	17 January 2014


UNMISS “Protection of Civilians” (PoC) Sites [endnoteRef:1] [1:  UNMISS will be providing and update on figures and the Mission’s activities on its PoC sites twice a week  ] 


· As of 17 January 2014, a total of 66,898 civilians are seeking protection in 9 bases including 5,300  in Bentiu (significantly down as people continue to leave), and 22,000 in Malakal  (significantly up due to a mass influx of displaced persons over the last few days).

· The congestion of the protection sites in UNMISS compounds can become a challenge to the safety of civilians. As of yesterday UNMISS started moving newly arrived displaced persons from Tomping protection site to UN House site where space is still available. 

· UNMISS has taken a number of steps to improve security at its protection sites, thus ensuring the safety of the displaced persons and surrounding communities, and maintaining the civilian nature of the sites. Among them, weapons’ searches in Malakal, Bentiu, Bor and Juba, joint UN police (UNPOL) and UN military patrols, and troops guarding the perimeter of the compound. 

	
STATE
	
LOCATION
	
Number of civilians seeking protection

	
Remarks


	
Central Equatoria
	Tomping
	17,459
	Distribution and registration ongoing

	
	UN House
	12,000
	Registration underway

	Jonglei
	Bor
	9,000
	

	Lakes 
	Rumbek
	97
	UNMISS provides water and 2 big tents 

	
Upper Nile

	Malakal
	22,000
	Registration underway

	
	Melut
	799
	UNMISS Malakal sending food and supplies

	
Unity

	Pariang
	235
	

	
	Bentiu
	5,300
	Watertrucks provided by UNMISS Mongolian 

	Others 
	Pibor
	8
	Overnighting figures

	TOTAL
	
	66,898
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Central Equatoria, Juba protection sites 

189 children have been identified as separated or unaccompanied, 73 of them are currently in temporary foster care areas.  Inter-camp tracking is ongoing and 30 children have been reunified with their families.   The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) with the support of UNMISS, is also identifying child friendly spaces in the “protection of civilians sites” to allow children to better cope with the ongoing insecurity and induced stress.  

Jonglei, Bor protection site

UNMISS supported the first meeting of displaced women’s in its protection site in Bor. The meeting was attended by 30 women from all communities: Nuer, Murle, Anyuak and Shilluk. They raised concerns related to adequate shelter, hygiene and sanitation, as well as safety when the compound for firewood. Some volunteered to clean the compound, work as nurses at the clinic and teach in the school set up by UNICEF with UNMISS support.
The group was created following discussions between UNMISS and the Chair of the Jonglei State Women’s Association, currently protected in the Bor protection site.

Reinforcements 

On 24 December 2013, the UN Security Council (UNSC Resolution 2132) authorized the reinforcement of UNMISS military and police components, by an additional 5,500 troops and 423 police to bring the total of authorized troops up to 12,500 and police up to 1,323. The Security Council also encouraged “inter-mission cooperation” calling on contributing countries to transfer needed troops and assets from other UN missions to UNMISS. 

Police

An additional 63 UN police personnel have arrived on Wednesday 15 January bringing the total number of UNPOL reinforcements to 315 out of the additional 423. With the last group coming on Friday 17 January, the deployment of the Formed Police Units authorized by the Security Council in December will be complete. Formed Police Units will be deployed to UNMISS bases in Juba, Malakal and Bentiu. Units come from the United Nations Organization Stabilization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUSCO) and the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNIMIL) 

Military

Twenty-five peacekeepers arrived on 16 January. They constitute the first advance party of the additional 5,500 to be deployed in the coming weeks as authorized by the UNSC. The first force battalion is now expected at the end of the month while arrangements for additional contingents are currently finalized between contributing countries and UN Headquarters in New York.     

Other additional capacities
· A medical surgical team provided by the United Nations Operation in Côte d'Ivoire (ONUCI) 
· 3 MI-17 and one MI-26 helicopters provided by the United Nations Organization Stabilization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUSCO) 

Support Contributions from Member States
· The Royal Australian Air Force has committed two of its aircrafts to operation Aslan, the Australian Defense Force support to UNMISS. For the last two weeks, the crew has been continuously operating a C 17 Globemaster between the UN logistical hub in Brindisi (Italy) and Juba. The Royal Australian Air Force has delivered more than 100 tons of supplies deemed essential for UNMISS, such as generators, fencing, water purification systems and body armor.
 
· Japan has announced that it will implement an immediate assistance of approximately USD 25 million to respond to the deteriorating situation in South Sudan. USD 20 million are planned to be utilized in response to the urgent appeal made by the UN on 31 December.  The assistance is expected to cover most pressing needs, such as food and nutrition, health, water and sanitation, protection, logistics and refugees. 

Human Rights
The UN Nations Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights, Ivan Šimonović, will complete on Friday a four-day visit to South Sudan (14 to 17 January) during which he  has undertaken an assessment of the human rights situation in the country and the impact of recent fighting, and to identify areas for improvement in the situation of the affected civilian population. He was and Juba and travelled to Bor and Bentiu. 



***
For further information or media enquiries, 
Spokesperson: Ariane Quentier - quentier@un.org +211 912 177 770
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