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I am pleased to introduce the October 
2018 issue of Voices of Darfur, which 
contains news, interviews and a feature 
story not only about unique aspects of 
life in Darfur but also about UNAMID’s 
ongoing eff orts to facilitate lasti ng peace 
in the region. It also focusses on the Mis-
sion’s ongoing reconfi gurati on and grad-
ual exit from Darfur, as mandated by Se-
curity Council resoluti on 2429 (2018).

In an interview with Voices of Dar-
fur, UNAMID Deputy Joint Special 
Representative (DJSR), Ms. Anita Kiki 
Gbeho, talks about the critical need to 
ensure maintenance of gender parity 
during the Mission’s reconfiguration 
process, the Mission’s enhanced col-
laboration with the UN Country Team 
during this process and her view of a 
brighter future for Darfur.

The feature arti cle enti tled: “UNAMID: 
Promoti ng peace through sport”, focuss-
es on sport as an eff ecti ve tool in achiev-
ing peaceful coexistence and enhancing 
relati ons between communiti es in Darfur. 

The Photo Story features a colla-
ti on of photographs, focusing on UN-
AMID’s Rule of Law Secti on’s training 
programmes for rural court judges from 
various Localiti es in Darfur. This training 
is aimed at building capacity on adjudi-
cati on and mediati on as well as Sudan’s 
civil and criminal procedural laws and 
mediati on techniques for rural court 
judges in Darfur. 

Finally, Voices of Darfur presents 
an interview with arti st, Ms. Hanan 
Bakheet, who talks about her arti sti c 
acti vity, art landscape and innovati on, 
challenges facing local arti sts and their 
role in reinforcing peaceful coexistence 
between communiti es in the Sudanese 
region of Darfur.

 As Voices of Darfur conti nues to 
evolve as a news magazine, we welcome 
your feedback. Send your comments by 
email, addressed to “Lett ers to the Edi-
tor / Voices of Darfur” in the subject line 
and send to:
unamid-publicinformation@un.org

Artist Hanan Bakheet, paints at her home in El 
Fasher, North Darfur. Ms. Bakheet talks about 
her work, the artistic landscape and innova-
tion, as well as challenges facing local artists 
and their role in reinforcing peaceful coexis-
tence among communities in Darfur. Photo by 
Amin Ismail, UNAMID.

UNAMID Joint Special Representative, Jeremiah Mam-
abolo, on 30 August signed the condolence book for 
the late former UN Secretary-General Kofi  Annan.  The 
signing took place at the United Nations Development 
Programme offi  ce in Khartoum. Condolence books 
have been opened at various UN missions in diff erent 
countries. Photo by Mohamed Nureldin.
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United Nations Under-Secre-
tary-General in the Department 
of Field Support, Mr. Atul Khare, 
has concluded a three-day visit to 
Darfur, during which he met stake-
holders and saw key projects in the 
Jebel Marra area where UNAMID is 
establishing a temporary operating 
base (TOB) in Golo, Central Darfur.

The mission was part of a week-
long visit to Sudan from 22 to 27 
July, during which he met Govern-
ment officials in both Khartoum and 
Darfur, to discuss the overall situa-
tion in Darfur and the implemen-
tation of UNAMID’s new mandate, 
including the Mission’s draw down. 

USG Khare concludes three-day visit and pledges 
continued support to Darfur

In Khartoum he met with the 
Sudanese officials from the minis-
tries of Foreign Affairs and Defense, 
as well as the National Intelligence 
and Security Service.

While in Darfur, Mr. Khare met 
local government authorities, com-
munity leaders, representatives of 
internally displaced people (IDP) 
and UNAMID staff in North, Cen-
tral and South Darfur states. He 
commended the cordial relations 
between UNAMID, various rungs 
of Government, as well as the com-
munity, and reaffirmed the Mis-
sion’s commitment to support peo-
ple in the region.

The state leaders briefed him 
about the current situation and 
discussed areas of cooperation, 
including support for IDPs and ref-
ugees to voluntarily return to their 
areas of origin, construction of in-
ternal road networks and capacity 
building of state government em-
ployees through training. 

“UNAMID is going to be here for 
about two more years and within 
these years we will try to help as 
much as possible for the future,” 
Mr. Khare said, while noting that 
projects such as the by-pass road 
that UNAMID had built between 
Kabkabiyya and Golo, were being 
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put to good use by the community 
and facilitating movement. He said 
UNAMID was improving the road 
from the TOB to Golo town, while 
work on the Nertiti-Golo road was 
almost complete, although the 
rains had retarded progress. 

As the Mission prepared for its 
exit from Darfur, Mr. Khare said 
discussions would take place with 
authorities at locality, state and na-
tional level to determine the best 
use of the facilities established 
by UNAMID to benefit communi-
ties. Some of the facilities, such as 
camps, could be converted to hos-
pitals, colleges or schools and used 
for social development, among var-
ious options, he said.

In Golo, Mr. Khare met the Com-
missioner of Central Jebel Marra 

United Nations Under Secretary General 
for Field Support, Atul Khare, arrived on 23 
July 2018, in El Fasher, North Darfur, as part 
of his visit to Sudan. He met with the Wali 
(Governor), Alshareef Mohammed Abad 
(right) in the presence of UNAMID Joint Special 
Representative (JSR), Jeremiah Mamabolo 
(left). Photo by Amin Ismail, UNAMID.

locality, Colonel Jafar Mohammed 
Abaker, who apprised him of the lo-
cal authorities’ work with UNAMID. 
He applauded UNAMID’s peace-
keeping role and support through 
projects that were fostering peace 
and stability, while contributing 
to development. For example, the 
road that UNAMID improved be-
tween Kabkabiyya and Golo, had 
become a main artery for trade.

“During the short period that UN-
AMID has been here, we have seen a 
great deal of improvement and coop-
eration, including in the area peace 
and stability. We hope this stability 
will be maintained,” he said.  Col. 
Abaker pledged to ensure the remov-
al the administrative red tape, in or-
der to facilitate the work of UNAMID, 
UN agencies and civil society orga-
nizations operating in the locality.

Mr. Khare also met UNAMID 
and UN Country Team (UNCT) staff 
in both Golo and Zalingei, and was 
briefed on the Mission’s operations 

in the Jebel Marra area, the status 
of Golo TOB, the current situation 
in the area, and the challenges 
faced. He commended their com-
mitment and diligence and pledged 
to continue with efforts to improve 
their working and living conditions.

Mr. Khare also visited Ottash IDP 
camp in Nyala, South Darfur and in-
teracted with community leaders.

On concluding his visit, Mr. 
Khare said he was pleased with 
the outcome as he had seen first-
hand most of the issues that were 
of interest to the Department of 
Field Services. He expressed com-
mitment to work with community 
leaders, the Government of Sudan 
and state authorities, within the 
Mission’s mandate. 

“We reviewed the situation of 
peace and security. We also dis-
cussed what more efforts are re-
quired, particularly in the areas of 
water, sanitation, health, educa-
tion and training, not only by UN-
AMID, but by all other partners, in-
cluding the UN Country Team and 
the bilateral partners,” he said, 
adding that UNAMID would work 
very closely with the authorities to 
make sure the dreams of the peo-
ple of Darfur were realised.

United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Field Support, Atul Khare visited on 24 July 2018, 
Zalingei and Golo in Central Darfur, where he met local authorities and UN staff. He was also 
appraised on progress regarding the establishment of the Mission’s temporary operating 
base in Golo. Photo by Matilda Moyo, UNAMID.
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UNAMID DJSR Concludes Working Visit 
to Sector West

E l Geneina: UNAMID Deputy Joint 
Special Representative (DJSR), Ms. 
Anita Gbeho recently, concluded a 
two-day visit to Sector West. This is 
her first working visit to West Dar-
fur since she assumed duty as DJSR 
in May 2018.

Upon her arrival in El Gene-
ina, Ms. Gbeho paid a courtesy 
call on the State Wali (Governor), 
Mr. Hussein Hammad at his office, 
with whom she exchanged various 
points of view as part of her efforts 
to enhance cooperation with local 
authorities and discuss the imple-
mentation of UN Security Council 
Resolution 2429 (2018).

