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EDITORS NOTE

ON THE COVER

I am pleased to introduce the June 
2019 issue of Voices of Darfur, which 
contains news, features and interviews 
not only about unique aspects of life 
in Darfur but also about UNAMID’s 
ongoing eff orts to facilitate lasti ng 
peace in the region.

In an interview with Voices of 
Darfur, UNAMID Deputy Joint  Special 
Representati ve, Ms. Anita Kiki Gbeho, 
highlights the criti cality of the recently 
established UN State Liaison Functi ons 
(SLFs) in the context of the transiti on 
process, as UNAMID prepares for its exit 
from Darfur at the end of June 2020.

The feature arti cle enti tled: “Women 
Protecti on Networks - An eff ecti ve 
early warning mechanism for women 
in Darfur”,  focuses on women and 
children as one of the not-so-silent 
aff ected people by the confl ict in Darfur, 
especially women who reside in camps 
for Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) 
and are someti mes exposed to physical 
assault, harassment, inti midati on and 
extorti on, amongst other issues. 

In another feature enti tle: ‘Dialogue 
and reconciliati on eff orts criti cal to 
UNAMID’s protecti on of civilians)’, we 
highlight protecti on of civilians which 
represents UNAMID’s core mandate, 

thereby defi ning the Mission’s 
Protecti on of Civilians and Humanitarian 
Liaison Secti on’s criti cal Mission-wide 
coordinati on, advisory and informati on 
sharing role on issues related to 
protecti on of civilians in Darfur. 

This role is accomplished with unwav-
ering support from various UNAMID 
components, the United Nati ons Country 
Team and Humanitarian Country Team 
(UNCT/HCT). 

The Photo Story features a collati on 
of photographs focusing on the 
handover of UNAMID’s former sector 
Headquarters in El Daein, East Darfur 
and El Geneina, West Darfur.

Last but not least, Voices of Darfur 
presents an interview with musician 
Adil Ali Abdallah Daraja, who talks about 
his passion for Darfuri music, especially 
songs he sings in Fur language (his 
mother tongue) and the intricacies 
involved in surviving as a musician in a 
confl ict-stricken region like Darfur. 

As Voices of Darfur conti nues 
to evolve as a news magazine, we 
welcome your feedback. Send your 
comments by email, address to “Lett ers 
to the Editor / Voices of Darfur” in the 
subject line and send to

unamid-publicinformati on@un.org.

A boy pulling a water rollers he received at 
an event organized by CPIS  in Terage village, 
Central Darfur. Photo by Amin Ismail, UNAMID.

Voices of Darfur presents an interview with musician 
Adil Ali Abdallah Daraja, who talks about his passion 
for Darfuri music and the intricacies involved in 
surviving as a musician in a con� ict-stricken region 
like Darfur. Photo by Hamid Abdulsalam, UNAMID.
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In responses to reported security 
tensions in Kutum area, north Dar-
fur, UNAMID on 13 June dispatched 
an Integrated Assessment Mission 
(IAM) to the area. 

The purpose of the Assessment 
Mission was to identify security 
challenges and take appropriate ac-
tion to mitigate the impact of these 
challenges on protection needs in 
the locality and its environs. The 
Assessment Mission comprised rep-
resentatives of relevant UNAMID 
Sections, mainly Protection of Civil-
ians/Humanitarian Liaison, Human 
Rights, Rule of Law, Governance & 
Community Stabilization Sections, 
Military and Police.  

During the visit, the IAM met 
with local authorities, community 
leaders, native administration rep-
resentatives, WFP and leaders of in-

UNAMID conducts integrated security assessment mission 
to Kutum, North Darfur amid security concerns

ternally displaced persons. The IAM 
members observed that the main 
source of the afore-mentioned se-
curity tensions was the perennial 
issue of land disputes, mistrust be-
tween nomads and farmers on one 
hand and farmers and state organs 
on the other, prevalence of firearms 
and weak rule of law in the area.

Following submission of the In-
tegrated assessment Team Report 
to Mission Leadership, UNAMID 
has undertaken to enhance its en-
gagement with federal and state 
government officials to carry out a 
comprehensive and impartial dis-
armament exercise, to work with 
the criminal justice institutions to 
restore trust and confidence in the 
rule of law institutions and intensify 
farming,  grass and firewood collec-
tion patrols in the area.

Kutum has two localities in the 
same area namely Kutum and Al-
wah and both are located on the 
supply route linking Chad and Lib-
ya, lying on a belt inhabited by local 
farmers, while nomads/herders in 
search of pasture for their animals 
are also present in the locality.

In response to reported secu-
rity tensions in Kutum area, north 
Darfur, UNAMID on 13 June dis-
patched an Integrated Assessment 
Mission (IAM) to the area. 

The purpose of the Assessment 
Mission was to identify security 
challenges and take appropriate ac-
tion to mitigate the impact of these 
challenges on protection needs in 
the locality and its environs. The 
Assessment Mission comprised rep-
resentatives of relevant UNAMID 
Sections, mainly Protection of

In  fulfilment of its protection of 
civilians mandate, UNAMID peace-
keepers on 11 June, visited a Gath-
ering Site for Internally Displaced 
Persons (IDP’s) in Sabanga, located 
12 km north-east of the Mission’s 
Golo Temporary Operating Base, 
central Darfur, to assess the condi-
tion of the newly resettled IDPs at 
the Site and assess the general se-
curity situation in the area.

During the visit, the peacekeep-
ers interacted with the Sheikh (Com-
munity leader) of the IDPs, Adam 
Abdullatif, who informed the peace-
keepers about the recent arrival 
of additional IDPs who reportedly 
fled  their homes in Armo, Farede-

UNAMID peacekeepers support IDPs at Gathering 
Site in Central Darfur

lo, Tergy, Karkura, Aronla and Don-
gola villages in Daya Area, central 
Darfur,  as a result of armed clashes 
that occurred on 1 June between 
Government of Sudan forces and 
armed movements.  These clashes 
resulted in the displacement of an 
additional 400 families who made 
their way to the Sabanga Gathering 
Site, bringing the total number of 
families in the Gathering Site to 800 
families, according Sheik Abdullatif.

During the visit to the Gather-
ing Site, UNAMID peacekeepers, 
observed the urgent need for food, 
clean water, sanitation, health ser-
vices and shelter, especially for the 
newly arrived IDPs and communi-

cated these requirements to con-
cerned humanitarian agencies in 
the area, for immediate action.

Prior to undertaking above-men-
tioned visit to Sabanga Gathering 
Site, UNAMID peacekeepers from 
the Chinese Engineering Contin-
gent, on 21 May travelled to Tur-
rangew IDPs Gathering Site, also 
in central Darfur, and erected sev-
en heavy duty tents at the site to 
address urgent shelter needs of 
the newly displaced persons in the 
area, a move appreciated by the 
IDPs community. The peacekeep-
ers also alerted their humanitarian 
counterparts on the socio-econom-
ic needs in this area.

UNAMID dispatched a joint integrated assessment team to Kutum town, north Darfur, to identify security challenges facing the local 
community and to propose appropriate measures to mitigate these concerns. The assessment team met with local authority o�cials, Native 
Administration, community leaders and representatives of internally displaced persons. Photo by Mwila Mbwengetta, UNAMID.
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UNAMID supports demobilization of 729 ex-combatants 
in Zalingei, Central Darfur
Zalingei: UNAMID’s Governance 
and Community Stabilization Sec-
tion (GCSS) in collaboration with 
Sudan Disarmament, Demobiliza-
tion and Reintegration Commis-
sion (SDDRC), concluded on 5th 
of May 2019, the demobilization 
of 729 ex-combatants from for-
mer armed movements as per the 
Doha Document for Peace in Darfur 
(DDPD) (2011) and residual case-
load of the Darfur Peace Agree-

ment (DPA) (2006) in Central Darfur.
The demobilized ex-combatants 

were out of the planned caseload 
of 838 that were planned for de-
mobilization. Among the demo-
bilized, 123 were female and 606 
male combatants from Justice and 
Equality Movement/Peace Wing 
(JEM/PW), Sudan Liberation Army/
Free Will (SLA/FW), Sudan Libera-
tion Army/ Mustafa Terab (SLA/MT), 
Justice and Equality Movement/Da-

bajo (JEM/D) and Popular Forces for 
Democratic Rights (PFDR).

