women’s participation and repre-
sentation in key decision making 
positions should be increased 
considering that they constitute 
half of the population.

“In my opinion, women can ac-
tively engage in the peace process 
through the programmes that 
have been set in the DDPD,” Mari-
am added.

Despite the challenges, Mariam 
still hopes that the peace agree-
ment will be wholly implemented 
on the ground so that all the IDPs 
can return safely to their areas of 
origin. However, she believes for 
this to be achieved, the Govern-
ment of Sudan needs to disarm all 
people and leave the weapons only 
with the security apparatuses.

“I hope that peace will prevail 
in Sudan, especially in Darfur, so 
that all the people can enjoy a 
good life,” she says.
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Reinforcing rule of law by building capacity 
of national mechanisms

By Salah Mohammed

UNAMID’s Rule of Law Section works in partnership with Sudan National Judicial authorities 
and Attorney General Office  to improve the rule of law in Darfur by promoting mediation 
efforts to resolve conflicts by building the capacity of justice institutions, such as rural 
courts for mediation of disputes, prosecution offices and prison services   across Darfur

More than 20 Sudan rural court judges and 
officials took part in a dispute settlement 
workshop in El Fasher, North Darfur. The 
three-day workshop from 21-23 May 2017, 
was supported by UNAMID’s Rule of Law Sec-
tion in partnership with the training depart-
ment of the Sudan Judiciary and the North 
Darfur Judiciary. Similar workshops -- for 
rural court judges, prosecutors and police 
Investigators -- have been conducted in El 
Geneina, West Darfur and El Daein, East Dar-
fur. Photo by Mohamad Almahady, UNAMID.

Across Darfur, the traditional crim-
inal justice mechanism, commonly 
known as ‘Judiya,’ is based on local 
customs and traditions. Rural courts 
which utilize the ‘Judiya’ system have, 

historically, played a significant role 
in the early resolution of community 
conflicts across the region, through 
mediation activities. In most cases, 
conflicts are caused by seemingly mi-

nor disputes, such as livestock theft 
or disputes over ownership of small 
properties. This informal justice sys-
tem often helps solve inter-commu-
nal conflicts by empowering native 

community leaders known as umdas 
who preside over such rural courts. 
Local native administration is, thus, 
the lynchpin of this system and crim-
inal justice is mostly based on the in-
volved parties agreeing to a compro-
mise solution.

Salahudden Abbas, Chief Judge, 
North Darfur, is of the view that ru-
ral court judges play an important 
role in resolving disputes amicably. 
Francoise Simard, Head, Rule of Law, 
UNAMID Rule of Law expresses of a 
similar view. “Mediation, unlike other 
forms of litigation, is by far the least 
costly, better understood by ordinary 

people and more expeditious mode 
of resolving disputes, whether be-
tween individuals or communities,” 
says Ms. Simard.

Increasingly, however, most judicial 
officials are of the opinion that tradi-
tional justice systems across Darfur 
need to operate in synchronicity with 
state or federal laws to facilitate early 
and amicable resolution communi-
ty conflicts, without involving formal 
courts which, in reality, are available 
only in towns and cities. 

UNAMID, through its Rule of Law 
section, Justice Advisory Unit (JAU) 
continues to support the Govern-

ment of Sudan’s efforts to enhance 
the capacity of rural court judges in 
Darfur. For instance, in 2015 and 2017 
UNAMID, in conjunction with Sudan 
federal judiciary authorities, conduct-
ed a trainings course for rural courts 
judges across   states of Darfur. This 
training empowered participating 
judges to mediate disputes that could 
have escalated into armed conflicts 
which would have resulted in loss of 
lives and property. 

Other success stories have been 
recorded by rural courts. The Coor-
dinator of rural courts in North Dar-
fur stated recently that an armed in-
ter-communal conflict which erupted 
in Mellit between the Berti and Zayad-
iya tribes and resulted in fatalities on 
both sides, was resolved through the 
intervention of community leaders, 
including rural court judges. Growing 
confidence and trust in rural courts, 
which started functioning in earnest 
recently after years of hibernation 
due to the ongoing Darfur conflict and 
the willingness of Darfuris to resort to 
legal means to resolve their disputes, 
is beginning to fully reflect in the host 
community. Therefore, building the 
capacity of the rural courts to enable 
them to mediate conflicts and dis-
putes in their communities remains 
a key priority of the Mission’s Rule 
of Law Section. In this regard, an in-
termediate training course was orga-
nized in May 2017, for the rural court 
judges and judicial officers in Darfur 
on the principles of amicable means 
for settlement of disputes.