In his response, Mr. Hammed 

underlined the Government of 
Sudan’s (GoS) collaboration with 
UNAMID to enhance security and 
stability in the area. He expressed 
his hope that the newly endorsed 
UNSCR 2429, will impact posi-
tively on the current stability and 
humanitarian situation in Darfur. 
Mr. Hammed further highlight-
ed the stability in West Darfur, 
which he opined was the condu-
cive environment that facilitated 
the return of several refugees and 
IDPs to their areas of origin, and 
their subsequent engagement in 
the current cultivation season. 
“We call on UNAMID leadership 
to support the West Darfur State 

Strategic Plan to achieve a seam-
less transition from humanitarian 
aid to development, and facilitate 
delivery of basic services such as 
water, health and education which 
contribute significantly to the 
quality of life for the host commu-
nity,” Mr. Hammed added.

DJSR Gbeho commended the 
good relationship that exists be-
tween the State Government and 
UNAMID and expressed her appre-
ciation to the Wali for developing a 
strategic plan to achieve transition 
from humanitarian aid to devel-
opment. After briefing on UNSCR 
2429, DJSR Gbeho, explored with 
the Wali, possible utilization of the 

UNAMID Deputy Joint Special Representative, (DJSR), Ms. Anita Kiki Gbeho, visited on 05 August 2018, the university campus in El 
Geneina, West Darfur. The facility used to be the UNAMID headquarters in the city and was handed over to the university in 2015. 
During her visit she interacted with the university leadership. Photo by Muntasir Sharafadin, UNAMID.
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soon-to-be closed Mission’s facili-
ti es in the area, for health and ed-
ucati on and applauded current use 
of the Mission’s former sub-camp 
in El Geneina town, which the au-
thoriti es have transformed into 
El Geneina University, benefi tti  ng 
hundreds of students.

As part of her visit to the Sector, 
the DJSR held several meeti ngs, in-
cluding UNAMID staff , as well as UN 
agencies, Area Security Manage-
ment Team (ASMT) and Sector’s Na-
ti onal Staff  Associati on (NSA).  Later, 
Ms. Gbeho paid a visit to the Univer-
sity of El Geneina (former UNAMID 
sub camp) to assess eff ecti ve uti liza-
ti on of the building, to be observed 

as good practi ce for uti lizing UN 
assets handed to the government. 
She was briefed by the Vice-Chan-
cellor of El Geneina University, Prof. 
El Tyib Ahmed, on the cooperati on 
between UNAMID and the Universi-
ty as well as their plans to support 
the peace process and development 
eff orts in their Locality.

As part of her visit, DJSR Gbeho 
also went to Abuzar Camp for inter-
nally displaced persons, where she 
met with women from local pro-
tecti on networks and women’s as-
sociati ons from El-Jamaa, Madenat 
El-Hujaj and Abuzar IDPs camps. She 
listened intently to their concerns, 
that included safety and security, 

the security of women and children, 
GBV and capacity building issues, as 
well as potenti al social needs such 
as food, water, health and educa-
ti on services and constructi on of 
a women’s development center in 
Abuzar IDP Camp.

Addressing women at the Abuzar 
IDP Camp, DJSR Gbeho reaffi  rmed 
the Mission’s commitment to pro-
tect IDPs and facilitate their access 
to humanitarian services and called 
on the West Darfur Mission leader-
ship to establish a task force com-
prising Gender, Governance and 
Community Stabilizati on and Rule 
of Law Secti ons to identi fy the way 
forward for IDPs related issues. 

On 12 August 2018, UNAMID’s 
Communicati ons and Public Infor-
mati on Secti on, in partnership with 
the Ministry of Youth and Sport and 
the Nati onal Federati on of Suda-
nese Youth, joined the rest of the 
world in commemorati ng the In-

ternati onal Youth Day in El Fasher, 
North Darfur, through a series of 
cultural and sporti ng events, held 
under the theme: “Safe Spaces for 
Youth”. More than 2,000 people at-
tended the event, which included 
a marathon, cultural performances 

and musical concert, held at the 
town’s Al Zubair stadium.

At the main event, UNAMID Dep-
uty Joint Special Representati ve 
(DJSR), Ms. Anita Kiki Gbeho, deliv-
ered the United Nati ons Secretary 
General’s (UNSG) message on the 

UNAMID commemorates International Youth Day

UNAMID’s Communications and Public Information Section, in partnership with the Ministry of Youth and Sport and the National Federation 
of Sudanese Youth, joined the rest of the world in commemorating the International Youth Day in El Fasher, North Darfur on 12 August 2018, 
through a series of cultural and sporting events, held under the theme: “Safe Spaces for Youth”. Phot by Amin Ismail, UNAMID. 
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Day in which the UNSG encouraged 
all countries to invest in educati on 
and training so that young people 
can achieve their full potenti al not-
ing that the “world’s young people 
need safe spaces -- public, civic, 
physical and digital spaces where 
they can freely express their views 
and pursue their dreams.” 

In his address, the Deputy Wali 
(Governor) of North Darfur, Mr. Mo-
hamed Brima Hassab Al Nabi, stated 
the youth are the hope for the future 
of Sudan. “We rely on youth to lead 
the Sudan to peace, stability and 
development,” Mr. Al Nabi added.

United Nations Security Council 
Resolution (UNSCR) 2429 (2018) 
has called for the closing of ten 
Team Sites across Darfur as part 
of the Mission’s reconfiguration 

Ms. Hikma Ibrahim Abdallah, 
Minister of Youth, North Darfur, 
stated that the Government of Su-
dan is fully committ ed to the pro-
vision of safe spaces to enable the 
youth to interact freely and discuss 
and share issues that are of concern 
to them.

Elti gani Abdallah Salih, the Com-
missioner of El Fasher Locality, 
urged all the youth to parti cipate 
acti vely in all aspects of community 
development to achieve peace and 
stability in Darfur. “We need the 
youth to contribute in the voluntary 
return of IDPs and the acti viti es to 

process. The Mission intends to 
complete this task by the end of 
December 2018. These Team Sites 
include Mukjar in Central Dar-
fur; El Sereif, Um Baru and Kor-

combat drugs, “Mr. Salih stated. 
Chairperson of the Nati onal Fed-

erati on of Sudanese Youth, Faisal Ez 
Alarab, highlighted the important 
role youth have in aiming to achieve 
social peace and development in 
Darfur, parti cularly in the voluntary 
return of internally displaced per-
sons to their places of origin.

Sulaiman Abdallah, a student at 
El Fasher University, observed that 
through cultural and sporti ng ac-
ti viti es, youth can eff ecti vely raise 
awareness on the importance of 
peaceful co-existence among com-
muniti es in Darfur.

ma in North Darfur; Masteri and 
Mournei in West Darfur; Shearia 
and Labado in East Darfur; Graida 
and Buram in South Darfur.
In accordance with UNSCR 2429, 

UNAMID hands over two sites in Darfur to the 
Government of Sudan

On 08 October 2018, UNAMID officially handed over the Mission’s team site in El Sereif, North Darfur, to the Government of Sudan. 
The handover, attended by government officials and UNAMID representatives, is part of the Mission’s ongoing reconfiguration as 
mandated by UN Security Council Resolution 2429. Photo by Amin Ismail, UNAMID.
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UNAMID has handed over its Com-
munity Policing Centre (CPC) in Al-
Salam IDP Camp, South Darfur and 
El Sereif Team Site in North Darfur 
to the Government of Sudan (GoS) 
on 4 and 8 October, respectively.

The handover ceremony in 
South Darfur was attended by Hu-
manitarian Aid Commission (HAC) 
representatives, Al Salam IDPs 
leaders as well as UNAMID staff. 
Speaking at the ceremony UNAMID 
Sector South, Head of Office, Mr. 
Berhanemeskel Nega, stated that 
the handing over of UNAMID CPC 
is in line with the Mission’s ongoing 
drawdown. “This CPC serves more 
than 70,000 IDPs in Al Salam IDPs 
Camp. Sudanese Police and the 
state Humanitarian Aid Commission 
(HAC) in close collaboration with the 
IDPs community, will now take over 
the responsibility of the CPC. UN-
AMID is encouraging all stakehold-
ers to work together to ensure the 

safety and security of the IDPs to fa-
cilitate attainment of durable peace 
in the community,” Mr. Nega added.