 The demobilization exercise that 
commenced on 17 April and end-
ed on 01 May 2019, represents the 
second demobilization camp in Cen-
tral Darfur. The Mission’s resources 
and logistics support included the 
provision of cash for the payment 
of transitional safety net allowance 
(3,000 Sudanese pound per ex-com-
batant), camp construction, tents, 

UNAMID’s Governance and Community Stabilization Section, in collaboration with 
the Sudan Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration Commission began 
the demobilization exercise of 729 ex-combatants from former armed movements 
who are signatories to the Doha Document for Peace in Darfur (DDPD), bilateral 
agreements and the residual caseloads from the Darfur Peace Accord. Photo by 
Salah Mohammed, UNAMID.

transportation, electricity, water 
and security. The UNDP to facilitate 
assistance after the demobilization 
exercise, including support through 
income-generation projects.

In his remarks, the Acting Wali 
(Governor) of Central Darfur, Maj. 
Gen. Nagmeldin Karar, commended 
UNAMID’s support to the DDR im-
plementation and pledged the gov-
ernment’s continued commitment 
to the implementation of DDR and 
civilian arms collection in Sudan.

Head of UNAMID’s GCSS Pierre 
Ubalijoro highlighted the positive 
collaboration between UNAMID 

and SDDRC in the implementation 
of the Final Security Arrangements 
(FSA) provisions of the DDPD. How-
ever, he stated that the end of the 
demobilization activities in Cen-
tral Darfur marks the end of UN-
AMID’s support to demobilization 
of ex-combatants in Darfur, unless 
a new agreement is reached before 
the Mission exits in June 2020.

Islika Borbor Sisay, UNAMID DDR 
officer, noted that the DDR process 
will create stable environment for 
other developments and recovery 
activities to take place. “It is im-
portant for DDR in every country 
that witness war to set the ground 
where other recovery activities can 
take place through sensitizing the 
ex-combatants on the importance 
of peace and to change their minds 
to be civilians to resolve their dif-
ferences by dialogue and peaceful 
means,” said Islika.

Capt. Abubaker Hassan Abdullah, 
Commander of the demobilization 

camp, praised UNAMID for support-
ing the process and explained the 
ex-combatants’ willingness to go 
through the exercise to achieve peace, 
development and stability in Darfur.

Some of the ex-combatants inter-
viewed during the session emphasized 
the importance of peace and urged 
non-signatory movements to put 
down their arms and join the peace 
process. A former combatant, Daoud 
Hussein said that his group considers 
peace a strategic option, hence their 
decision to sign the document to bring 
about peace to end the suffering of the 
people of Darfur from the scourge of 
war. Another combatant, 37-year old, 
Ms. Tomayia Abdallah Al �our, from 
Free-Will movement stated that she 
would choose to train in handi-craft 
making to support her family and the 
local community.

The Mission has so far supported 
the demobilization of over 10,000 for-
mer combatants of armed movements 
across Darfur under the DDPD.
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UNAMID State Liaison Functions 
(SLFs) and UNDP, in collaboration 
with East Darfur Prison Administra-
tion, concluded on 7 March 2019, 
a two-week training program for 
45 in-service Government of Sudan 
(GoS) prison officers. The training 
was focused on human rights ap-
proach in prison operations and the 
application of appropriate Standard 
Operating Procedures (SOP’s) in pris-
on management, in El Daein.

The training was aimed at build-
ing capacity through enhancement 
of knowledge and skills for partici-
pants in prison management, op-
erations and human rights to assist 
them to carry out their mandated 
reformation tasks in accordance 
with international standards and 
human rights principles.

From 19 to 20 May 2019, UNAMID 
and UN Country Team State Liai-
son Functions (SLFs) in South Dar-
fur state, in partnership with the 
state police, conducted a two-week 
Training of Trainers (ToT) Workshop 
on human rights for Government 
of Sudan (GoS) police. The training 
mainly concentrated on interna-
tional human rights and interna-
tional humanitarian law standards, 
with special focus on Sexual Gender 
Based Violence (SGBV).

Thirty-nine police officers, in-
cluding nine females, attended the 
Workshop aimed at building the ca-
pacity of the GOS police on human 
rights and subsequently promote 
human rights in south Darfur.

South Darfur Police Commis-

Workshop discussions focused 
on topics related to prison man-
agement and operations such as 
juvenile justice, Standard Operation 
Procedures (SOPs) on key control, 
discharge procedures, counting 
of prisoners, transfer of prisoners, 
search and admission of prisoners, 
minimum standard rules and rights 
of the people in detention and gen-
der mainstreaming.

During the Workshop closing cer-
emony, East Darfur SLF representa-
tive, Mr. Dominick Mshana, who is 
also a UNAMID Rule of law officer, 
commended the positive interac-
tion of participants with facilitators 
during the training and encour-
aged the participants to reflect the 
knowledge acquired in their daily 
prison duties. “We urge you all to 

sioner, Chief Prosecutor, Appeals 
Court Judge, South Darfur Judi-
ciary training coordinator, South 
Darfur legal administration repre-
sentatives, Head of UNDP office 
in south Darfur, Head of UNAMID 
SLFs Police and senior local police 
officers attended the Workshop 
opening ceremony.

Speaking at the opening cere-
mony, South Darfur Police Commis-
sioner, General Niazy Salih Ahmed, 
expressed his appreciation to UN-
AMID and UNDP for their efforts in 
supporting police in South Darfur. 
He urged workshop participants to 
clearly focus and absorb training 
content through cooperation and 
active participation during discus-
sion sessions. “I also urge partici-

share the same knowledge with 
your colleagues who did not man-
age to participate in the training,” 
Mr. Mshana stated.

In his response, East Darfur State 
Director of Prisons, Colonel Alam-al-
huda Abduelhammed Mohamad, 
expressed his gratitude to UNAMID 
and the entire UN family for the nu-
merous training courses organized 
for prison officers in East Darfur and 
appreciated the support they contin-
ue to receive from UNAMID.

The training was funded by 
UNDP under the SLF transitional 
programme as part of UNAMID 
transfer of its mandated tasks 
to UNCT, in conformity with the 
Mission’s current drawdown and 
eventual exit by end of June 
2020. .

pants to further transfer skills ac-
quired from this workshop to other 
police officers in the state through 
internally organised training,” Gen-
eral Salih Ahmed emphasised.

In his remarks, the Offi-
cer-in-Charge of UNDP in South 
Darfur, Mr. Salaheldin Ibrahim, stat-
ed that the workshop is part of the 
SLF activities geared towards capac-
ity building of GOS police in relation 
to the critical need to engender 
respect and promotion of human 
rights in their daily work.

Workshop participants also 
echoed their gratitude to UN SLFs 
in the state for conducting this 
workshop and pledged that going 
forward, they will apply all acquired 
knowledge to their daily work.

United Nations State Liaison Functions conclude training for 
Sudanese prisons officers in East Darfur

UN State Liaison Functions conduct training on human rights 
for GoS police in South Darfur

UN State Liaison Functions (SLFs) in partnership with Prisons Administration, East Darfur organized a two-week capacity building workshop 
for 50 prison o�cers in El Daein. The workshop, which commenced on 12 May 2019, is aimed at enhancing participants’ capacity and skills 
in prison management and related operations. Photo by Dominick Mshana, UNAMID.