The criminal justice system cur-
rently faces a number of challenges. 
This includes the fact that existent 
rule of law efforts are still charac-
terized by a climate of impunity and 
lawlessness which leads to weak state 
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UNAMID Rule of Law - Prisons Advisory unit handed over two elevated water 
tank towers and an underground water storage to Shallah Federal Prison, in El 
Fasher, north Darfur, on 30 November 2015. The initiative is part of the mission’s 

Quick Impact Projects (QIPs) and provides water to the prisoners and the surrounding 
communities, including Shallah basic school. Photo by Mohamad Almahady, UNAMID.

UNAMID’s Rule of Law Section organized on 14 November 2016, a two-week capacity 
building workshop in collaboration with the state central prison administration 
for 30 prison officers in Nyala, South Darfur. The training aims at enhancing the 

skills of the prisons’ officers to improve treatment and care of inmates, in accordance 
with basic international human rights standards. Photo by Mutaz Munafal, UNAMID.
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UNAMID’s Rule of Law Section and the State Prisons Administration held on 5 
October 2016, a trade certification ceremony marking the conclusion of a two-
year vocational training programme in welding and metal works for prisoners at 
the Shallah Federal Prison, North Darfur. The project, which is part of the Mission’s 

support to prisons administration across Darfur, aims at empowering offenders with 
livelihood skills for effective community reintegration. Photo by Salah Mohammed, UNAMID.

law enforcement mechanisms or 
weak justice institutions. The absence 
of sufficient personnel, such as po-
lice, prosecutors and defense lawyers, 
particularly in the more remote areas 
of Darfur, means that people in those 
areas have no access to formal justice 
institutions and they resort to illegal 
means or violence to resolve disputes 
mechanisms.. The Rule of law sec-
tion, Justice Advisory Unit in 2017, 
conducted workshops and trainings 
for Prosecutors and Judicial police 
for better investigation and prose-
cutions of cases, across two Darfur 
states.  The section also supported 
construction of infrastructure of pros-
ecution offices through Quick Impact 
Projects (QIP’S). Also apart from the 
main cities, justice infrastructure 

is generally very poor and in many 
remote areas, the different compo-
nents of the criminal justice system 
are compelled to share premises. 

The lack of knowledge of the law 
and human rights remains a great 
barrier to people accessing justice. 
Also the fear of reprisal from per-
petrators has also prevented many 
victims of sexual and gender based 
violence and human rights violations 
from reporting cases to law enforce-
ment and the justice system. This has 
necessitated the need for complaint 
mechanisms which are independent 
from detention and enforcement au-
thorities and are empowered to re-
ceive, investigate and take appropri-
ate action on allegations of torture, 
cruel, inhuman or degrading treat-

ment or punishment. The strength-
ening of prosecution mechanisms in 
Darfur will go a long way to prevent 
the culture of impunity and to pro-
vide justice to victims of crimes. 

The work of UNAMID Rule of law 
section is important in Darfur as it as-
sist the justice institutions including 
courts, prosecution, police, prison 
officials etc., to strengthen their in-
stitutional capacity for an indepen-
dent and accountable justice system 
that delivers justice and empowers 
the people of Darfur, especially the 
vulnerable, to enjoy access to jus-
tice and encourage them to demand 
other fundamental human rights. 
Rule of law can also address drivers 
of conflict by supporting equitable 
governance of land and ensuring that 

land issues are addressed through the 
justice system and resolved amicably 
through mediations and conciliations 
and the Rule of law section thus pro-
vides assistance to rural courts and 
local conflict resolution mechanisms 
to provide justice by settlement of 
disputes before they escalate to ma-
jor conflicts.  During the earlier years 
the section also organized workshops 
for lawyers, paralegals, tutorial ses-
sions for law students, civil authori-
ties and facilitated the movement of 
justice actors across Darfur including 
transportation of witnesses to court.  
The section also do court monitoring 
of sensational cases. 