In his response, the South Dar-
fur State Commissioner, Engineer 
Eissa Bassi, advised that the CPC at 
Al Salam IDPs Camp has, since its 
inception in 2004, provided securi-
ty and community services to the 
IDPs and will continue to do so in 
the future. “The [Sudan] Govern-
ment has agreed to utilize the CPC 
as a police station where GoS Po-
lice, HAC and IDPs leaders will work 
together take over responsibilities 
previously performed by UNAMID 
peacekeepers, including the safe-
keeping of assets inside the CPC”, 
Engineer Bassi added.

At the handover of the El Sereif 
Team Site in North Darfur, UN-
AMID Representative, Ms. Andrea 
Charles-Browne, emphasized that it 
was agreed with community leaders 
and local authorities that the Team 

Site premises will be used a tech-
nical school for youth and women, 
and for general recreational benefit 
of the community in the area. She 
added: “UNAMID is appealing to all 
to maintain and develop the Camp 
for posterity.”

The Humanitarian Aid Com-
missioner in North Darfur, Ibrahim 
Ahmed Hamid, expressed the Gov-
ernment of Sudan’s appreciation of 
the gesture and rest assured that 
the premises will be utilized in the 
agreed manner for the benefit of 
the local community.

In line with general UN practic-
es in post-conflict regions, UNAMID 
recommends that the Government 
of Sudan transforms team sites and 
other locations handed to them, 
into education, health, security and 
recreational facilities accessible to 
the local communities as a way of 
contributing to the overall develop-
ment of Darfur.

On 04 October 2018, UNAMID handed over its Community Policing Centre (CPC) in Al-Salam IDP camp, South Darfur, to the 
Government of Sudan. The handover is part of the Mission’s ongoing reconfiguration and gradual exit from Darfur, as mandated 
by Security Council resolution 2429. UNAMID Sector South Head of Office, Berhanemeskel Nega (second right), represented the 
Mission in the ceremony. Photo by Mutaz Munafal, UNAMID.
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Thousands of people, gathered at Abu Shouk Camp for Internally Displaced Persons (IDP) in El Fasher, North Darfur, to com-
memorate Nelson Mandela International Day, observed under the theme: “Take action, Inspire change. The event marked the 
centennial of Mandela’s birth and drew a diverse crowd including students, women, youths, community leaders and UNAMID 
staff. Photo by Mohamad Almahady, UNAMID.

UNAMID celebrates Nelson Mandela 
International Day

On 18 July 2018 thousands of 
people, gathered at Abu Shouk 
Camp for Internally Displaced 
Persons (IDP) in El Fasher, North 
Darfur, to commemorate Nelson 
Mandela International Day, ob-
served under the theme: “Take 
action, Inspire change.”

The event marked the centen-
nial of Mandela’s birth and drew a 
diverse crowd including students, 
women, youths, community lead-
ers and UNAMID staff. Activities 
included music, traditional dances 
and cultural performances by the 
UNAMID Rwandan contingent and 
local groups, as well as a football 
match between the Mission’s Gam-

bian contingent and the Stars team 
from Abu Shouk camp. The winning 
team received a trophy and medals 
sponsored by UNAMID.  

Speaking at the occasion UN-
AMID Representative, Mr. Aderemi 
Adekoya read UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres’s message 
for the day, in which he described 
Mandela as a towering global ad-
vocate for justice and equality.

“Nelson Mandela was held cap-
tive for many years, but he never 
became a prisoner of his past. In-
stead, he poured his energy into 
reconciliation, and his vision of a 
peaceful, multi-ethnic, democrat-
ic South Africa,” added Guterres.

Abu Shouk IDP Camp Manag-
er, Ibrahim Alkhalil, applauded 
Mandela’s efforts to unify South 
Africans and praised the work 
of freedom fighters across the 
world. He expressed the Govern-
ment’s readiness to support the 
voluntary return, resettlement 
and integration of IDPs into the 
local community.

Representing displaced women, 
Nafisa Ismail, said Mandela’s leg-
acy inspired communities to work 
for peace and freedom. She urged 
all the non-signatory movements 
to join the peace process in Darfur.

NAMID organized similar events 
to mark the day across Darfur.
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UNAMID organizes workshop on mediation and 
negotiation skills in West Darfur

UNAMID, in collaboration with the 
State Ministry of Social Affairs and the 
Commissioner for Women and Child 
Affairs, on 27 June 2018 concluded 
a three-day workshop on mediation 
and negotiation skills for 30 partici-
pants in El Geneina, West Darfur.
Organized by UNAMID’s Gender 
Advisory Unit (GAU) and Gover-
nance and Community Stabiliza-
tion Section (GCSS), the workshop 
aimed to equip women with me-
diation and negotiation skills to 
enable them to contribute more 
effectively towards peacebuild-
ing and reconciliation initiatives in 
their communities.
Ms. Takako Ugaya, UNAMID rep-
resentative, highlighted the work-
shop’s importance in equipping 
participants to manage and mini-
mize the impact of conflict through 
practical tools and mechanisms, 

thus utilizing women’s untapped 
potential.  “Women, who are nur-
turers and preservers of life, nat-
urally avoid violence. Negotiation 
and mediation require such actors, 
who genuinely try to resolve con-
flict by peaceful means,” she said.
In her remarks, Ms. Sakina El Hus-
sein, State Commissioner for Wom-
en and Child Affairs, commended 
UNAMID efforts in building wom-
en’s capacity, while promoting 
their rights and supporting their 
organizations. She urged partici-
pants to share the acquired knowl-
edge with their communities and 
contribute to enhancing peace and 
stability in society.
On his part El Hafiz Abdulhadi, Di-
rector-General in the Ministry of 
Social Affairs, noted that women’s 
central role in managing and re-
solving conflicts was neglected. “I 

believe it is time we acknowledge, 
apply and incorporate that role in 
conflict resolution among commu-
nities,” he said, while encouraging 
participants to use their newly ac-
quired knowledge to benefit their 
communities.
Speaking on behalf of the partici-
pants, Fatima Haroun said they had 
learnt about the concept, sources, 
types and root causes of conflicts, 
as well as, resolution mechanisms 
such as mediation, dialogue and  
the traditional Judia. The workshop 
also covered negotiation skills, ap-
proaches, elements and styles.
“The group work, presentations 
and drama, helped to broaden our 
understanding of the various ne-
gotiation and mediation skills,” she 
said, adding that she had enjoyed 
the workshop, which was also at-
tended by two men.

UNAMID, in partnership with the Ministry of Social Affairs, recently concluded a three-day workshop on mediation and nego-
tiation skills for 30 participants in El Geneina, West Darfur. The workshop aimed to enhance women’s capacity to contribute 
more effectively to peacebuilding and reconciliation initiatives in their communities. Photo by Elsadig Daud, UNAMID.
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“Darfuri Artists Stand for Peace 
and Human Rights,” was the ral-
lying call at this year ’s Interna-
tional Day of Peace commemo-
ration in El Fasher, North Darfur, 
as artists brought together hun-
dreds of people from diverse 
backgrounds to mark the day 
by celebrating various forms of 
Darfuri art and culture.

UNAMID’s Communications 
and Public Information Section, 
in collaboration with the Minis-
try of Culture and Information, 
organized a photo exhibition, 
Darfuri village, cultural perfor-
mances and a workshop from 
20 to 21 September.  The event 
also included a competition in 

which artists depicted peace 
through their paintings, and a 
drama performance on the im-
portance of education, peace 
and development to fight illiter-
acy, displacement and poverty.

This year marks the 70th an-
niversary of the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights hence 
the International Day of Peace 
was commemorated under the 
theme: “The Right to Peace - 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights at 70.”

The Mission’s Chief of Staff, 
Luke Mhlaba, delivered the 
message by UN Secretary-Gen-
eral António Guterres, in which 
he called on people to act to-

UNAMID organizes Photo Exhibition and Cultural 
Performances in El Fasher, North Darfur

gether to promote and defend 
human rights for all, in the name 
of lasting peace for all. “With 
the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights as our guide, we 
must ensure the achievement 
of the Sustainable Development 
Goals,” he added.