UNAMID and UN Country Team State Liaison Functions (SLFs) in South Darfur state, in partnership with the state police, conducted 
a two-week Training of Trainers (ToT) Workshop, on human rights for Government of Sudan (GoS) police. The training mainly 
concentrated on international human rights and international humanitarian law standards, with special focus on Sexual Gender 
Based Violence (SGBV). UNAMID photo.
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UNAMID and UN Country Team State Liaison Functions (SLFs) in North Darfur, in partnership with the state level Judiciary Directorate, 
organized a workshop for District Court Judges focusing on international fair trial standards and adherence to the rule of law in 
transnational crimes and offences. UNAMID photo.

UN State Liaison Functions train district court judges 
in North Darfur

United Nations State Liaison Functions train Government of 
Sudan police officers in West Darfur

UNAMID and UN Country Team 
State Liaison Functions (SLFs) in North 
Darfur, in partnership with the state 
level Judiciary Directorate, from 30 
to 31 March organized a workshop 
for District Court Judges focusing on 
international fair trial standards and 
adherence to the rule of law in trans-
national crimes and offences.
Over thirty district court judges, pros-
ecutors, police and members of the 
Bar Association participated in the 
workshop aimed at exploring prac-
tical ways to meet set UNAMID exit 
benchmarks in the areas of protection 
of civilians, monitoring and reporting 
on human Rights trials monitored by 
UNAMID to ensure these are con-
ducted in a fair manner, in accordance 
with international legal standards 
and practices. The workshop also ad-
dressed the need to ensure promo-
tion of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms in accordance with national 
and international fair trial standards] 
and enhancing access to justice in line 

with the Doha Document for Peace in 
Darfur (DDPD).
In addition, the workshop covered 
training and practical guidance on in-
ternationally accepted fair trial stan-
dards which respect human rights and 
promote the rule of law in the context 
of emerging threats involving transna-
tional crimes. The training also sought 
to strengthen the capacity of the judi-
ciary to effectively balance the applica-
tion of fair trial standards, adherence 
to the rule of law, preventing the risk 
of violation of human rights while en-
suring respect for fundamental rights 
of both the victim and the accused.
The workshop further put in context 
the transitional strategy of UNAMID 
and the coordination role of the Unit-
ed Nations Country Team (UNCT) in 
the SLF as provided by the Security 
Council Resolution 2429 (2018), which 
stipulates, among other things, the 
need to strengthen the human rights 
and rule of law capacity of national in-
stitutions, local community networks 

and civil society groups, who will ulti-
mately take over key mainstreaming 
responsibilities in Darfur.
“This is the first Workshop in Darfur 
covering compliance with fair trial 
standards and respect for the rule 
of law in the context of countering 
transnational crimes such as terror-
ism, trafficking in humans, smuggling 
weapons, drugs, and cybercrimes”, 
said Ms. Cecilia Tillada, Rule of Law of-
ficer in the SLFs.
The selection of the topics for the 
workshop was based on a participato-
ry process, with the judiciary in North 
Darfur defining area of preference 
for training to be linked with relevant 
Sudanese Law, the international stan-
dards on the right to fair trial includ-
ing good practices with respect to 
the protection of human rights and 
promotion of the rule of law in the 
context of counter-terrorism, drug 
trafficking, weapons smuggling, traf-
ficking in persons among other iden-
tified transnational crimes.

Zalingei: 7 May 2019, UNAMID’s 
State Liaison Functions (SLFs) Police 
and United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), in collaboration 
with the Government of Sudan (GoS) 
Police, organized in El Geneina, West 
Darfur, a ten-day Training of Train-
ers (ToT) workshops for 38 local po-
lice officers in criminal investigation 
techniques and protection of civil-
ians, respectively.
The two training courses that be-
gan on 28 April 2019, were part of 
SLFs’ efforts aimed at building the 
capacity and skills of local police in 
different areas of policing including 
crime scene management, criminal 
investigation, protection of civilians, 
human rights, community policing 
and crisis management.

Joseph Zanu, UNAMID Police 
Training Officer, explained that the 
objectives of the training courses 
was to build the capacity of Govern-
ment of Sudan police officer to be 
capable to train other police officers 
after UNAMID exit from Darfur. He 
emphasized that the participants 

have benefited significantly from 
the courses and commended the 
cooperation between UNAMID, 
SLFs and GoS police.

Col. Nadhem Ahmed, Officer in 
Charge of UNAMID SLFs, West Dar-
fur, said that through close coordi-
nation with UNDP the SLFs would 
implement eight ToT workshops for 
local police in West Darfur. “Addi-
tionally, the SLFs will implement an 
infrastructure enhancement proj-
ects in West Darfur including the 
construction of police training and 
community policing and rehabilita-
tion of police stations,” he added.

West Darfur Police Director 
for Legal Affairs, Col. Sufian lutfi 
Ahmed, who presented a lecture on 
the “Legal Framework of Protection 
of Civilians in the International Hu-
manitarian Law”, emphasized that 
protection of civilians course would 
help the participants to respond ef-
fectively during armed conflicts.

Mohammed El Sheikh Baga-
di, West Darfur Police Liaison and 
Coordination Officer, thanked UN-

AMID police and SLFs for organiz-
ing such training courses and for 
the construction of police stations 
and police training and communi-
ty policing centres in West Darfur. 
“Building of these facilities will help 
to maintain rule of law and promote 
reconciliation among local commu-
nities,” said Bagadi.

One of the participants in the 
training on criminal investigation 
techniques, Mazin Saifeldin Ab-
delaziz, commended UNAMID con-
tinued efforts to support local police 
and underlined the importance of 
exchanging expertise between police 
officers from different countries in 
building the capacity of local police

UNAMID police also funded the 
construction police station and family 
and child unit consisting of two wait-
ing cells, three offices and an armory 
in El Genaina. The project that was 
implemented through UNAMID po-
lice programmatic funding projects 
aimed at improving security condi-
tion and creating a conducive work-
ing environment for local police.

UNAMID Police in the State Liaison Functions (SLFs) and United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), West Darfur, in partnership with the 
Government of Sudan Police began a ten-day Training of Trainers (ToT) for 19 police o�cers in El Geneina. The course is part of SLFs’ e�orts aimed at 
enhancing the capacity and skills of local police in criminal investigation techniques. Photo by Mohammed Idriss, UNAMID.
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 UNAMID concluded on 30 April 2019 
the closure and handover of its sector 
headquarters in El Daien to the State 
Government of East Darfur.

In line with UNAMID’s insistence 
that the facilities be used for civil-
ian purposes, the State Govern-
ment of East Darfur indicated that 
the former sector headquarters, 
with associated assets, will become 
an extension of El Daein University, 
and that the level 1 hospital with-
in the Camp will be a health cen-
ter providing maternity services.

The handover documents, which 
include an understanding regarding 
the future use of the premises as 
well an inventory of related UNAMID 
assets, were signed by the Head of 
Office for Sector East, Mr. Landing 
Badjie, on behalf of the Mission and 
Director General in the office of the 
Wali (Governor) Mr. Ismail Adam Ab-
dallah, on behalf of the state. 

Representatives of the intended 
beneficiary institutions, Mr. Ali Ibra-
him Adam, Director of Health Ser-
vices and Social Development, Pro-

UNAMID’s Communications and 
Public Information Section (CPIS) 
handed over solar wind-up radio 
sets to members of the Union of 
Visually Impaired People and In-
ternally Displaced Persons (IDPs) 
at Taiba Camp in Zalingei, Central 
Darfur on 14 and 21 May 2019, 
respectively. The project is part 
of the Mission’s ongoing support 
to vulnerable communities in Dar-
fur and is meant to assist the host 
communities gain easy access to 
information on local and global 
events, in addition to listening to 
peace messaging derived from var-
ious UNAMID activities and its on-
going transition process. 
 Speaking at the handover ceremo-
ny, Al Nazeer Al Silaik, the Secretary 

fessor Mohammed Ali Elhag Alloba, 
Vice Chancellor of El Daien University, 
as well as community representatives 
from key constituencies in the state 
signed the documents as witnesses.