UNAMID Rule of Law Section also 
provides support to the local criminal 
system through its Prison Advisory 
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UNAMID’s Rule of Law Section, in collaboration with the State Prisons Administration and State Ministry of Health, concluded 
on 8 December 2016, a two-day health awareness campaign on HIV/AIDS at Kheir Khanaga Women’s Prison and Shallah 
Federal Prison in El Fasher, North Darfur. The event, part of the Mission’s support to state prisons, aimed at sensitizing 
prison inmates and staff on Voluntary Confidential Counseling and Testing ( VCCT ). Photo by Salah Mohammed, UNAMID.

UNAMID’s Rule of Law Unit, in collaboration with the State Prisons Administration, organized on 28 November 2016, a two-
week training course on management and operation of prisons for 30 government police officers in El Fasher, North Darfur. 
Photo by Mohamad Almahady, UNAMID.

Unit. The current local criminal jus-
tice system is facing many challenges 
such as lack of institutional indepen-
dence of the prisons system, coupled 
with lack of policies and procedures 
to provide guidance on the opera-
tionalization of the legal provision on 
prisons and attacks by armed groups 
on prisons which led to the closer 
of two prisons in Kutum and Buram. 
Additionally there is inadequately 
trained prison staff to manage the 
prisons facilities in accordance with 
the international standards, and lack 
of adequate rehabilitation programs 
for the provision of skills training to 
inmates. “The Government of Sudan 
has made efforts to increase the ca-
pacity of the judiciary, prisons system 
in the urban cities, but in the localities 
the situation is different as there is no 
functioning justice,” Ms. Simard says.

UNAMID Rule of Law is focusing 
its justice and correction intervention 
on supporting the reestablishment 
of the criminal justice chain in areas 
to which displaced persons return, 
thereby contributing to the stabili-

vocational training offered is part of 
the reformation programme for in-
mates aimed at equipping them with 
income-generating skill.

Through UNAMID-supported re-
habilitation and reformation pro-
grammes, a total of 350 prisoners 
have benefitted from this project, 
some of whom have resettled with-
in their communities and are able 
to sustain their livelihoods through 
self-employment. This certification 
is very important as it will enable in-
mates compete favourably with oth-
ers of similar trade skills in the outside 
world especially if they decide to look 
for employment in the formal sector.

UNAMID, through its Quick Im-
pact Projects (QIPs) and Communi-
ty-based Labor-intensive Projects 
(CLIPs) has also supported the re-
furbishment of 12 prisons and one 
Reformatory Juvenile Home across 
Darfur. These facilities provide a hu-
mane, safe and secure environment 
for prisoners. A QIP was conceived 
and constructed comprising one 
shelter; increasing the height of a 
perimeter wall, a visiting bay; a child 

zation and the protection of the re-
turnee population. In prison areas it 
is providing correctional intervention 
for enhanced human and prison secu-
rity, and professional prison manage-
ment in priority areas of return. 

To re-establish and strengthen the 
criminal justice chain in Darfur, UN-
AMID Rule of Law facilitates training 
on conduct of investigations in a fair 
and impartial manner for the collec-
tion of evidence, investigation skills, 
and investigation on the critical need 
to respect human rights standards for 
prosecutors and police investigators

With The Five-year Strategic De-
velopment Plan for Darfur Prisons 
(2014-2018) on hand, coupled with 
the recent adoption of the Standard 
Operating Procedures on various as-
pects of prisons management, the 
Rule of Law Section continues its key 
interventions in prisons by ensuring a 
professional system where the basic 
rights of prisoners are respected and 
a conducive atmosphere provided for 
prisoners to serve their sentences. In 
this regards UNAMID has provided 

friendly space and one guard room 
in the Shallah Federal Prison to ac-
commodate female prisoners who 
have been relocated from the Kheir 
Khanaga Prison. Such facilities have 
significantly improved the condi-
tions of the female inmates and their 
accompanying children, thereby 
strengthening security and improv-
ing prison conditions. These efforts 
have helped to create a humane, 
safe and secure prison environment 
thus addressing life threatening con-
ditions in the prisons. 

It is important to have strong and 
independent criminal justice insti-
tutions which respect and act in ac-
cordance with the law, human rights 
and international standards, are rat-
ified by Sudan, and must always be 
taken into account at all stages of 
the justice process.  