In his remarks, Mr.  Mhlaba, 
emphasized that peace is a very 
important element of human 
existence and a right to which 
all people are entitled. He not-
ed that lasting peace can only 
be founded upon respect for 
universal human rights.

On his part, the Deputy Wali 
(Governor) of North Darfur, Mr. 
Mohammed Brima Hassab Al 

NEWS
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Nabi, expressed the Govern-
ment of Sudan’s commitment 
to achieving lasting peace, par-
ticularly in Darfur. He cited ini-
tiatives such as the weapons 
collection campaign as part of 
government efforts to bring sta-
bility to the region, as well as 
maintain justice and rule of law.

North Darfur State Minis-
ter of Culture and Information 
Mr. Alhadi Burma Salih, noted 
that the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights gave people 
the right to freely participate in 
cultural activities, among other 
freedoms. He thanked UNAMID 
for supporting the Darfuri com-
munity through cultural and de-

velopment initiatives.   
Gasim Abdallah El Faki, Di-

rector General in the North 
Darfur State Ministry of Cul-
ture and Sport, encouraged art-
ists in Darfur to work towards 
promoting a culture of peace.

Various artists highlighted 
the important role of art and 
culture in promoting peace, sta-
bility and development.

“Artists are playing an es-
sential role in reconciliation, 
peacebuilding and the peace 
process in Darfur,” said Hassan 
Zakaria, a 59-year-old fine art-
ist. He commended UNAMID 
for organizing the event, which 
brought together Darfuri peo-

ple from different backgrounds 
and contributed to promoting 
peaceful co-existence among 
local communities.

This view was supported by 
38-year-old Darfuri artist Saida 
Musa, who said: “All kinds of 
arts unify people towards peace. 
Despite the current conflict, we 
should be enthusiastic and build 
our country.

The International Day of 
Peace is observed around the 
world on 21 September annu-
ally and the UN General Assem-
bly declared it as a day devoted 
to strengthening the ideals of 
peace, both within and among 
all nations and peoples.

NEWS

UNAMID’s Communications and Public Information Section, in collaboration with the Ministry of Culture and Information, organized a 
photo exhibition, Darfuri village, cultural performances and a workshop from 20 to 21 September.  The event also included a competition 
in which artists depicted peace through their paintings.  Photo by Amin Ismail, UNAMID.

V
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On 2 August, UNAMID’s Gover-
nance and Community Stabiliza-
tion Section (GCSS), in partner-
ship with the Sudan Disarmament 
Demobilization and Reintegration 
Commission (SDDRC), conclud-
ed a demobilization exercise for 
1229 ex-combatants from armed 
movements who are signatories to 
Darfur peace agreements includ-
ing, the Doha Document for Peace 
in Darfur (DDPD) and the Darfur 
Peace Agreement (DPA). The ex-
ercise included some combatants 
from the Sudan Armed Forces 
(SAF) and Popular Defense Forces 
(PDF). This is the fifth demobiliza-
tion exercise conducted in El Gene-
ina town, West Darfur since 2010.

Addressing DDR exercise partic-
ipants, Mr. Hussein Hammad, the 
Wali (Governor) of West Darfur, 
highlighted the importance of the 

demobilization process in attaining 
comprehensive peace in Darfur. 
“This demobilization exercise will 
not only result in transition from 
war to peace but will facilitate ef-
fective re-integration of the former 
combatants into civilian life. We 
call on non-signatory movements 
to lay down their arms and join the 
DDPD to bring lasting peace and 
stability in Darfur. We strongly urge 
the former combatants involved 
in this exercise, to go back to their 
communities and work hard to ful-
ly contribute to the local economy, 
“Mr. Hammad added.   

UNAMID Head of Office, Sector 
West, Mr. Oumar Kane, reiterated 
the Mission’s commitment to its 
collaboration with the Government 
of Sudan and other local and inter-
national partners to bring durable 
peace in Darfur.  “Over the past 

decade, efforts to achieve peace 
in Darfur have resulted in the sign-
ing of the 2006 DPA, and the 2011 
DDPD. Both documents make pro-
visions for the disarmament, demo-
bilization and reintegration (DDR) 
of ex-combatants, and address the 
issue of civilian small arms prolifer-
ation in the area” Mr. Kane added.

Eisa Baraka, Head of Sudan DDR 
Commission in West Darfur, noted 
that the demobilization process 
aims to support peace efforts and 
the achievement of security and 
stability in the area. He noted that 
the “effective partnership between 
SDDRC, UNAMID and UNDP has re-
sulted in the successful implemen-
tation of 33 projects across the 
State localities, including marking 
and registering of unlicensed arms 
recently implemented with the 
UNAMID’s support.”

Speaking on behalf of the signa-
tory movements, Mr. Hashim Os-
man, the State Minister of Invest-
ment stated that peace is a strate-
gic option for all parties who want 
to end the conflict in Darfur and 
to mobilize all sectors of society to 
participate in upcoming develop-
ment projects to rebuild Darfur.

Abdulatif Fadul, an ex-combat-
ant from Reform and Liberation 
Movement (RLM) underscored the 
fact that peace is a strategic option 
available to all, hence their deci-
sion to adopt this better option. 
“We appeal to all partners to this 
demobilization exercise to expe-
dite the reintegration phase of the 
programme to enable the former 
combatants to successfully join 
their communities and contribute 
to peace and prosperity in their 
home areas,” Mr. Fadul added.

More than 1 thousand former combatants from armed movements who are signa-
tories to the Doha Document for Peace in Darfur and the Darfur Peace Agreement, 
concluded on 02 August 2018, a demobilization exercise in El Geneina, West Darfur. 
The event was organized by the Sudan Disarmament Demobilization and Reintegra-
tion Commission with the support of UNAMID’s Governance and Community Stabili-
zation Section. Photo by Elsadig Daud, UNAMID.

Hundreds of former combatants demobilized in 
West Darfur

V

NEWS
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UNAMID continues its support to local mechanisms 
on violence against women

NEWS

From 1 to 2 August, some 43 
participants, including 11 men 
from Government offices, 
Ajaweed council and civil so-
ciety organizations as well as 
members of UN Security Coun-
cil Resolution 1325 State Com-
mittee and Gender Mediation 
Network, attended a workshop 
supported by UNAMID’s Gen-
der Advisory Unit (GAU) in El 
Fasher, North Darfur.

The workshop, organized 
in partnership with the Min-
istry of Social Affairs, north 
Darfur, aimed at reactivating 
and enhancing the existent 
State Committee on Violence 
Against Women (VAW) including 
a specific focus on the State’s 
achievements and challenges 
on Gender Based violence (GBV) 
and developed a workplan for 
the Committee and relevant 
partners, to be implemented in 
the foreseeable future.

Representatives from UN-
FPA, UNICEF, UN Women and 
UNDP briefed workshop partic-
ipants on their respective man-
dates on gender, women and 
child protection issues includ-
ing sexual and GBV. UNAMID 
Gender Advisory Unit, Human 
Rights Section and Child Pro-
tection Unit also briefed the 
participants on S/GBV and child 
protection issues.

Workshop participants called 
for the review and reform of 
all laws related to women and 
child issues and clear coordina-
tion with justice mechanisms 
to provide legal aid to victims 
of gender-based violence.

Addressing workshop partic-

ipants, the Minister for Social 
Affairs in North Darfur, Mr. You-
sif Ishag Adam, highlighted the 
need to curb harmful practices 
affecting women and girls and 
committed to provide his Min-
istry’s support to the UNSCR 
1325 Committee to address 
these issues.

Speaking at the same occa-
sion, the Director General in 
the Ministry of Social Affairs, 
north Darfur, Ms Nadra Mustaf, 
commended UNAMID and the 
UN Country Team for their con-
tinued support to State Com-
mittee on end violence against 
women, highlighted the impor-
tance of building the capacity 
of police women including re-
activating and strengthening 
of the local committees to ad-
dress gender issues.

Manal Ahmed, the Director 
of Family and Women’s Depart-
ment in the Ministry of Social 
Affairs, north Darfur, stated 
that the workshop is part of 
ongoing efforts to build the ca-
pacity of members of the State 
Committee on violence against 
women in the state. “We call 
for effective coordination with 
the UN agencies and civil soci-
ety organization to raise aware-
ness among local communities 
to end violence against wom-
en,” Ms. Ahmed added.