 In his remarks, UNAMID Chief of 
Staff, Mr. Luke Mhlaba, who repre-
sented the Mission leadership, em-
phasized the importance of honour-
ing the commitment to use the facili-
ties for civilian purposes, as well as the 
need for community involvement and 
transparency in the transfer process.

 “In preparation for the hando-
ver of UNAMID facilities to the host 
country authorities, the Mission has 
conducted extensive consultations 
with the government of Sudan, state 
governments and representatives of 
civil society. All agree and indeed the 
government has committed to the 
principle that all such facilities will 
be used for civilian purposes,” Mr. 
Mhlaba said. 

 Mr. Abdallah expressed apprecia-
tion to UNAMID for the facilities and 
pledged to use them for the bene-
fit of the community as outlined in 

General of the Union of Visually 
Impaired People in Central Darfur, 
highlighted the importance of radio 
in educating local people in Darfur, 
particularly the visually impaired 
people living in the rural areas. 
The Sheikh of Sheikhs (Traditional 
Leaders) at Taiba IDP Camp, Mr. 
Alhadi Hamid Abdallah, expressed 
his appreciation to UNAMID’s 
continued support to IDP Camp 
community and highlighted the 
importance of radio in educating 
the people in the Camp, especially 
through peace and health related 
programming. “The distribution of 
these solar radios will enable recip-
ient families to listen to reconcilia-
tion, peace and health awareness 
programmes”, Mr. Abdallah added. 

the memorandum of understanding 
signed by UNAMID and the State 
Government of East Darfur. He called 
on the community to work together 
and expressed hope that the two in-
stitutions, namely the University of 
El Daein and the Ministry of Health, 
would fully utilize the facilities for the 
benefit of the people of East Darfur. 

 Apart from prefabricated build-
ings on the land, most of which are 
furnished and include air condition-
ers, items handed over include motor 
vehicles, a water treatment facility 
and power generators. 

“The Mission looks forward 
to the early take over and use of 
these facilities by El Daien Univer-
sity and the Ministry of Health, so 
that East Darfur communities can 
derive the benefits of these as-
sets,” Mr. Mhlaba concluded. 

 This is the first sector headquar-
ters to be closed and handed over, in 
line with the second phase of the Mis-
sion’s ongoing drawdown, as mandat-
ed by United Nations Security Council 
resolution 2429 of July 2018.

UNAMID representatives at both 
handover ceremonies, Lameck 
Kawiche and Said Msonda, com-
mended the continued cooperation 
between UNAMID and IDPs com-
munity in Taiba camp and the Union 
of Visually Impaired persons in pro-
moting the culture of tolerance and 
coexistence in Darfur. They also un-
derscored the user-friendly nature 
of the solar powered radios that 
rely on solar power, straight from 
the sun, with no need for batteries. 
Recipients of the solar-powered ra-
dios also collectively extended their 
gratitude to UNAMID for the ges-
ture stating that having these radi-
os is a means of empowering them 
and providing them with a myriad 
of sources of information.

UNAMID hands over its Sector Headquarters in East Darfur 
to El Daien University

UNAMID hands over solar wind-up radio sets to vulnerable 
local groups in Central Darfur

UNAMID o�cially handed over its Headquarters in El Daein, East Darfur to the Government of Sudan. The handover is part of the Mission’s ongo-
ing drawdown as mandated by the United Nations Security Council Resolution 2429 (2018). Photo by Hamid Abdulsalam, UNAMID.

UNAMID’s Communications and Public Information Section (CPIS) handed over solar wind-up radio sets to members from the Union of 
Visually Impaired People in Zalingei, Central Darfur. Photo by Hamid Abdulsalam, UNAMID.

NEWS NEWS

VV
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der the banner of peace. He applaud-
ed UNAMID efforts in consolidating 
peace in Darfur, especially the Mis-
sion’s support to the transition from 
peacekeeping to development.  Mr. 
Rajab, further appealed to UNAMID 
to provide additional support to their 
Locality, through the rehabilitation of 
the Golo-Rokero Road, construction 
of rural courts and a youth center in 
Rokero and capacity building of Na-
tive Administration officials, especial-
ly in the area of good governance.

The Acting Commissioner of 
North Jebel Marra Locality, com-
mended the armed factions that 
have joined the peace process, and 
called on the local community to 
embrace peace and work together 
for its consolidation.

Speaking on behalf of the Na-
tive Administration, El Shartay 
(Traditional Leader), Adam Al Nour 
Ateem, requested for more UN-
AMID support in empowering the 
native administration, women and 
youth sectors in the Locality.

UNAMID’s Communications and Public Information Section (CPIS), in partnership with North Jebel Marra Locality and local Youth Union, 
organized a football tournament and musical concert for peace in Rockero, Central Darfur. Photo by Mohamad Almahady, UNAMID.

Under the theme: “Think Equal, Build Smart, Innovate for Change”, UNAMID celebrated the United Nations International Women’s Day 
with a colorful event that included cultural performances, Hakamat traditional dances and a Darfuri women handicraft market held at 
the Mission’s Headquarters in Zalingei, Central Darfur. Photo by Hamid Abdulsalam, UNAMID.

UNAMID’s Communication and 
Public Information Section, in part-
nership with the North Jebel Marra 
Locality and local Youth Union, or-
ganized on 22 April 2019, a football 
tournament and musical concert in 
Rokero town, Central Darfur.

The event, held as part of the 
Mission’s “Together for Peace” cam-
paign, was attended by representa-
tives of UNAMID, Government of 
Sudan, Native Administration, Civil 
Society organizations, women and 
youth groups. The event aimed to 
promote social peace and stability in 
the Locality and included a football 
match featuring the two semi-final-
ists, modern and traditional songs.

Addressing event attendees, UN-
AMID representative, Mr. Kone Mou-
roulaye, emphasized the importance 
of sporting activities in consolidating 
social peace in Darfur as UNAMID 
believes that engaging local com-
munities in such social activities, en-
hances constructive cooperation and 
relationships among all segments of 

society, resulting in consolidation of 
peace and stability.

Mr. Mouroulaye added that as 
UNAMID prepares to exit Darfur at 
the end of June 2020, in accordance 
with UN Security Council Resolution 
2429 (2018), the Mission has estab-
lished State Liaison Functions (SLFs) 
in the four Darfur States (north, 
south, east and west Darfur) where 
UNAMID is withdrawing, to prevent 
relapse into conflict in the post-UN-
AMID era. “The concept of SLFs is an 
outcome of a solid partnership be-
tween the Mission and the UN Coun-
try Team in Sudan, with support from 
the Government of Sudan. Estab-
lishment of these SLFs will facilitate 
seamless repositioning of UN pres-
ence in Darfur, following the Mis-
sion’s exit,” Mr. Mouroulaye added.

In his remarks, the Acting Commis-
sioner of North Jebel Marra Locality, 
Mr. Issam El Deen Rajab, commend-
ed joint efforts made by UNAMID and 
the Locality authorities in organizing 
the sporting and cultural event, un-

UNAMID organizes Football Tournament for Peace 
in Rokero, Central Darfur

UNAMID Celebrates International Women’s Day

V

NEWS NEWS

Under the theme: “Think Equal, 
Build Smart, Innovate for Change”, 
UNAMID celebrated the United Na-
tions International Women’s Day on 
7 March 2019, with a colorful event 
that included cultural performanc-
es, Hakamat traditional dances and 
a Darfuri women handicraft market 
held at the Mission’s Headquarters 
in Zalingei, Central Darfur.

Hundreds of women from sur-
rounding Camps for internally dis-
placed persons (IDPs), women’s 
organizations, civil society, youth as 
well as UNAMID staff and Govern-
ment officials attended the event.

At the gathering, UNAMID Joint 
Special Representative (JSR), Jer-
emiah Mamabolo, conveyed the 
UN Secretary-General, Antonio 
Guterres’s message for the Day in 
which he urged all to work hard 
to create an environment in which 

“women and girls can shape the 
policies, services and infrastructure 
that impact all our lives. And let’s 
support women and girls who are 
breaking down barriers to create a 
better world for everyone.”