The capacity development of na-
tional staff in all criminal justice com-
ponents and law enforcement organs 
also helps justice and sustainable 
peace because it ensures access to 
justice and equality before the law, 
and interpretation of the laws and 

training in proper human rights ap-
proach to prison management and 
human rights responsibilities to over 
600 in-service and newly recruited 
prisons officers. This training has con-
tributed to improved management 
and operations particularly in the 
area of treatment and care of prison-
ers. Consequently, there are reduced 
human rights violations as prison staff 
have enhanced skills and knowledge 
which enable them to provide hu-
mane treatment and care to offend-
ers. Training has also assisted in im-
proving security in prisons leading to 
fewer security incidents. 

UNAMID Rule of Law, in collab-
oration with other stakeholders in 
North Darfur, has provided an ave-
nue for 40 inmates at Kheir Khana-
ga Prison in El Fasher to engage in 
various vocational skills training 
programmes, including 15 prisoners 
trained in handcraft manufacture, 15 
in tailoring and 10 in bead making. 
Such livelihood skills are crucial for 
women in Darfur, most of whom are 
breadwinners for their families. The 

functioning of judiciary in combating 
impunity.   This is because no crime 
will remain unpunished and perpe-
trators will face criminal sanctions in 
accordance with the law. 

The cause of sustainable peace 
across Darfur will be well served by 
equal treatment for all people in the 
eyes of the law. Having competent 
and adequate number of trained 
judges, enhancing the capacity of 
rural court judges for effective medi-
ation of disputes and community con-
flicts, a well-functioning formal court 
system with sufficient infrastructure , 
increasing the capacity of prosecutors 
for better investigations and prosecu-
tions, a humane , safe and secure pris-
on system   and finding ways to incor-
porate traditional mediation systems, 
such as Judiya, into state law systems 
will ensure effective and functioning 
of rule of law with respect to the judi-
ciary. While UNAMID Rule of Law con-
tinues its efforts in supporting local 
justice and prison systems to attain 
this improved level of functionality for 
the benefit of all Darfuris, a lot more 
remains to be done. 
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Sport is one of the most eff ecti ve tools in strengthening ti es and 
enhancing relati ons between communiti es and at diff erent strata of 
society. Sports cuts across social barriers and brings people together 
in a harmonized fashion, regardless of their social status, ethnic or 
politi cal affi  liati ons.
The United Nati ons – African Union Mission in Darfur (UNAMID) recog-
nizes the signifi cance of sports in restoring peace, stability and resett le-
ment among confl icted com- muniti es in the Darfur region, its area of 
responsibility. Annual-
ly, the Mission’s Com-
municati on and Public In-
formati on Secti on (CPIS) or-
ganizes at least fi ft een reg-
ular sporti ng events across 
Darfuri villages, towns, cit-
ies and especially in Camps 
for internally displaced per-
sons (IDPs). These acti viti es 
which are aimed at promot-
ing the spirit of peaceful 
coexistence target Darfuri 
youth as the acti viti es pro-
vide a veritable platf orm for 
their acti ve parti cipati on in 
events that promote net-
working as well as enhance 
human health. Sports also 
provides youth with the 
opportunity to learn 
health and vocati onal skills 
as well as off ers them viable alternati ves to en-
gaging in unproducti ve ventures or identi fying 
with shady characters in society. Horsemanship, 
for instance, has a very noble value in society 
because it is associated with advocati ng for the 
weak, defending honor and protecti ng the vulner-
able in the Darfuri society.
Sporti ng acti viti es which include football, volley-
ball, horseracing and camel racing are unique 
cultural elements capable of bringing communi-
ti es together rather than divide them. UNAMID 
CPIS uti lizes these grassroots level sporti ng com-
peti ti ons to disseminate the message of peace 
amongst local communiti es.

UNAMID Outreach: 
Peace Through Sports
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Yehia Mohammed was born in New 
Halfa, eastern Sudan, on 6 January 
1975. His family migrated before his 
birth from Kulbus, West Darfur, to 
New Halfa, a town known for its fertile 
lands, where they became farmers. 

Mr. Adam, was drawn to painting 
from childhood and went on to study 
fine arts at the Design Department, 
Aljazeera University, Sudan. After 
graduating, he moved back to Darfur 
and settled in Nyala. Mr. Adam helms 
an art workshop where he under-
takes graphic design work and also 
educates children in art, enabling 

them to paint with a purpose—es-
tablishing peace across Darfur. 