Sudha Uprety, UNAMID rep-
resentative, explained that 
the Mission’s Gender and Ad-
visory Unit, regularly provides 
technical support to the state 
committee on Violence Against 
Women in line with UNSCR 
1325 and UNAMID mandate. V

Some 43 participants, including 11 men from Government offices, Ajaweed council 
and civil society organizations as well as members of UN Security Council Resolution 
1325 State Committee and Gender Mediation Network, attended from 1 to 2 August, 
a workshop supported by UNAMID’s Gender Advisory Unit (GAU) in El Fasher, North 
Darfur. Photo by Amin, Isamil, UNAMID.
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INTERVIEW

 The last-mile Challenge in Darfur: 
An interview with UNAMID Deputy Joint 
Special Representative, Anita Gbeho
UNAMID Deputy Joint Special Representative (DJSR), Ms. Anita Kiki Gbeho, 
talks to Voice of Darfur magazine about the critical need to ensure maintenance 
of gender parity during the Mission’s reconfiguration process, the Mission’s 
enhanced collaboration with the UN Country Team during this process and 
her view of a brighter future for Darfur.

INTERVIEW BY: ALA MAYYAHI
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Ms. Gbeho held other senior po-
sitions, such as Director for Mon-
itoring and Evaluation Unit in the 
Resident and Humanitarian Coor-
dinators Office in Sudan (2006-
2008) and Head of OCHA Liaison 
Office in South Sudan (2004-
2006), where she led the strategic 
planning process of the United 
Nations and Partners for Sudan; 
and managed the coordination of 
humanitarian and transition oper-
ations for South Sudan. 

Ms. Gbeho holds a Master’s 
Degree in International Relations 
from the University of Ghana and 
a Bachelor’s Degree in Social Sci-
ences and African Studies from 
the State University of New York, 
Stony Brook, USA.

Appointed on 6 March 
2018 by the UN Secretary 

General and AU Commission 
Chairperson, DJSR Anita Kiki 

Gbeho brings to this positi on 
a wealth of experience from 

her disti nguished career in 
the United Nati ons.  Since 

2015, she has served as 
Resident Coordinator/Resident 
Representati ve, United Nati ons 

Development Programme, 
Namibia, where she supported 

the Government of Namibia 
to coordinate its external 

development assistance through 
the United Nati ons Partnership 

and Namibian Development 
Frameworks.  Previously, Ms. 

Gbeho was Chief of Secti on for 
Africa I (2012-2015) and Head 

of Offi  ce for Somalia (2008-
2012) with the United Nati ons 
Offi  ce for the Coordinati on of 
Humanitarian Aff airs (OCHA).
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Voices of Darfur: First, Congrat-
ulations on your recent appoint-
ment as DJSR for UNAMID. At per-
sonal and professional levels, what 
does this appointment mean to 
you, especially as it relates to wom-
en who see you as a role model and 
an indication that women can also 
shatter the “glass ceiling” at the AU 
and the UN?

Ms. Gbeho: Personally, it means 
a lot to me to be an African woman 
serving in a leadership role. This role 
is positive as it shows that women 
can indeed continue to break the 
glass ceiling. My appointment is an 
honor and sends a message, espe-
cially to younger women that it’s 
very okay to focus on hard work. 
Your hard work speaks for you, your 
hard work gets you noticed, your 
hard work is the ticket to your pro-
fessional success. I do not believe I 
have ever been more motivated to 
undertake an assignment as I am at 
this moment. 

A lot of people work their entire 
career and never get the kind of af-
firmation I have received by being 
appointed to this position. 

As an individual, I am passion-
ate about Africa and I believe in the 
growth potential of the continent. 
I am of an age where I have seen 
the positive change taking place on 
the continent and want to believe, 
through my tenure with UNAMID, I 

can be part of this positive change.
One of the biggest risks to de-

velopment on this continent is 
conflict. Darfur has reached its last 
mile challenge. The last mile chal-
lenge can be the most difficult part 
of the race. You are close to the 
end where you require not only 
physical fitness but also mental 
strength. You must be prepared to 
do what it takes to cross the finish 
line. I think that is where we are in 
Darfur. What we do over the next 
twenty-one months will be key to 
keeping Darfur on the peace tra-
jectory and bringing about positive 
change for the people of Darfur. In 
a nutshell, I am happy to be in Dar-
fur and I am motivated to be an ac-
tive part of this last-mile challenge.

VoD: You have rich, professional 
experience in the United Nations, 
how would you describe your first 
four months with UNAMID?

Ms. Gbeho: In one word, a 
whirlwind. This is because I ar-
rived in the Mission just before the 
endorsement of the UN Security 
Council Resolution 2429 (2018) and 
just after the conclusion of the Af-
rican Union Chairperson and the 
Secretary-General Strategic Review 
process. We have all had to exert a 
tremendous amount of energy to 
reconfigure the Mission. While en-
suring UNAMID’s readiness to im-
plement SCR 2429s’ two-pronged 

approach, we have had to plan the 
Mission Headquarters move from 
its current location in El Fasher, 
north Darfur to Zalingei, central 
Darfur, and also close 14 Team Sites. 
The new mandate also called on us 
to work even more closely with the 
UNCT to conceptualize a brand new 
element of the current UNAMID 
mandate, the State Liaison Func-
tions to contribute to Darfur stabi-
lization’s and to prevent a relapse 
into conflict. There is no template 
the Mission can take off the shelf 
and implement. A lot of thought, 
that is tailor-made to suit Darfur’s 
complex context, is required.  Im-
plementing the peacekeeping man-
date, reconfiguring, moving the 
Headquarters and initiating a new 
stabilization concept based on a 
whole of system approach, requires 
a lot of effort to plan and coordi-
nate strategically. Over and above 
this packed programme, I must 
travel across the Mission’s Area of 
Responsibility (AoR), visiting the 
people we serve, our partners and 
my colleagues in the various Sectors 
including the key IDP Camps. I plan 
to travel to all 13 Team Sites by early 
next year. I am determined.

VoD: The UN encourages female 
employment to ensure gender bal-
ance, including in senior manage-
rial posts, How would you describe 
UNAMID’s commitment to this key 

1 2
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UNAMD Deputy Joint Special Repre-
sentative (DJSR), Ms. Anita Kiki Gbe-
ho together with the Head of Office, 
Sector Central, Lameck Kawiche, and 

other UNAMID representatives inspected con-
struction works done by the Pakistani Battalion  
of UNAMID to improve the road from Nertiti to 
Golo on 24 September2018. Photo by UNAMID.  

 UNAMID Deputy Joint Special Rep-
resentative, (DJSR), Ms. Anita Kiki 
Gbeho, visited on 05 August 2018, 
the university campus in El Geneina, 

West Darfur. The facility used to be the UN-
AMID headquarters in the city and was hand-
ed over to the university in 2015. During her 
visit she interacted with the university leader-
ship. Photo by Muntasir Sharafadin, UNAMID.

 UNAMID Deputy Joint Special Rep-
resentative (DJSR), Anita Gbeho met 
on 25 June2018, with the Undersecre-
tary in the Sudan Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, Ambassador Abdul-Ghani Al-Naeem, in 
Khartoum. They discussed the current situation 
in Darfur in relation to UNAMID’s mandate im-
plementation. Photo by Jane Some, UNAMID.

 On 04 July 2018, UNAMID DJSR, Ms. 
Anita Kiki Gbeho, concluded a two-
day visit to South Darfur. During her 
trip she met the Wali (Governor) Mr. 

Adam Alfaki, and representatives of internally 
displaced persons from Kass and Kalma camps 
in South Darfur. Photo by Saeed Salim, UNAMID.

INTERVIEW

value, especially during the current 
Mission’s reconfiguration?

Ms. Gbeho: This is an exciting 
time for the UN especially when it 
comes to women serving the organ-
isation. The agenda on gender eq-
uity has been set at the very top of 
the organization.  Women have the 
support of the Secretary General. 
This development gives women the 
latitude and even more incentive 
to get the job done. I believe the 
UN Secretary General (SG) is de-
termined to achieve gender parity 
throughout the organization. He has 
managed to rapidly achieve gender 
parity at the senior management 
level - Under Secretary General and 
Acting Secretary General levels. The 
SG has proven that it can be done 
and set the example of how the or-
ganization can change rapidly.