In her remarks, the Central Darfur 
Minister for Health and Social Devel-
opment, who also represented the 
Wali (Governor) of the State at the 
event, Ms. Samia Hassan, thanked 
UNAMID for organizing the Inter-
national Women’s Day event and 
highlighted the increased partici-
pation of Sudanese women in local 
decision-making mechanisms and 
legislative councils.  “Participation of 
women in decision making institu-
tions in Darfur is at almost 30%. My 
presence at this occasion, represent-
ing the Wali of Central Darfur, is a real 
example of advancement in wom-
en’s rights in Darfur. I encourage all 

the women of central Darfur to look 
for opportunities to improve them-
selves educationally and participate 
in capacity building programs that fo-
cus on the protection of women and 
children’s rights,” Ms. Samia stated.

Ms. Afaf Kunjom, Chairperson 
of Central Darfur Women’s Union, 
commended UNAMID for inviting 
the women from Central Darfur to 
participate in the observance of 
the International Women’s Day and 
noted that the 2019 theme for the 
Day truly inspires women to search 
and embrace their social and eco-
nomic rights.

UNAMID organized a similar 
event in Golo town in central Dar-
fur where it partnered with the lo-
cal women’s union and the Locality 
Commissioner. Golo town is adja-
cent to the Mission’s Temporary 
Operating Base. V
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UNAMID Sector East in collaboration with 
High Council for Youth and Sport in East 
Darfur State held a graduation ceremony 
after a three-month training for 100 at-
risk youth in different fields of vocational 
skills, implemented by El Nafeer Charity 
Organization (ECO).

UNAMID Sector East in collabo-
ration with High Council for Youth 
and Sport in East Darfur State held 
on 14 March 2019, a graduation 
ceremony at the end of a three-
month training program for 100 at-
risk youth in different fields of vo-
cational skills, implemented by El 
Nafeer Charity Organization (ECO).

The training, held in El Daein, 

women. “The impact of this proj-
ect will be immense especially in 
terms of the socio-economic indi-
cators such as unemployment and 
livelihood alternatives and reduce 
community violence, especially in 
the case of the youths,” he said.

The Head of ECO, Mr. Mahmoud 
Burma, extended his gratitude to 
UNAMID Governance and Commu-
nity Stabilization Section (GCSS) for 
the continuous support it provides 
to local communities through the 
implementation of projects that 

capital of East Darfur, included 
motor vehicle mechanics, general 
electricity, masonry, tailoring and 
food processing.

In his opening remarks, Mr. San-
dog Tindil, Head of the High Coun-
cil for Youth and Sport thanked 
UNAMID for supporting the at-risk 
youths and vulnerable commu-
nity members by assisting them 

reflect the need for both the local 
government and the community.

 “We will do our best to serve 
our communities despite the chal-
lenges we are facing; the overall 
economic crisis, the unexpected 
increase of prices, lack of trans-
portation and infrastructure in East 
Darfur,” he said.

 Ms. Sylvie Kiba , Officer-in-Charge 
of UNAMID’s Sector East, thanked 
government officials for their con-
tinuous support to the Mission in 
fulfiling its mandate. 

to develop alternative livelihoods 
through diversification of relevant 
skills for self-employment in areas 
plagued by tribal conflicts.

He pointed out that the project 
will reduce poverty rate in the aera 
and contribute to the stability and 
security in the state, adding that 
it will improve income-generating 
opportunities for at-risk youth and 

She explained the main objec-
tive of Community Stabilization 
Projects (CSPs) in relation to main-
tenance of relative peace and  sta-
bility achieved in Darfur.

“There are other three ongoing 
projects implemented in different 
localities and other six projects 
completed. We will do our best to 
serve our stakeholders and look 
for the need of the communities 
based on the Mission mandate and 
capabilities,” Ms.Kiba said.

In his remarks, The Executive Di-
rector of El Daein Locality, Mr. Yousif 
Abdulmahmoud, said that the secu-
rity situation in East Darfur is stable 
and there are many voluntary re-
turns. However, he underlined that 
lack of livelihood opportunities is a 
key challenge. 

He praised the training initiative 
and its positive impact on unem-
ployed youth, ex-combatants, IDPs, 
returnees, refugees, women, and 
communities in the affected areas 
in general. 

“In my opinion, this project re-
flects the real need of both re-
turnees and the local population. 
It is expected to create a positive 
movement because it will reduce 
unemployment among the youths 
particularly those who missed the 
opportunities for education and 
training as a result of the conflict in 
the state,” he said.

During the graduation, 100 tool 
kits were distributed to the trainees 
based on their field of specializa-
tion. The ceremony was also attend-
ed by the local government officials, 
representatives of law enforcement 
organs, youth union, IDPs, women 
groups and other residents.

100 At-Risk Youths participate in vocational skills training 
in El- Daein, East Darfur

V
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INTERVIEW INTERVIEW

United Nations State Liaison Functions (SLFs) - a plausible way 
to address some of the confl ict drivers in Darfur, Sudan: 

An interview with UNAMID Deputy 
Joint Special Representative,
Ms. Anita Kiki Gbeho

Anita Kiki Gbeho, UNAMID DJSR highlights 
the criti cality of the recently established 
UN State Liaison Functi ons (SLFs) in the 
context of the transiti on process, as 
UNAMID prepares for its exit 
from Darfur at the 
end of June 2020.

VoD: UNAMID is in the throes of 
its drawdown from current con-
fi gurati on as the Mission prepares 
to leave Darfur at the end of June 
2020. Describe the transiti on pro-
cess the Mission is going through.
DJSR Gbeho: A transiti on process 
takes place when a UN Mission pre-
pares for a drawdown or withdraw-
al of its operati on in a country. In 
this case, UNAMID is working on its 
transiti on through a two-pronged 
approach: peacekeeping acti viti es 
conti nue in the Greater Jebel Mara 
where there are pockets of confl ict, 
while peacebuilding acti viti es are 
undertaken in Darfur states where 
it has withdrawn. 
As the Mission withdraws from Dar-
fur, the nati onal government is ex-
pected to assume the responsibility 
of protecti on of civilians and conti n-
ue with peacebuilding eff orts. On 
the latt er, the Mission is working 

UNAMID Deputy Joint 
Special Representative, 
(DJSR), Ms. Anita Kiki Gbeho, 
UN humanitarian actors and 
Sudan Non- Governmental 
Organizations Forum, signed 
on 16 July 2019, a Joint 
Framework for Action on 
Prevention and Response 
to Sexual Exploitation 
and Abuse (SEA). The joint 
framework will develop 
an integrated approach to 
prevent any form of SAE and 
to develop a mechanism to 
support survivors/ victims 
and maintain zero tolerance 
policy on SEA. Photo by 
Ayman Suliman, UNIC.
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with the UN agencies to support lo-
cal authorities to work on address-
ing some critical drivers of conflict 
through what is known as the State 
Liaison Functions (SLFs).
VoD: UN Security Council Reso-
lution 2429 (2018) requested the 
Mission to collaborate with the 
UNCT to consolidate the whole-
of system-approach to Darfur fo-
cused on peacekeeping and pro-
viding sustainable solutions to the 
drivers of conflict as part of the sta-
bilization and transition processes. 
In this regard, you personally over-
saw the creation of the State Liai-
son Functions (SLFs), in partner-
ship with the UNCT in Sudan. What 
stands out for you in terms of forg-
ing such a partnership between 
peacekeeping and development 
and humanitarian entities?