Voices of Darfur spoke with Mr. 
Adam about his experiences work-
ing with children and how art has 
the potential to play a crucial role in 
educating Darfuri people regarding 
sustainable peace across this trou-
bled region. 

Voices of Darfur (VoD): When 
did you start painting?

Mr. Adam: I started painting 
when I joined the kindergarten 
school in New Halfa. We used to 
draw using clay; later I joined the 

Design Department, Aljazeera Uni-
versity in an effort to receive a for-
mal degree in art.  

VoD: What does the fine arts 
mean to you?

Mr. Adam: The fine arts, signify a 
reflection of life, love and tolerance. 

VoD: In your opinion, do you be-
lieve that Darfuri people attach spe-
cial value to the fine arts? 

Mr. Adam: Definitely yes! Dar-
furis naturally love colour and use 
them in their daily life, be it in their 
attire, their houses. Furthermore, 
Darfuris also greatly enjoy music 

and dancing. They find it easy to in-
teract with all types of art. 

VoD:  How can artists use their 
work to convey peace messages 
across Darfur?

Mr. Adam: Art, in its different 
forms, can function as a powerful 
tool to convey messages related 
to bringing about social peace and 
harmonious coexistence. It elevates 
human values and contributes to 
fostering tolerance among different 
communities in Darfur. 

VoD: Have you portrayed the 
reality of Darfur after the conflict 
started in your work? 

Mr. Adam: Yes, though only par-
tially. In most of my paintings, one 
can see that peace dominates as a 
theme. Currently, I am working on a 
project in which I want to reflect the 
transformation from war to peace.

VoD: What in your opinion, is 
the most inspiring aspect of Darfuri 
life that you have depicted in your 
current project?

Mr. Adam: I find that Darfuris 
wear extremely colourful attire and 
this makes them, visually, almost 
a multi-coloured community. Im-
mense diversity in terms of culture 
is reflected in the local costumes of 
this region. I find this inspiring and 
an indication that Darfuris are natu-
rally artistic, expressing their cultur-
al diversity through their clothes. 

VoD: How can this rich cultural di-
versity play an effective role in main-
taining a social fabric that could lead 
to sustainable peace?  

Mr. Adam: Darfuris are a cere-
monial, festive community. They 
celebrate all occasions—a good har-
vest, weddings, circumcisions, fare-
wells and so forth. This celebratory 
zeal finds expression through music, 
songs, poetry and drama. Therefore, 
art is a primary medium through 
which we can send messages on 
peaceful coexistence between the dif-
ferent ethnic groups living in Darfur. 

VoD: Tell us about your work with 
children in Nyala.

Mr. Adam: The idea originated 
when I organized a workshop on the 
use of colour and its significance in 

Nyala-based artist, Yehia Adam Mohammed, speaks of the art scene 
in South Darfur, what inspires him and the role of local artists in 
bringing about social peace and cohesion in Darfur. Artist Yehia Adam Mohammed is pictured displaying his paints at his studio in Nyala, 

South Darfur. Photo by Saeed Salim, UNAMID.

Art as a tool of Peace: 
Interview with artist Yehia Mohammed

By Saeed Salim

painting for the students of a basic 
school in Medani town, Aljazeera 
State. During the workshop, chil-
dren identified topics they wanted 
to draw; young children are natural-
ly artistic. I merely taught them how 
to mix colours and fill in the empty 
gaps. The workshop was so success-
ful that I replicated it in Nyala where 
children from different schools drew 
and painted subjects of their own 
choice. I was amazed by the imagi-
nation and vision of these children. 

Based on this, I decided to make 
young children draw on the walls of 

“It is time now 
for the artists to 
express in their 

artworks the real 
peace that all 

the Darfuris are 
awaiting for a long 

time to come.

Yehia Adam Mohammed, the South Darfur-based artist, at his studio in Nyala. Photo by Saeed Salim, UNAMID.
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A painting created by the artist, Yehia Adam Mohammed. Yehia speaks on the role of local artists in 
bringing about peace and social cohesion in Darfur. Photo by Saeed Salim, UNAMID.

the public streets in Nyala town. I 
wanted to fill the empty walls with 
paintings that reflect children’s per-
ceptions on life, peace, combatting 
harmful practices, reviving Darfuri 
cultural heritage and consolidating 
Darfuri identity. This dates back to 
historically peaceful relationships 
between different ethnic groups in 
Darfur. I wanted to show the spe-
ciality of Darfur by reflecting Afri-
can-Arab mixed colours to create a 
rich picture full of warm colours. 