In UNAMID, currently, interna-
tional female staff form 29% of the 
work force, and 14% when it comes 
to national staff. The Mission is 
keen to improve these figures. The 
mission has had commendable 
success in the past, for example 
in recruiting national women se-
curity officers; not an easy feat in 
this operational environment. The 
challenge now is how to retain 
women as we reconfigure, partic-
ularly in non-traditional areas. As 
we progress, we are determined 
to ensure that we retain female 

staff in all areas of our operations, 
where possible. Regrettably, some 
of our existing policies, for example 
those that guide the Comparative 
Review Process (CRP), are not ade-
quately aligned to this view. But we 
are not deterred. This concern has 
been extensively discussed here in 
Darfur and has also been raised at 
Headquarters. We are aware of this 
challenge and are ready to meet it 
head on. We will also work with UN 
Headquarters to come up with rec-
ommendations on how to retain 
female staff during such streamlin-
ing exercises in the future.

I recently met with the Military 
Sector Commander for the Jebel 
Mara Task Force Area. He was very 
clear female officers are a valued 
part of UNAMID military because 
they can effectively interact with 
communities, sometimes in ways 
a man would not be as effective. 
In many areas of Darfur, women 
are more comfortable talking to fe-
male rather than male uniformed 
personnel. This allows for a broader 
and more accurate situation anal-
ysis that ultimately leads to inter-
ventions that are better targeted: 
whether this refers to patrols, proj-
ects, programs or general discus-
sions. After all, women in Darfur 
make up 50% of the population, as 
such their views cannot be ignored.  

VoD: UNAMID reconfiguration 

involving substantial right-sizing 
of civilian staff, commensurate 
with military and police compo-
nent reduction, in conformity 
with the UNSCR 2429 and the spe-
cial report of the AU Chairperson 
and UNSG, issued on 1 June 2018. 
How will this affect the Mission’s 
capacity to implement its man-
date in its Area of responsibility?

 Ms. Gbeho: UNAMID reconfigu-
ration is important. We are witness-
ing a positive change in Darfur. It is 

1

2

3
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4
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 “What we do over 
the next twenty-
one months, will 
be key to keeping 

Darfur on a 
positive trajectory 

towards peace, 
particularly for the 
people of Darfur.”

not the same Darfur that we saw in 
2003, 2007 and 2015. I intentional-
ly picked these years because these 
are all years where I was involved in 
Sudan in some capacity or another. 
UNAMID must now analyze and re-
focus its operations in accordance 
with this change, that is evident in 
many parts of Darfur.  UNSCR 2429 
calls on the Mission to focus on 
peacekeeping in Jebel Marra and 
its surrounding areas and to work 
towards stabilization in the rest of 
Darfur, to prevent relapse. The Res-
olution also highlights the fact that 
the UN Country Team (UNCT) in Su-
dan has the comparative advantage 
to facilitate development in Darfur. 
I believe there is recognition that 
UNAMID has done its part through 
numerous projects to support local 
communities. These include the 
Quick Impact Projects (QIPs), Civil-
ian and Military (CIMIC) projects in-

cluding training and building capac-
ity in Rule of Law, renovating and 
constructing classrooms, demarcat-
ing migratory routes amongst oth-
ers. It is incumbent upon UNAMID, 
in partnership with the UNCT, to 
ensure momentum is maintained 
in the implementation of such im-

pactful projects. The Mission will, 
during this transition period, hand 
over such projects to the UNCT to 
ensure continuity towards devel-
opment and to mitigate against re-
lapse. Ultimately, we all want the 
same thing, a peaceful Darfur that 
is on a development trajectory.

VoD: Talking about peacekeep-
ing in Jebel Marra area and stabi-
lization in the rest of Darfur in line 
with the UNSCR 2429, do you be-
lieve UNAMID is well equipped to 
be involved in stabilization?

Ms. Gbeho: One of the things 
that I love about the UN, is that we 
are one UN system, one UN fami-
ly. That means we work together, 
bringing our varied expertise to-
gether towards common objectives. 
We now have the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDGs), adopted 
by global leaders to guide us. These 
goals are about peace and ultimate-

INTERVIEW

UNAMID Deputy Joint Special Representative (DJSR), Ms. Anita Kiki Gbeho, recently visited the Mission’s newly established Temporary Oper-
ating Base (TOB) in Golo, Central Darfur. During her trip she met with UNAMID peacekeepers in the area, local authorities and community 
representatives.  Photo by Mohammed Idriss, UNAMID.
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ly about people and their prosperi-
ty. They are also about partnership, 
not only with National and Local 
Partners but also internally with Sis-
ter Organizations and Agencies. We 
can make a difference through all 
these our partnerships. When we 
come together as the UN, AU fami-
lies, the Government of Sudan, Dar-
fur non-signatories and communi-
ties, we most certainly can achieve 
a great deal for this region.

VoD: As you mentioned, UN-
AMID will enhance its cooperation 
with the UN Country Team in Dar-
fur, especially during the two-year 
transition period leading to its 
planned departure in June 2020, 
what areas do you feel this coop-
eration should be further strength-
ened to fully facilitate this transi-
tion and handover?  

Ms. Gbeho: One of our internal 
success stories that I have observed 

since joining the Mission is the cor-
dial relationship between UNAMID 
and the UNCT. UNAMID has a close 
working relationship with the HCT 
and UNCT. We have a common ob-
jective which is stabilizing Darfur. For 
example, UNAMID and the UNCT 
recently conducted a workshop to 
analyze programmatic activities in 
Darfur. Additionally, during the 73rd 
UN General assembly meeting, the 
UN/AU co-organized a side event 
to focus on Darfur and to begin re-
source mobilization for the stabili-
zation of Darfur.

UNAMID, the UNCT and the 
Government of Sudan are working 
collaboratively to put Darfur’s sta-
bilization on the international agen-
da. We remain hopeful that the side 
event will lead to a fundraiser for 
the development of Darfur.

VoD: As you re-ignite your 
journey with the people of Darfur, 

what message do you have for 
them going forward?

Ms. Gbeho: I am quite clear 
about UNAMIDs role and the fact 
that we serve at the pleasure of the 
people of Darfur. We are visitors in 
their home and we are here to sup-
port. It is the brothers and sisters 
of Darfur who will eventually bring 
about lasting peace. We can help 
them by creating the space and the 
conducive environment they need 
to dialogue and reach agreement.

 I am an optimist. I always see 
the glass as half full. I am therefore 
optimistic about Darfur and about 
this continent. Africa cannot fully 
develop with pockets of conflict 
holding us back. One of my favor-
ite proverbs keeps me motivated 
for Darfur. It says: “However long 
the night, the dawn will always 
come.” I firmly believe that the 
sun will rise for Darfur.

INTERVIEW

UNAMID Deputy Joint Special Representative, (DJSR), Ms. Anita Kiki Gbeho (middle), visited on 25 September 2018, Hamadiya IDP 
camp in Zalingei, Central Darfur. She briefed the representatives of displaced women on the Mission’s ongoing reconfiguration and 
listened to their security and humanitarian concerns. Photo by Abdulrasheed Yakubu, UNAMID.
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UNAMID: 
Promoting peace through sports

Sports are globally recognized as an effective tool for promoting peace 
and boosting relations among communities. They have been particularly 

useful in creating social cohesion in places affected by conflict. 
Consequently, the international community has come to acknowledge 
that sports make a vital contribution towards building peace, thereby 

enhancing sustainable development. 
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In Darfur, sports have been valu-
able in resolving differences and 
promoting mutual understanding 
among people from different back-
grounds and with divergent views, 
following the protracted conflict 
that displaced hundreds of thou-
sands of people and split the re-
gion’s social fabric.  

Recognizing the importance of 
sports and cultural activities, UN-
AMID, through its various peace 
campaigns, has supported various 
sports and cultural initiatives to dis-
seminate information and foster 
peace among local communities. The 
Mission, through its Communica-
tions and Public Information Section 
(CPIS)’s Community Outreach Unit, 

jointly organizes such initiatives 
with government and non-govern-
mental partners, including at least 
15 regular sporting events across 
the region annually. 