DJSR Gbeho: The forged relation-
ship with the UN Development 
System (agencies, funds and pro-
grammes) translate the UN Sec-
retary General’s reform agenda 
on peace and security, which calls 
for close alignment between the 
peacekeeping and political mis-
sions with the development and 
human rights pillars to create 
greater coherence. The SLFs pres-
ents an opportunity to bridge the 
gap between peacekeeping (as the 
Mission leaves) and peacebuilding, 
thereby laying a foundation for de-
velopment. Moreover, this pres-
ents an opportunity for develop-
ment partners to invest in Darfur’s 
development based on a joint UN 
conflict analysis and planning.
VoD: Some observers have noted 
that UNAMID transition is one of 

the most challenging transitions 
globally. Why is that the case?
DJSR Gbeho: Indeed, that is true. 
UNAMID is transitioning in a con-
text where there is no peace 
agreement and the root causes 
of conflict largely remain unad-
dressed. There are nearly two 
million IDPs remaining in camps 
across Darfur. In addition, the po-
litical changes in the country and 
the situation in Khartoum have im-
pacted on the situation in Darfur. 
While this development has ne-
cessitated adjustment in program-
ming, adopting a human rights-
based approach and focusing on 
community-based support, the 
situation has not reached a criti-
cal point that warrants a change in 
the exit date, June 2020.
The daily evolution of the political 

and security situation in Sudan, 
makes the situation, even more 
challenging.  We can only hope 
that the ongoing negotiations be-
tween the Sudan Transitional Mil-
itary Council and the opposition 
parties involved in the transition 
discussions, will conclude soon 
with a positive outcome.
Transitioning in a non-integrat-
ed mission with three different 
geographic locations is very chal-
lenging in terms of communica-
tion. The Mission Headquarters 
is based in Zalingei, central Dar-
fur, the logistics base in El Fasher, 
north Darfur whilst the Head of 
the Mission and the UN Country 
Team are based in Khartoum. 
VoD: The SLFs are being imple-
mented around four priority ar-
eas: rule law, human rights, du-

rable solutions/ livelihood, dura-
ble solutions basic service deliv-
ery? Why the Mission prioritized 
these areas?
DJSR Gbeho: Following a joint sit-
uational analysis by UNAMID and 
UNCT on the causes of conflict, 
3 issues were identified as some 
of the major drivers of conflict 
in the 4 Darfur states: identified. 
These included: -
Land, as well as enhanced dispute 
resolution mechanisms and aware-
ness of tenure rights (particularly by 
women); Scarcity of resources and 
inter-communal conflict including 
over livestock and water and IDP 
and refugee returns to areas with 
limited infrastructure, services and 
livelihood opportunities.
Based on the above, the Mission 
looked at its capacity and identified 

AFPs that have the required capa-
bilities and comparative advantage 
to work together in addressing the 
above issues thereby contributing 
to the achievement of the 4 prior-
ity areas, which are  Rule of Law, 
Human Rights, Livelihoods/Durable 
Solutions, and Immediate Service 
Delivery as well as overall, the Mis-
sion mandate.
VoD: Any lesson or observation 
drawn from the SLFs concept thus 
far?
DJSR Gbeho: We have noted the 
great need and importance of coor-
dination and communication. This 
is critical in ensuring a common un-
derstanding and managing expec-
tations, given the vast array of UN, 
federal and state level Government 
of Sudan authorities and other local 
entities involved in the SLFs.        

INTERVIEW INTERVIEW

UNAMID Deputy Joint Special Representative (DJSR), Ms. Anita Kiki Gbeho, visits the Mission’s Temporary Operating Base (TOB) in Golo, 
Central Darfur. Where she met with UNAMID peacekeepers in the area, local authorities and community representatives.  Photo by 
Mohammed Idriss, UNAMID.

UNAMID Deputy Joint Special Representative (DJSR) Ms. Anita Kiki Gbeho, along with the Mission Headquarters integrated team 
visited on 22 June 2019, Nyala, South Darfur to assess the situation in the area as the Mission prepares for its eventual exit from 
Darfur in June 2020. Photo by Amin Ismail, UNAMID.
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Through its various interventi ons, 
both at preventi ve and correcti ve 
stages of its operati ons in the Mis-
sion’s operati onal area in Darfur, 
UNAMID’s PoC/HL Secti on contrib-
utes to the stabilizati on of security 
conditi ons thereby facilitati ng the 
protecti on of civilians and the safe 
and ti mely provision of humanitarian 

assistance to populati ons in need 
throughout the region.

When volati le security situa-
ti ons erupt which threatens civil-
ian lives, as recently happened in 
Kalma IDP Camp in south Darfur, 
where two rival IDP groups clashed 
resulti ng in the killing of 16 peo-
ple including a humanitarian-fi eld 

worker, with 17 injured, and a sig-
nifi cant number of IDPs displaced, 
UNAMID PoC/HL Secti on conferred 
with the Mission’s Formed Police 
Units (FPUs), who immediately po-
siti oned its Armored Personnel Car-
rier (APCs) in tacti cal emplacements 
for the creati on of a buff er between 
the two rival groups and thereby 
diff used the tensions and reduced 
signifi cantly the number of casual-
ti es, which therefore prevented fur-
ther harm to civilians.

In additi on to the physical protec-
ti on, an integrated Mission engaged 
in strong advocacy and immediately 
met with the local authoriti es and 
the IDP leaders and youths in the 
camp to engage in reconciliati on ef-
forts through two separate sessions 
with the rival groups. The UNAMID 
integrated mission was reinforced 
by a joint OCHA-UNAMID team.

As a result of UNAMID and UN 
Agencies joint protecti on and me-
diati on eff orts, the two groups 
showed their commitment for the 
creati on of conducive environment 
to ensure the safety and security of 
humanitarian workers. The various 
meeti ng concluded with an agree-
ment that the leadership would 
provide a writt en undertaking to 
formalize guarantees necessary to 
ensure the safety and security of 
the humanitarian space in Kalma, 
while arrangements would be made 
for the resumpti on of humanitarian 
service as means to test the safety 
guarantees.

Commenti ng on the nature of 
protecti on of civilian support UN-

Protection of civilians represents UNAMID’s core mandate,  thereby defining the 
Mission’s Protection of Civilians (POC/HLS) and Humanitarian Liaison Section’s 
critical Mission-wide coordination, advisory and information sharing role on issues 
related to protection of civilians in Darfur. This role is accomplished with unwavering 
support from various UNAMID components, the United Nations Country Team and 

Humanitarian Country Team (UNCT/HCT).

BY SALAH MOHAMMED

Dialogue and reconciliation efforts critical to 
UNAMID’s protection of civilians

A UNAMID peacekeeper provides protection 
for bricks makers during a patrol conducted 
recently in Azoom valley, near Zalingei 
town in Central Darfur, As per its protection 
of civilians’ mandate, UNAMID routinely 
conducts farming, � re -wood collection 
and water-fetching patrols in its area of 
operation. Photo by Amin Ismail, UNAMID
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with the situation giving due consid-
eration to the dynamics between the 
actors involved when formulating 
options for UNAMID interventions all 
the time maintaining its impartiality, 
transparency and inclusive approach 
as articulated in international hu-
manitarian principles. 

UN staff invariably urge conflict-
ing parties to resolve internal differ-
ences amicably as well as requesting 
them to provide assurances that hu-
manitarian personnel would not be 
exposed to violence. 

AMID provides to emergent vola-
tile situations as the one described 
above in Kalma, Miriam Ghalmi, 
Chief of UNAMID’s Protection of 
Civilians and Humanitarian Liaison 
Section, restated to all parties who 
choose to engage in violence in any 
IDP Camp in the Mission’s operation-
al area, that such acts or threats of 
violence against the civilian popula-
tion are strongly prohibited by Inter-
national Humanitarian principles.

 “UNAMID would like to remind 
all IDPs that their camps are consid-

ered humanitarian space which 
should be free of weapons, places 
where displaced people must not 
be subjected to threats, harass-
ment, attacks or harm.  Violence 
must be renounced to ensure the 
protected space in line with inter-
national humanitarian principles,” 
Ms. Ghalmi emphasized.

Previously in November 2017, 
UNAMID mediated between the 
IDPs in the same IDP Camp in 
Kalma and Government of Sudan 
(GoS) authorities, when the latter 

tried to implement an arms collec-
tion exercise in the Camp. In this 
instance, UNAMID intervention led 
to the establishment of a tripartite 
mechanism involving the IDP lead-
ership, the GoS and UNAMID there-
by mitigating the escalation of a po-
tentially volatile situation, although 
this did not result in the collection 
of arms in the Camp.