VoD: In your opinion, how can 
we bring back, by using art, a smile 
on the faces of Darfuri children who 
have suffered for more than a decade 
due to the ongoing conflict here? 

Mr. Adam: Art can be used to 
address children’s psychological 
needs. Their drawings usually are 
an accurate reflection of their inner 
feelings. If we work towards creat-
ing a peaceful, healthy community 
where the arts are enjoyed, I can as-
sure you, every child will be smiling.

VoD: What was your first impres-
sion of the drawings created by the 
children in Nyala? 

Mr. Adam: I was totally stunned! 
Even trained adult artists could not do 
better. This proves that children are art-
ists by nature! The only thing they need 

Mr. Adam: Because of the open 
borders between Sudan and neigh-
boring countries, there has always 
been interactions between Suda-
nese culture and the cultures of 
these countries which, have defi-
nitely, influenced Sudanese and 
Darfuri culture. A new, mixed cul-
ture between Arabic and African 
cultures has emerged, giving Sudan 
its current cultural identity. 

VoD: Are there any active, well-
known female artists in Nyala? 

Mr. Adam: Traditionally, Darfuri 
women excelled in singing, dancing 
and handicrafts. It is the women of 
Darfur, who historically, encour-
aged men to go to wars and cul-
tivate farms through their songs. 
Women’s songs also lamented the 
lack of social cohesion and ongoing 
conflict, calling for peace. Two good 
examples of Darfuri female sing-
ers are Mariam Ammo and Haw-
wa Ramadan, who are well known 
across Sudan. Nowadays, women 
have actively participating and cre-
ating their own art, expressing their 
hopes and aspirations regarding de-
velopment and stability. 

VoD: Tell us a bit about the local 
art industry in Nyala.

Mr. Adam: Art as an industry does 
not as yet exist in Darfur on a large 
scale. However, local arts such as 
food coverings, mats and ornamen-
tal pottery are sold widely. A famous 
area is Menawashe village, located 
some 75 kilometers north of Nyala, 
where locally made artistic materials 
are sold.  Nyala has held art exhibi-
tions for Darfuri arts which bring to-
gether most Darfuri ethnic groups to 
display their traditional arts. 

VoD: Do you think the current sit-
uation in Darfur is conducive for art 
to contribute to the cause of peace, 
development and stability? 

Mr. Adam: There will be no art if 
there is no peace! It is time now for 
artists to depict the comprehensive 
peace that all Darfuris have aspired to 
for a long time. It is time for the ongo-
ing conflict to stop and for Darfur to 
start the process of recovery. When 
we celebrate life, we support peace.

is tools. Their imagination is limitless. 
VoD: Do your future plans include 

any plans of organising an exhibition 
reflecting the Darfur crisis and its hu-
manitarian consequences? 

Mr. Adam: Actually, I do, but I 
don’t want this exhibition to be in 
an enclosed gallery space. Instead 
I would want to be held at a public 
yard or a market space in one of the 
displaced camps. 

VoD: Tell us a bit about the cur-
rent art scene in South Darfur.  

Mr. Adam: Traditional arts, 
which include, but are not limit-
ed to, singing, dancing, engraving, 
carving and handcrafts with locally 
made materials are the most com-
mon arts in Darfur; South Darfur is 
no exception to this. Additionally, 
modern music, acting and paint-
ing are also being practiced by the 
younger generation nowadays.  

VoD: Has Sudanese art been 
influenced by art from neighbor-
ing countries?

CULTURE

“ It is time for the 
Darfuri to exercise their 
arts and rituals and go 

back to normality.”

A painting created by artist, Yehia Adam Mohammed.  Photo by Saeed Salim, UNAMID.



32 VOICES OF DARFUR

UNAMID Communications and Public Information Section
Email: unamid-publicinformation@un.org 
Website: http://unamid.unmissions.org

facebook.com/UNAMID

twitter.com/unamidnews

facebook.com/UNAMID.arabic