“Sporting activities play a 
crucial role in unifying Darfuri 
people and providing a condu-
cive platform to demonstrate 
love, peace and brotherhood 
towards each other. For exam-
ple, at the height of deep in-
ter-communal conflict in Mallit, 
North Darfur early this year, a 
football tournament organized 
by UNAMID and the Mallit Foot-
ball Union, helped to diffuse 
tensions,” says Dr. Makarim Mo-
hammed Ahmed, Head of the 

Community Outreach Unit. 
The activities take place in var-

ious settings such as Darfuri vil-
lages, towns, cities and especially 
camps for Internally Displaced Per-
sons (IDP), so they reach a diverse 
audience. They range across disci-
plines and encompass football, vol-
leyball, horse and camel racing, bi-
cycle racing and marathons among 
other activities. Most of the initia-
tives target the youth due to their 
vulnerability, thereby creating safe 
spaces for them to participate in 
community activities and work to-
gether across social, ethnic and 
other divisions. 

As the activities attract thou-
sands of people, UNAMID max-
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imizes on the opportunities to 
disseminate messages about 
peace and raise awareness on the 
Mission’s mandate and priorities.  
Branded items such as trophies, 
medals and sports kits, distribut-
ed at such events, carry messages 
that foster peace and leave a last-
ing impression in the community, 
long after events have passed.

Darfuri leaders and commu-
nities commend the Mission’s ef-
forts, as they have also seen the 
benefits of promoting peace and 
enhancing stability through sports. 

“UNAMID’s involvement in lo-
cal cultural activities and sports 
helps us to collectively achieve 
peace and stability in the region,” 

says Musa Mustafa Shogar, the 
North Darfur State Minister of 
Youth and Sport.

The benefits to hosting such 
events are numerous, particularly 
for the community. Through such 

UNAMID’s Communication and Public Information Section, in collaboration with 
the North Darfur Horse Racing Union, organized on 6 April 2018, a horse racing 
competition in El Fasher, North Darfur. The event is part of the Mission’s ongoing 
“Together for Peace” campaign, aimed at promoting peaceful co-existence across 

Darfur. Photo by Amin Ismail, UNAMID.

UNAMID’s Communication and Public Information Section (CPIS) jointly with Al 
Mawrada Sport and Social club and Al Salam IDP camps football union organized 
on 17 September 2018, a “Together for Peace” football tournament and a musical 

concert in Tumbasi area in El Fasher, North Darfur. The event aimed to promote peaceful 
coexistence among community members. Photo by Mohamad Almahady, UNAMID.

UNAMID’s Communications and Public Information Section, in partnership with the 
Ministry of Youth and Sport and the National Federation of Sudanese Youth, joined 
on 12 August 2018, the rest of the world in commemorating the International Youth 

Day in El Fasher, North Darfur, through a series of cultural and sporting events including 
marathon, held under the theme: “Safe Spaces for Youth”. Photo by Amin Ismail, UNAMID.
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UNAMID Police- Sector North organized a women’s volley ball tournament in Abu Shouck Camp for internally displaced per-
sons in El Fasher, North Darfur. Four Secondary Schools Girls participated in the competitions on 23 October 2014, El Fasher. 
Photo by Mohamad Almahady, UNAMID.

platforms, young people can con-
tribute towards and participate in 
Darfur’s peace process, while net-
working, improving their health 
and benefiting from alternative 
recreation. In some cases, their 
participation has paid off, evolv-
ing into fully-fledged careers, that 
become sources of livelihood for 
the youth.  

Sports-based initiatives have 
also helped to address war-relat-
ed trauma by enabling people to 
heal, regain a sense of security and 
normalcy, as well as rebuild rela-
tionships in a safe space. In cases 
of conflict-related disability, sports 
have helped affected people to re-
build confidence in their abilities.

More recently in Darfur, sports 
helped to advance demobilization 
and disarmament efforts, as well 
as to support the sometimes-dif-

ficult reintegration of ex-combat-
ants, particularly former child sol-
diers, into their communities. 

Major sporting activities sup-
ported by UNAMID so far this 
year include a football tourna-
ment and musical concert host-
ed in partnership with Al Maw-
rada Sport and Social club and Al 
Salam IDP Camp Football Union, 
in Tumbasi area, in El Fasher, 
North Darfur in September. The 

event, which was organized as 
part of the Mission’s Together 
for Peace campaign, was well at-
tended and the community com-
mended the initiative.

“The tournament provided an 
opportunity for Darfuri people to 
interact closely, particularly for the 
IDPs. Such events enhance gains 
made in peacekeeping amongst 
communities. Through sports, the 
message of peace can easily com-
municate to the local communi-
ty. This gathering in Al Salam IDP 
camp comprises football teams 
from different Darfuri tribes. We 
are united as brothers,” remarked 
Mohamed Yahya, captain of the Al 
Salam IDP Camp Football team, af-
ter the tournament. 

Another significant event was 
the grand finale to the Ramadan 
Cup Football for Peace Tourna-

“Sport has an 
unparalleled ability to 
transform, empower 

and unify people,” says 
UN Secretary-General, 

Antonio Guterres.  



25VOICES OF DARFUR

FEATURE

UNAMID’s Communications and Public Information Section (CPIS), in partnership with the National Federation of Sudanese Youth, organized 
a football tournament in Sewilinga village near El Fasher, North Darfur. The event aimed to promote peaceful coexistence among the local 
community in the area as part of the “Together for Peace” campaign on 15 October 2018. Photo by Amin Ismail, UNAMID. 

ment, which took place at Abou 
Shouk IDP camp in El Fasher un-
der the theme: “No Life Without 
Peace.”  Organized by UNAMID 
and the Abou Shouk Sport and 
Culture Association, the event 
included an Iftar (evening break-
ing of Ramadan fast) attended by 
hundreds of youth, community 
leaders and school children.

Local Imams (religious leaders) 
and other respected community 
leaders used the week-long tour-
nament to promote peace. While 
highlighting the importance of 
Ramadan, the holy month in the 
Islamic religion marked by fast-
ing, the leaders emphasized the 
role of Darfuri youth in the on-
going peace process across the 
region. They also encouraged 
young people to actively partic-
ipate in voluntary work, combat 

drug abuse and enhance regional 
peace efforts through dialogue in 
their respective communities.

Another exciting sport that 
draws large crowds is horse racing. 
Known as one of the most popular 
sports and associated with nobility 
as it is associated with advocating 
for the weak, defending honor and 
protecting the vulnerable in Darfur, 
horse racing has been practiced in 
the region for over 4,000 years and 
remains an important part of Suda-
nese culture. 

UNAMID and the Kabkabiya 
Horse Racing Club, regularly orga-
nize horse racing events in Kabk-
abiya locality, North Darfur. One 
such event, held under the theme: 
“Partnerships for Peace, Dignity 
for all,” attracted more than 500 
people from various backgrounds. 

“Such sporting events enhance 

peaceful co-existence among var-
ious communities living in our 
area. They definitely bring people 
together in a very peaceful atmo-
sphere and facilitate the build-
ing of trust among the different 
tribes,” says Dr. Adam Ahmed Salih, 
Kabkabiya Locality Commissioner.

These sentiments are echoed 
by the Native Administration lead-
er in Kabkabiya, Shartai Eltayeb 
Ankara, who acknowledges the 
impact of UNAMID’s efforts in 
contributing towards peace build-
ing through sports. 

“Such social and sporting events 
pave the way for a brighter, peace-
ful future for both young and old 
alike. These events foster a peace-
ful environment for people to car-
ry out normal social and religious 
activities, unperturbed. It is time to 
build peace,” he concludes.
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As part of its continuing efforts to 
enhance justice and rule of law among 
Darfuri communities, UNAMID’s Rule 
of Law Section routinely conducts 
training programmes for rural court 
judges from various Localities in Darfur 
on adjudication and mediation as well 
as Sudan’s civil and criminal procedural 
laws and mediation techniques.

Additionally, these training 
programmes are aimed at building 
the capacity of judges on the use of 
mediation to settle inter-communal 
conflicts, including land disputes, to 
ensure peaceful co-existence and 
harmony amongst the diverse 
Darfuri communities.