In volatile situations where a 
complex web of tensions exists, UN-
AMID PoC/HL Section, takes a con-
flict-sensitive approach in dealing 

UNAMID peacekeepers during a routine patrol on 8 April 2019, in Azoom valley 
area, near Zalingei, central Darfur. UNAMID conducts daily routine patrols in vari-
ous parts of Darfur as part of its protection of civilians mandate. 

Photo by Amin Ismail, UNAMID.

UNAMID peacekeepers during a routine patrol on 8 April 2019, in Azoom valley 
area, near Zalingei, central Darfur. Photo by Amin Ismail, UNAMID.

UNAMID peacekeepers providing protection of civilians to community 
members  during a daily routine patrol  in Koron village , 4 kilometers south 
-east of  Golo temporary operating base (TOB). On 1st may 2019. Photo by 

Mohamad Almahady, UNAMID. 
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One of the silent effects of conflict 
in Darfur, is the exposure of wom-
en, especially women who reside 
in camps for Internally Displaced 
Persons (IDPs) to physical assault, 
harassment, intimidation and extor-
tion, amongst other issues. These 
women and young children in their 

care, initially fled violence in their 
original villages and sought refuge 
in the more than 90 IDPs camps in 
different parts of Darfur. After es-
caping these attacks in their villages 
and walking for days, these wom-
en are further exposed to various 
forms of violence including Sexual 

patterns of sexual violence remains 
unchanged when it comes to at-
tacks during farming, water and 
firewood collection. 

Above reasons pointed to a crit-
ical need for the establishment of  
an early warning mechanism  to 
mitigate as well as have a timely 
response  procedures on how to 
best seek and access physical, legal, 
health and psychosocial support in 
the event of violations occurring  to  
IDP  women when they venture out 
for livelihood . 

Through the implementation 
of the women peace and security 
agenda, there was a clear indication 
after various interactions with wom-
en at different levels of social strata 
in Darfur, constant reporting of cas-
es of insecurity  UNAMID Gender 
Advisory Unit (GAU)  discussed the 
prospects  of empowering women 
to take change of their security by 
organizing themselves in protection  
arena. This would intern mitigate 
and reduce the cases of SGBV as 
well as increase the reporting and 
seeking medical legal assistance for 
the victims. 

In 2013, GAU initiated the estab-
lishment of 43 Women’s Protection 
Networks (WPN) in Camps for inter-
nally displaced persons (IDPs) in five 
Darfur states, primarily as an early 
warning mechanism with the aim 
of mitigating attacks when women 
venture out for livelihood activities. 
The women protection network 
function by identifying hotspot ar-
eas where attacks frequently take 
place. The information is relayed to 
the UNAMID Patrol teams who in-
tern conduct targeted patrols to the 
areas of concern. The women pro-
tection network is also equipped to 
respond and refer victims for sup-
port using the referral pathway. This 

yet their limited participation in the 
community-protection mechanisms 
deprive them from enunciating 
their concerns.

Although a multi-sectoral ap-
proach  for victims of Sexual and 
gender based violence has been 
put in place  by UN Agencies and 
UNAMID  in collaboration with 
the  government of Sudan as well 
as NGO’s  this including extended 
programs     relating to medical, le-
gal and psychosocial support, have 
been put in place   the trends and 

and Gender-Based Violence (SGBV) 
when they find some semblance 
of life in the IDP Camps. In addi-
tion, women’s health, as a result of 
traditional norms and customs, is 
often threatened by harmful prac-
tices such as Female Genital Muti-
lation (FGM) and early marriages, 

is done through regular capacity 
building sessions and meeting with 
the gender Unit. 

In addition, GAU continues to 
enhance the Women Protection 
Network’s capacity to respond and 
prevention of SGBV. As an early 
warning mechanism women pro-
tection networks are the gatekeep-
ers of their own safety. This has 
enabled the early intervention in 
response and protection of women 
from SGBV. The women protection 
networks also work very closely 
with other protection players such 
as UNFPA, UNWOMEN, UNICEF 
UNNDP and most recently GAU 
partnered with WFP in Central Dar-
fur on a food for work program for 
total number of 150 members of 
the women protection networks. 
The women receive food for the 
work done as women protection 
networks. The program is a pilot 
project and will soon be duplicated 
in other areas. area where food for 
work is given to the women protec-
tion network.. 

Each Women Protection Net-
work consists of ten women, drawn 
from the IDP camps and tasked with 
identifying early warning signs of 
SGBV occurrences or other physical 
violence and to immediately share 
the information with relevant ac-
tors such as Government of Sudan 
police, IDPs camp leadership, UN-
AMID, UNCT and INGOs for action. 
In most cases, WPN members vis-
it rape survivors and utilize these 
visits to urge families to take rape 
survivors to the nearest health facil-
ity for medical attention and solicit 
their opinion on the need for legal 
aid or psycho-social support. 

“It is important to note that 
women and children bear the most 
brunt in the conflict in Darfur. They 

BY SALAH MOHAMMED

Women Protection Networks - 
An effective early warning mechanism for women in Darfur 

UNAMID Gender Advisory Unit (GAU), in collaboration with the South Darfur State Ministry 
for Social A�airs (MoSA) conducted a two-day workshop to establish Women’s Protection 
Networks for internally displaced persons (IDP) in the state. Mutaz Munafal, UNAMID.
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with the Camp leadership and oth-
er protection actors for action and 
ensure that mechanisms for refer-
ring gender-based violence victims 
to service providers is in place.

“Women Protection Networks 
have another critical role focused 
on the identification of hotspots 
to inform UNAMID patrol plans 
through sharing of early warnings 
indicators in and around the IDP 
camps. This partnership between 
WPNs and UNAMID, has great-
ly improved communication links 
between IDP women, camp lead-
ership and local authority as they 
jointly address women protection 
concerns. It is also very important 
for the Mission to have these Net-
works rolled out in all localities in 
Darfur within the Mission’s Area of 
Responsibility to serve as sources of 
information for these occurrences 
and referrals,” states George Odon-

following up on these incidents 
as well as raising awareness on 
women’s rights emphasizing that 
“the creation and provision of seed 
funding for income-generating 
projects will reduce the violence 
against IDP women. Whilst we 
commend UNAMID for its efforts 
to provide protection for women in 
IDP Camps and elsewhere in Dar-
fur, we appeal to the Mission to re-
habilitate the women’s center’s at 
in our Camp and conduct capacity 
building trainings to empower IDP 
women before its exit from Darfur 
at the end of June 2020.”

Darfuri women still face chal-
lenges including insecurity, limited 
opportunities for women at deci-
sion making levels; lack of health 
centres and police stations at rural 
areas; lack of female police inves-
tigators; access to land; delays in 
voluntary and safe return of IDPs 

are the most vulnerable. It is for 
this reason that UNAMID GAU es-
tablished these Women Protection 
Networks to support and empower 
these women in the IDP Camps to 
effectively and efficiently handle 
the challenges they face as they 
engage IDP camp leadership and 
security apparatus to address SGBV 
concerns” says Judith Mirembe, 
UNAMID Chief, Gender Affairs Unit.

Women Protection Networks 
also provides a viable platform to 
raise awareness among IDPs on 
women’s rights; to fight against 
sexual and gender-based violence 
in the IDP camps; strengthen strat-
egies for the protection of women 
by encouraging dialogue between 
women IDPs, the camp leadership, 
the Mission, UN agencies and the 
state security apparatus; create a 
forum in which IDP women discuss 
their protection needs and share 

ternally Displaced Persons (IDPs), in 
central Darfur, says women are still 
vulnerable to SGBV exposure, es-
pecially when they go for firewood 
and other livelihood activities but 
most of them refrain from reporting 
these incidents due to fear of SGBV 
stigma. Although WPN members 
always encourage rape or physi-
cal abuse survivors to report these 
incidents and seek medical treat-
ment, most of them opt for local 
treatment not only because of stig-
ma but because the medicine is out 
of their reach, it is very expensive,” 
stated Ms. Mohammed. 

Another member of the Wom-
en Protection Network at Hamidi-
ya IDPs camp, Ms. Mariam Adam, 
affirmed the continuance of SGBV 
against women in IDP Camps in 
Darfur. She further stated that 
the WPN in their Camp plays an 
important role in reporting and 

go, UNAMID Gender Affairs Officer.
Women Protection Networks 

also close the gap created by in-
sufficient presence of relevant 
SGBV support structures and or-
ganizations in Darfur, especially 
through the WPN’s links with af-
fected families and encourage-
ment they extend to rape survi-
vors to report incidents to the 
police station for follow-up and 
action, and urging survivors  to go 
for medical treatment, even be-
fore filling form 8 in line with Cir-
cular No.2 of 2004 issued by the 
Sudan Ministry of Justice . Wom-
en Protection Networks have also 
been instrumental in diminishing 
stigma and discrimination meted 
on the survivors of SGBV as they 
encourage them to speak out.

Ms. Hassania Mohammed, the 
Chairperson of Women Protection 
Network in Hamidiya Camp for In-

to their land of origin; protection 
as they partake in their daily live-
lihood activities and crop harvest-
ing during the farming season; lack 
of prosecution of perpetrators of 
SGBV and the critical need for the 
establishment of UN Security Coun-
cil Resolution 1325 (2000) data base 
for reference and establishment 
of women mediators’ networks in 
South and Central Darfur.

As UNAMID focusses on its draw 
down and transition processes, in 
preparation for its exit from Darfur 
in June 2020, GAU has partnered 
with UN Women in Sudan to fur-
ther strengthen ground capacity of 
these Women Protection Networks 
which have proved to be a viable 
entry point  in the UN’s quest to 
promote women’s rights and em-
powerment in the Camps for inter-
nally displaced persons in Darfur 
and tackle SGBV. 

UNAMID Gender Advisory Unit (GAU), in collaboration with the South Darfur State Ministry for Social A�airs (MoSA) conducted a two-day 
workshop to establish Women’s Protection Networks for internally displaced persons (IDP) in the state. Mutaz Munafal, UNAMID.

UNAMID’s Gender Advisory Unit met with members of Women Protection Network at Hamidia camp in Central Darfur on 29 May 2019 to 
discuss the displaced women concerns. Photo by Amin Ismail, UNAMID.
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EL Geneina HQ handover

El Daein HQ handover
UNAMID closed and 

handed over its Sector head-
quarters in El Daein, East 
Darfur and in El Geneina, 
West Darfur on 30 April and 
15 May 2019 respectively. 
These are the first sector 
headquarters to be closed 
and handed over, in line with 
the second phase of the Mis-
sion’s ongoing drawdown, as 
mandated by United Nations 
Security Council resolution 
2429 of July 2018. 

UNAMID, after conduct-
ing extensive consultations 
with the Government of Su-
dan, state governments and representatives of civil society in the areas where it hands over 
its facilities, always ensures that the government agrees and commits to the principle that all 
such facilities will be used for civilian purposes.

EL Geneina and El Daein HQs handover
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BY KALTHOUM YAHIA

Singing for peace in Darfur with Musician 
Adil Ali Abdalla Daraja

Gifted with an amazing singing voice, well known Darfurian musician, Adil Ali Abdallah Daraja 
was born in Rockero Locality, central Darfur. He now lives in Zalingei, the state capital of central 
Darfur state in Sudan. Whilst studying for his degree in women in development at Alazahri 
University in Sudan’s capital, Khartoum, Daraja discovered his passion for music and immediately 
joined the Omdurman Youth Centre, later moving to Bahri Youth Centre for his basic music lessons 
and to fully pursue his love for music.  

In an interview with Voices of Darfur, musician Adil 
Ali Abdallah Daraja, talks about his passion for Darfuri 
music, especially songs he sings in his Fur language (his 
mother tongue) and the intricacies involved in surviving 
as a musician in a conflict-stricken region like Darfur.

VoD: Which local musicians have influenced your 
musical career? 

Daraja: Singers like the late great Darfurian musician 
Abdu Kayoka, singer Mariam and of course, Omar Ih-
sas. When I started my musical career, I used to sing 
songs of these musicians. I have since progressed from 
that stage and perform my own material. I have com-
posed many songs over the years. These songs are also 

played in social media by many of my followers. This 
has helped me to advertise my music, even beyond 
Darfur and Sudan.

VoD:  Have you done any stage performances?
Daraja: Indeed, I have conducted many stage perfor-

mances. I worked with many groups, including Darfur 
Stars Group and Daka Bella Group. I learnt a lot from 
these groups. I salute Adam Barbar, head of the Daka 
Bella Group who me a lot of guidance on the some-
times-difficult music scene in Darfur.

VoD: Where do you normally perform?
Daraja: In fact, I have performed in many theatres at 

different universities in different parts of Sudan. I have 
also participated in numerous social functions, espe-
cially wedding parties and student graduations.

VoD: In your assessment, in what areas do you feel 
Darfuri musicians need support?  

Daraja: As musicians, we are lacking in a lot of things 
that are critical to our profession. There are no for-
mal institutions to care for the arts in Darfur. Cultural 
work needs a lot of effort and skills. Whilst the talent 
is abounding, however things like professional musical 
instruments are hard to come by. Darfuri musicians and 
artists need professional music producers and manag-
ers to guide the production and marketing of the music 
and artists.

We have a recently established Darfur Music Associ-
ation (DMA), but it is still in its infancy. More than fif-
teen musical groups are now registered with DMA in 
Zalingei. It is a good start, but we need a lot of support. 

In general, music and the arts have given me a lot of 
satisfaction, professional and socially. It introduced me 
to a wider society. I have visited many places in Sudan, 
covering about 90% of the country. Art plays a big role 
in creating relations with society.

VoD: Does your music only focus on socio-economic 
issues only or is it influenced by daily life in general? 

Daraja: Whilst i emphasize social life in my songs, I 
have also written two poems about the suffering ex-
perienced by the people of Darfur. We in Darfur were 
among the first to feel and be affected by the big prob-
lems of this country since 2003 until things began 
to cool down in 2014 and 2015. The songs speak for 
themselves. For instance, I wrote a song for Darfur that 
hopes and prays for Darfur to “stay safe and keep pro-
gressing for real peace will come.” This is just to encour-
age our people to look ahead to a positive outcome and 
have hope for sustained peace in the not-too-distant 
future. 

VoD: What is your view about Darfur’s heritage? 
Daraja:  As a matter of fact, Darfur is full of many 

wonderful cultures. All tribes have their distinctive 

CULTURE
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rhythms. Some tribes have more than 11 different 
dances. We should pay attention to these differenc-
es. We as Darfur artists are not close to TV and radio 
stations because of the war but we hope that regional 
and international organizations will also pay attention 
to the beautiful Darfur culture and help us not only to 
save it but also propagate it beyond our borders.

VoD: Where do you place the women of Darfur in 
this cultural environment you describe above?

Daraja: Women are very special to us. They are our 
mothers, sisters, grandmothers, mentors and counsel-
lors. In fact, I have written two poems espousing the 
amazing strength of a woman in a Darfuri home.  Dar-
fur women can compete effectively in many aspects, 
on the world stage. They fought for their societies and 
contributed a lot to the wellbeing of family’s region 
wide. However, although they are economically en-
abled, they are missing at decision-making tables.

VoD: Any special message to the people of Darfur?
Daraja: I hope and pray for peace to prevail all over 

the Sudan. I sincerely hope and wish that the green, 
lush landscape lands and natural habitat in Jebel Mar-
ra, including the amazing waterfalls, will become a 
major tourist attraction for all Sudanese people and 
the rest of the world.   
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