U N A M I D 
conducts training for 
rural court judges 
in Darfur
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BY SALAH MOHAMMED

In an interview with Voices of 
Darfur (VoD), artist Hanan Bakheet 
talks about her work, the artistic land-
scape and innovation, as well as chal-
lenges facing local artists and their 
role in reinforcing peaceful coexis-
tence among communities in Darfur.

VOD: What issues do you feel you 
have addressed through your work 

Painting for peace: 
An interview with artist Hanan Bakheet
Born in 1964 in El Fasher, North Darfur, Hanan Bakheet, completed her education at schools in 
El Fasher before graduating with a degree in Fine Arts from the Sudan University of Sciences 
and Technology. She majored in printing and cover making, then went on to pursue her love 
for art through a career in teaching.  A firm believer in art as an expression of freedom, Hanan 
has always encouraged her students to express their artistic talents through painting, theatre, 
handicrafts and other forms of art. 

as an artist since you graduated 
from university?

Hanan Bakheet: When I began 
my career as a teacher in 1992 our 
local community did not embrace 
the fine arts, and even the students 
did not fully understand the impor-
tance of art in the school curricu-
lum. It was not an easy start to my 

career as a teacher. My mission was 
to deliver a message to people that 
fine arts represent life and express 
freedom. Through my work, I try 
to help the students to understand 
how they can express the meaning 
of freedom through fine arts. While 
at university, my dissertation was ti-
tled: “Innovation and the Freedom 
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of the Artist.” This is a prominent 
feature in all my works. 

VOD: Have you since addressed 
these concerns, especially in im-
parting the importance of peace, 
stability and peaceful coexistence 
between different groups in Darfur?

Hanan Bakheet: A year ago, I par-
ticipated in the Sultan Ali Dinar cen-
tenary celebrations. Ali Dinar was the 
most famous of all Sultans in Darfur. 
The most prominent painting I sub-
mitted for this exhibition portrayed 
the role of a father in the nucleus 
family. The focus was on polygamy 
and depicted Sultan Ali Dinar as an 
example because he had an illustri-
ous military career and led a success-
ful social life at a time when polyga-
my was perceived in positive light. 
Perceptions have since changed and 

a lot of negativity is now associated 
with polygamy in our society. In ad-
dition, I submitted a painting called 
“The Beginning,” which focused on a 
man of weak character, who despite 
all his negative qualities, stuck to his 
values. The collection represents 
the diversity of the people of Darfur.    

VOD: How can Darfur artists 
contribute, through their works, to 
the call for peace and peaceful co-
existence between different ethnic 
groups in the region? 

Hanan Bakheet: Fine arts are 
there to serve humanity. Awareness 
plays a major role in harnessing our 
diverse talents to promote peace. All 
the works I have presented at vari-
ous exhibitions call for peace. The 
most recent event I participated in 
was the “Painting for Peace” com-
petition organized by UNAMID on 20 
September 2018 to mark the Inter-
national Day of Peace. I exhibited a 
painting that appealed to all Darfuris 
to not only take the call for peace se-
riously, but to fully participate in ef-
forts being exerted to attain durable 
peace in the region. In the absence of 
peace, people will suffer and regress.    

VOD: Describe your participa-
tion in the painting for peace com-
petition organized by UNAMID?

Hanan Bakheet: I felt very hon-
ored to be part of the group that 
participated in this competition, to 
finally get a platform before both a 
local and an international audience 
to promote my views on peace in 
Darfur. It was also great because I 
met other Fine Art artists and we ex-
changed ideas on how we can move 
our passion forward.  I really did not 
expect my painting to win first place 
in the competition because there 
were many fine works from different 
talented artists. I was ecstatic when 
I won the first prize. I also value the 
observations from other artists on 
how I can further improve my work. 

VOD How can such exhibitions and 
competitions organized by UNAMID 
help to promote culture and enhance 
the growth of Fine Arts in Darfur?

Hanan Bakheet: I was ecstatic 
about being part of such an event. 
In addition to the many artists who 

came, UNAMID also organized var-
ious artistic and cultural activities 
that centered on peace. Women 
from all walks of life actively partic-
ipated in the exhibition. We hope 
in future, UNAMID will dedicate 
more time and resources to such 
exhibitions as they attract many 
people. Hosting the exhibition in 
a central area close to the local 
market made it accessible to many 
people from different backgrounds.  

VOD: What are the major chal-
lenges facing artists in Darfur? 

Hanan Bakheet: The main chal-
lenge is that artists do not receive due 
recognition for their hard work, as 
the local community still views them 
simply as entertainers but not as role 
models for the youth to emulate. 

VOD: What do you feel is your 
legacy in the discipline of Fine Arts 
given the many years you have in-
vested in grooming young artists?

Hanan Bakheet: I believe I have 
done my best to transfer my skills to 
the young artists who have passed 
through my classes. My door re-
mains open to students and ama-
teurs who need support and guid-
ance to build a fruitful career in 
fine arts. I also share my knowledge 
through my work with various cul-
tural groups in El Fasher. 

VOD: Do you feel young artists 
receive enough support from their 
parents and peers to contribute 
meaningfully towards enriching cul-
ture and innovation in the region?

Hanan Bakheet: Honestly speak-
ing, I do not believe that young art-
ists receive the support they need to 
fulfil their dreams in fine arts. Most 
activities related to the arts here in 
Darfur are seasonal, with no finan-
cial support being provided at both 
local and central level. I firmly be-
lieve that if all artists, in their diverse 
fields, were to be organized under 
a single body, it would be easier for 
them to access the limited resources 
available for such activities. Such a 
body would also enhance coordina-
tion of artists, so they can even find 
or explore opportunities to partici-
pate at national and regional events.   

VOD: Have you participated in 

CULTURE
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any Fine Arts event in the capital 
Khartoum or outside the country?

Hanan Bakheet: I have partici-
pated in a number of exhibitions in 
Khartoum but one that stands out 
was in 2015, when the North Darfur 
Judiciary offices invited me to partic-
ipate in a conference of the African 
Judiciaries. This was a high point 
in my career. The works I exhibited 
featured Ali Dinar from Darfur and 
Nelson Mandela from South Africa.  
One of my paintings won first place 
among the works of artists from all 
states in Sudan. The conference was 
a great networking opportunity as 
I engaged with the visiting delega-
tions and we discussed the import-
ant role of youth in our societies. 

VOD: Why did you choose Ali Di-
nar from Darfur and Nelson Mande-
la from South Africa as the focus of 
your work? 

Hanan Bakheet: The choice was 
mainly based on the fact that many 
parts of the world, especially Africa, 
were suffering from the negative im-

pact of war. Both personalities had 
significant roles in fighting for free-
dom and promoting peace.

VOD: How have Darfur artists used 
the arts to enlighten people about 
issues affecting the community?

Hanan Bakheet: Artists continue 
to educate communities through 
their work. For example, Darfuri art-
ists receive many invitations to take 
part in awareness raising campaigns 
and convey messages to communi-
ties through their participation in 
workshops, seminars or training ses-
sions aimed at enlightening people 
about peace and socio-economic 
issues pertaining to women, youth 
and children.     

VOD: How can women contribute 
to promoting peace in Darfur?

Hanan Bakheet: One cannot 
over-emphasize the fact that women 
play a vital role in bringing peace to 
any community and the upbringing 
of future generations. Women are 
natural nurturers. This nurturing role 
is evident in their own homes and 

cascades to other parts of society 
where they are involved such as reli-
gious gatherings, handicraft making 
and schools. Women are really work-
ing hard to achieve peace in Darfur.     

VOD: Do you have any message 
for fine artists in Darfur?

Hanan Bakheet: I strongly appeal 
to artists to focus their attention on 
innovation in the Fine Arts and use 
their talents to uplift their respec-
tive communities.  This is achievable 
through using fine arts to send mes-
sages of peace and peaceful-coexis-
tence amongst the various sections 
of Darfuri society. 

VOD: What is your message to 
the people of Darfur, in general?

Hanan Bakheet: All of us should 
move forward and search for the 
seeds of love and tolerance. Peo-
ple should communicate with each 
other. We must forgive and tolerate 
one another. We must also rein-
force values of patriotism, as Sudan 
is a big country that can accommo-
date all of us.
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